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French pensioner killed In Algeria 


PARIS (R) — A French pensioner nas ocen muroereo m ine 
western Algerian town of uran, the French foreign ministry said 
on Saturday. The ministry said it had just been informed of the 
killing of Luden Mare I, a 74-year-old retired teacher. The ministry 
did not have any more details. In Algiers, meanwhile, security 
officials said that Said Mekbel, publisher of Le Matin, was shot on 
Saturday as he was lunching in a restaurant in an eastern Algiers 
suburb near his paper. More than 20 French nationals have been 
killed by the Islamic militants battling the Algiers government, 
who have also targeted journalists in the country. A total 23 
journalists have been killed. Algeria has been hit by unrest since 
the military government ca ncell ed elections in January 1992 that 
the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) was poised to win. A senior U-S: 
official appealed to the Algerian government on Friday 10 launch a 
dialouge with opposition forces to end political violence in the 
country. 
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Arafat accepts Jordanian role in 
Jerusalem in coordination with PNA 

Husseini delivers message to Regent, discusses 
Arafat visit to Jordan subject to King’s schedule 
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By Lands K. Andonl 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
President Yasser Arafat will 
visit Amman soon but the 
date depends on His Majesty 
King Hussein's schedule. 

The way for a visit was 
cleared after a top-level 
meeting an Saturday between 
His Royal Highness Crown 
. prince Hassan and Faisal 
Husseini, Mr. Arafat's spe- 
cial envoy. 

Mr. Husseini, who is in 
charge of the Jerusalem 

- affairs portfolio in the PNA, 

. conveyed the authority's 

acceptance of Jordan’s role as 
the legal custodian of the 
Islamic shrines m Jerusalem 
as long as the Holy City 
. remains under Israeli occupa- 
* lion. 

But according to a state- 
ment issued by Mr. Hus- 
semi's office in Jerusalem, 
the PNA accepts Jordan's 
role provided that the Jorda- 
nian government coordinates 
with the PNA concerning the 
issue. 

Yet, even if the PNA was 

asking for the Jordanian gov- 

" * . 

5 ambassadors 
present 
. credentials 

%i 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 

- Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Saturday accepted at the 
Royal Court the credentials 
of five new ambassadors to 
the Kingdom. The Regent 
received in separate meetings 
the credentials of Ambassa- 
dor of the Netherlands 

- Robert Hansmeys, Danish 
{Ambassador Anders Brand- 

■ strap. Head of the delegation 

■ of the European Union (EU) 

- Yves Gazzo, San Marino 
Ambassador Jacomo Mania 
and Peruvian Ambassador 

. Manuel Veramendi. The 
ceremonies were attended by 
. the King's political advisor, 
Marwan Al Qassem, and 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Taial Al Hassan. 

Mahfouz discharged 
from hospital 

CAIRO (AP) — Nobel 
Prize-winning novelist 
. Naguib Mahfouz has been 
released from hospital and is 
resting at home, his family 

- said Saturday. Mr. Mahfouz, 
83, suffered severe stab 
wounds in the neck when he 
was attacked Oct. 14 by a 
suspected Muslim militant on a 

' downtown street. His daugh- 
ter, Hoda, told the Associ- 
ated Press by phone that doc- 
ton allowed him to return 
bt$ae on Friday and that the 
^family was “with him all the 
ykit.” She said the stab 
bounds he suffered were 
healing. Doctors will visit to 
keep watch on Mr. Mahfouz, 
who is diabetic and almost 
blind. Visitors will be limited 
to lO-to-15 minutes onlv. she 
said. 

Egyptian ports 
closed by storms 

ALEXANDRIA (AFP) — 
Egypt’s Mediterranean ports 
Alexandria and Dumyat 
b&ve been dosed to shipping 
following three days of 
storms and torrential rain, 
port officials said Saturday. 
Alexandria, tbe country’s 
biggest port, has been at a 
?tondstili for two days while 
Dtonyat in the Nile Delta 
region was dosed Saturday, 
they said, adding the ports 
would reopen when weather 
tonditions improved. Storms 
over northern Egypt have up- 
tooted posts and trees in Ale- 
xandria without causing 
casualties, the official news 
Agency MENA reported. 
£ishnig boats are confined to 
7? to our. Early last month 

- Poople died in torrential 
rein and floods which left 

of thousands homeless in 

• notably in the south- 
*to village of Dronka where 

• J/ storms sparked a huge oil 
^pot fire. 


eminent to coordinate its role 
in Jerusalem with it rather 
than with Israel Mr. Hus- 
seini’s stand still reflects an 
important conciliatory ges- 
ture on the part of Mr. Ara- 
fat. 

Mr. Husseini's message 
was the first official Palesti- 
nian consent to the special 
Jordanian role that was con- 
tained in the July 25 
Washington Declaration be- 
tween Israel and Jordan and 
the Israeli-Jordanian peace 
treaty signed on Oct. 26. 

The important shift in the 
PNA’s stand comes in re- 
sponse to internal Palestinian 
pressure on Mr. Arafat not to 
allow the issue of Jerusalem 
to be turned into a source of 
conflict with Jordan. But it 
was also greatly influenced by 
recent Jordanian statements 
that clarified that Jordan will 
be responsible for the holy 
shrines until the Palestinians 
take over Jerusalem. Israel 
refuses to give its claim on 
East Jerusalem of its “unified 
capital.” 

According to the Jordanian 
official news agency Petra, 
Mr. Husseini reiterated in his 
meeting with Crown Prince 




Hassan that tbe Jordanian 
role was crucial to safeguard 
tbe identity of tbe holy sites 
in Jerusalem. 

The PNA previously 
opposed the Jordanian role 
for fear it will jeopardise 
Palestinian claims to 
sovereignty over East Jeru- 
salem. 

Mr. Husseini’s message has 
solved a major course of con- 
tention between Jordan and 
the PNA, but Mr. Arafat's 
visit is seen as crucial to put 
bilateral relations on a nor- 
mal track. 

According to Palestinian 
sources, Mr. Arafat wants to 
make sure that Jordan will 
coordinate with the PNA any 
future steps in East Jeru- 
salem. 

There* was no indication, 
however, that Mr. Arafat was 
about to drop his appoint- 
ment of a Jerusalem mufti in 
favour of the Jordanian- 
appointed senior Islamic cler- 
ic m Jerusalem: 

Saturday’s meeting was 
viewed as imporant to lay the 
ground for future Palestmian- 
Jordanian meetings. 

Well-informed political 
analysts said that the Jorda- 


‘>3 


nian side was frank about its 
concern that the PNA show 
clarity regarding relations 
with Jordan. 

There were news reports 
on Saturday that Mr. Arafat 
will come to Jordan to sign a 
series of cooperation agree- 
ments with Jordan. But 
Jordanian official sources 
said that all Palestinian- 
Jordanian agreements will 
now have to take into 
account Jordan’s agreements 
with Israel. 

Tbe analysts said that the 
Jordaman-Israeli peace trea- 
ty has reversed the situation: 
Until now Jordan seemed 
more eager to get the PNA to 
sign cooperation agreements, 
now it is the Palestinians who 
appear more concerned to 
get some sort of agreements 
with Jordan. 

Mr. Arafat was delaying 
agreements with Jordan in 
the hope of getting better 
deals regarding its role in the 
West Bank from Israel. Bnt 
after the Israeli-Jordanian 
treaty, Mr. Arafat is said to 
fear that Israel will use its 
agreements with Jordan to 
marginalise his role and re- 
duce his manoeuvrability. 
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A »«n»»ripai garbage collector goes about bis job ondatra ted by the snow that hit Amm a n 
early Saturday (Photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 

Snow paralyses life in 
Jordan; more expected 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An un- 
usually early blizzard covered 
Amman in snow Saturday 
and brought life in the king- 
dom to standstill. Weather- 
men predicted a more severe 
snowstorm to hit Jordan on 
Sunday. 

Schools and government 
departments were closed and 
public functions were cancel- 
led as temperatures dipped 
below freezing point. 

The blizzard had dumped 
up to 15 centimetres of snow 
on Amman and more than 25 
centimetres on outlying cities 
by mid-afternoon. 

It was the Kingdom’s worst 
snowstorm since 1992. 

Ali Abanda, head of the 
Meteorological Department, 
said it also was the first time 
in 3S years that snow had 
fallen on the Kingdom so 
early in the season. 

He said snowfall will con- 
tinue through Monday and 
predicted one-metre-deep 
snow in Amman by dien. 

The Jordan Valley Water 
authority said the Kingdom s 
five major dams were all fil- 
led, a welcome development 
after water shortages caused 
bv las* year’s dry winter. 

The Civil Defence Depart- 
ment reported traffic acci- 
dents in Amman and other 
parts of the Kingdom because 
of slippery roads, but no 
casualties. Main highways 
leading into Amman and 


roads connecting the seven 
hills that make up Amman 
were all blocked. 

At Queep Alia Interna- 
tional Airport, civil defence 
squads cleared runways. Air- 
port officials said traffic at 
the facility '/as normal. 

Another snow storm was 
expected on Saturday and 
Sunday morning covering re- 
gions 600 metres above' sea 
level and causing a drop in 
temperature to minus one de- 
gree at night, rising to a 
maximum of four during the 
day, according to a spokes- 
man for the department of 
meteorology. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that the snowstorm, more se- 
vere than the one of Friday 
night and encompassing most 
areas of Jordan with the ex- 
ception of Aqaba and the 
Jordan Valley, would hit the 
country accompanied by high 
winds which could reach the 
speed of up to 100 kilo metres 
per hour. 

The spokesman said that 
the low pressure centred over 
Syria will continue to affect 
Jordan Sunday and Monday 
when the snowfall stops to be 
replaced by. frost. 

He warned of poor visibil- 
ity and slippery roads in most 
regions of the Kingdom. 

The Public Security and 
tbe Civil Defence Depart- 
ments (CDD) warned the 
public about roads blocked 


by snow or affected by land- 
slides, floods and blocked 
culverts. 

Most of the affected roads 
were in the northern gov- 
ern orates, which include 
Ajlonn, and the southern 
Shobak areas with more than 
1.000 metres above sea level. 

■ Amman Mayor Mamdouh 
Abbacfi Saturday made an 
inspection tour of the western 
regions of Amman and super- 
vised the clearing of streets. 

Many parts of Amman 
were reported short of fuel, 
especially gas. 

Several atizens telephoned 
the call-in radio programme 
saying that the distributors of 
gas cylinders could not deliv- 
er as they have not received 
fresh supplies from the Jor- 
dan Petroleum Refinery 
Company. 

The snow forced the posp- 
ronement of Sunday’s Parlia- 
ment session until Wednes- 
day. 

The season’s first snow also 
fell in Israel and the occupied 
territories and the Israeli 
meteorological centre said 
there was more to come. 

Goldy Goshen, duty offic- 
er at the centre, said 25 cen- 
timetres of snow fell on 
Mount Hermon in the occu- 
pied Golan Heights and 15 
centimetres in the West Bank 
town of Hebron. Light flur- 
ries dusted Jerusalem. 



EDs Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, tbe Regent, on Saturday holds talks with Palesti- 
nian leader Faisal Husseini (Petra photo) 

Regent affirms Jordan’s position; 

_■ 

Husseini urges continued Jerusalem role 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
on Saturday reaffirmed 
Jordan's principled stands 
concerning its support for 
the Palestinian people’s 
rights on their national soil. 

Speaking at a meeting 
with Palestinian leader 
Faisal Husseini at the 
Royal Court, the Regent 
said Jordan takes pride in 
shouldering responsibility 


for the holy places in Jeru- 
salem, stressing that the 
Kingdom was keen on pur- 
suing this role of caring for 
these holy sites. 

Mr. Husseini said Jordan 
should pursue this role to- 
wards safeguarding the 
holy shrines in Jerusalem. 

He said these sites re- 
main as a trust of the Isla- 
mic Nation in the hands of 
the Kingdom stressing that 


there must be no change in 
the status quo so as to 
safeguard these holy 
places. 

The meeting was 
attended by Chief Cham- 
berlain Prince Raad Ben 
Zeid, His Majesty King 
Hussein's political advisor 
Marwan A! Qassem and 
Prince Hassan’s private 
advisor Mohammad Saq- 
qaf. 


PNA rejects renegotiation, 
insists self-rule deal go ahead 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
The Palestine National Au- 
thority (PNA) demanded 
Saturday that Israel imple- 
ment all clauses of the auton- 
omy accord, including a pull- 
back of troops from the West 
Bank. 

This came in response to 
Israeli leaders who said the 
West Bank’s 120,000 Jewish 
settlers would not be safe if 
Israeli soldiers withdrew 
from Palestinian towns on the 
eve of Palestinian elections, 
as stipulated by the auton- 
omy agreement. 

Israel-PNA negotiations 
on redeployment and elec- 
tions were to begin Monday 
in Cairo. 

The PNA cabinet discussed 
Palestinian negotiating posi- 
tions Saturday during its 
weekly meeting and came out 
strongly against renegotiating 
the framework of the agree- 
ment. 

“Israel must implement ev- 
erything it has agreed upon 
with the Palestinians,” Infor- 
mation Minister Yasser 
Abed Rabbo told reporters 
after the meeting. “Rede- 
ployment and bolding elec- 
tions are at the top of the 
Palestinian agenda.” 

Senior Israeli officials said 
this week that redeployment 
was not feasible because of 
an increase in attacks on 
Israelis, both from the self- 


rule areas and from territory 
under Israeli control. 

Ori Orr, chairman of par- 
liament’s defence and foreign 
affairs committee, proposed 
to postpone redeployment 
and in exchange hold elec- 
tions now and dismantle iso- 
lated Jewish settlements 
ahead of schedule. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin warned that the 
Cairo talks on redeployment 
would go nowhere and that it 
was bitier to start now to 
negotiate the final status of 
the West Bank, Gaza Strip 
and Arab East Jerusalem. 
Under the autonomy accord, 
such negotiations are to begin 
in May 1996 at the latest. 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment said Friday it Orhas no 
evidence that elements of the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) controlled by 
Yasser Arafat were involved 
in recent attacks on Israelis. 

Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
“have launched a concerted 
effort to undermine negotia- 
tions by killing Israelis and 
discrediting the authority and 
effectiveness of the Palesti- 
nian Authority,” the depart- 
ment report said. 

“These terrorist groups do 
not belong to or operate 
under the control of the PLO 
and have openly opposed 
Arafat because of his com- 
mitment to make peace with 


Israel,” the department said. 

Newspapers allowed in 

Several newspapers were 
destributed in the Gaza Strip 
on Saturday after delays dur- 
ing the week for which 
Palestinian security officials 
blamed the self-rule author- 
ity. 

Gaza sources said the 
Jerusalem-based Arabic 
newspapers Al Qudls, Al 
Nahar and the English- 
language Jerusalem Post 
were on sale in self-rule areas 
in the morning. 

Distribution of the papers, 
which normally takes place at 
dawn, was held up until the 
■afternoon for five consecu- 
tive days. Vendors reported 
sales were down sharply be- 
cause of the delays. 

A PLO official, while not 
denying that the Palestinian 
Authority was responsible for 
the delays, said the authority 
wanted the papers to be more 
balanced in their reporting. 

Nabil Shaath, member of 
the Palestinian Authority in 
charge of planning, said the 
authority “would like to see a 
more balanced representa- 
tion and maybe we need 
more papers representing 
different opinions.'' 

PLO officials complained 

(Continued on page 12) 
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U.S. 

troops 
board two 

Iraqi ships 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) . — 
U.S. troops have boarded 
two Iraqi ship in Gulf waters 
and held their crews for ques- 
tioning in a move condemned 
by Baghdad on Saturday as a 
violation of the 1991 Gulf war 
ceasefire agreement. 

An official spokesman 
quoted by the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) said: “Ten 
soldiers landed on the two 
ships from three U.S. heli- 
copters and opened fire on 
the crews” on Thursday. 

The Pentagon confirmed 
Saturday that U.S. troop 
had boarded two Iraqi vessels 
and questioned their crews 
but said no shots were fired in 
either incident. 

U.S. troop “targetted wa- 
ter tanker al Tharthar and 
tugboat Muhaijeran near the 
ofT-shore terminal of Al 
Amiq,” 40 kilometres south 
of the port city of Fao in the 
Gulf, the Iraqi spokesman 
said. 

He said that some Iraqi 
sailors were beaten when the 
boats were intercepted and 
their crews subjected to five 
hours of questioning. 

And he appealed to the 
U.N. Security Council and 
U.N. secretary general Bout- 
ros Ghali “to condemn this 
behaviour and take the 
necessary measures to end 
it.” 

“The new unjustified 
aggression violates interna- 
tional law and the ceasefire” 
signed with the U.S. -led 
coalition at the end of 
January- February 1991 Gnlf 
war, he said. 

“The two boats were taken 
away with their crews under a 
U.S. warship escort 20 miles 
(32 kilometres) to the south,” 
tbe Iraqi official added. 

“Crew members of the two 
ship were beaten by tbe U.S. 
soldiers who interrogated 
them about what the tanker 
was canying... the crews ancT' 
the boats were freed five - 
hours later.” • " * 

The latest interception ; 
could have been sparked by 
suspicion the Iraqi vessels ! 
were trying to smuggle oil out 
of the country in violation of ,, 
the sanctions which havd - 
been stifling Iraq’s economy. - 
since its invasion of Kuwait.- Z 

Pentagon spokesman ; 
Harold HeOsnis told AFP in - 
one incident, U.S. troop ! 
boarded an Iraqi tugboat ; 
where a lone crewmembet ; 
“resisted the boarding party” ' 
and was struck with the butt ' 
of a rifle and handcuffed. ' 

He was examined by a • 
physician and later released ' 
along with the boat. - 

In a second incident, U.S. ' 
troop boarded an Iraqi tank-J 
er where four crewmembers" 
also “objected to the board- 
ing.” 

They were handcuffed, but 
none was struck and all were 
later released along with the 
vessel, Heilsnis said. 


Lebanon awaits Hariri’s talks in Syria 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Lebanon teetered on the 
edge of political and econo- 
mic instability on Saturday as 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
prepared for tough talks in 
Syria over his planned res- 
ignation. 

Mr. Hariri, stung by 
opposition artacks, on Friday 
announced his irrevocable 
decision to resign, sending 
shock waves through Beirut’s 
money markets and causing 
shares in the company he 
created to rebuild the war- 
shattered capital to slide. 

But he has not yet formally 
presented his letter of res- 
ignation to President Hrawi 
and would not do so until 
after talks Sunday in Damas- 
cus, an advisor said. 

Syria is the main foreign 
power broker in Lebanon 
with 35,000 troops deployed 
there. 

Mr. Hrawi said Saturday 
he would do everything to 
dissuade the Saudi-backed 
billionaire from resigning. 

But Mr. Hariri said Satur- 
day in a television report: “I 
will not go back on my deri- 
sion which is in tbe interest of 
Lebanon. There is no room 


for manoeuvre.” 

And a close advisor said 
the premier was fed up with 
“all the broken promises, and 
there is scarcely a one per 
cent chance that he will 
change his mind.” 

Lebanese analysts said Mr. 
Hariri’s resignation would 
depend on whether Syria still 
needed him as prime minis- 
ter, and if so, if it would give 
into his demand to sack the 
pro-Syrian ministers who 
oppose him. 

Syria's leaders are ex- 
pected to make their decision 
conscious that Mr. Hariri's 
resignation could trigger poli- 
tical and economic instabil- 
ity. 

The Lebanese central bank 
spent S100 million in foreign 
cun-ency reserves on Friday 
to support the Lebanese 
pound after the announce- 
ment. 

Mr. Hariri is a major 
shareholder of the real estate 
and development company 
Soiidere entrusted with re- 
building Beirut following the 
1975-1990 civil war. 

Accusations of corruption 
during tbe setting up of Soli- 
dere made by a deputy on 


Wednesday, along with other 
■opposition attacks were the 
driving force behind his res- 
ignation. 

Last May Mr. Hariri effec- 
tively downed tools refusing 
to carry ont any government 
duties until he was ordered 
back to work by Syria and 
denied the right to reshuffle 
his cabinet. 

The incident added fuel to 
his critics, including Par- 
liamentary Speaker Nabih 
Bern, a close ally of Damas- 
cus. 

Both men are due to meer 
with Syrian Vice President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam in 
Damascus on Sunday to ex- 
plain themselves and could 
be received by President 
.Hafez Al Assad. 

As in May, the crisis comes 
just days ahead of a visit to 
the Middle East by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher due on a re- 
newed mission to break the 
deadlock in Israeli-Syrian 
talk* on Dec. 6. 

Mr. Hariri’s resignation 
poses a dilemma for the Sy- 
rians who would be presented 
with a crisis in Lebanon, at a 
time when they are focusing 


on talks with Israel. 

The economic problems- 
that would follow Mr. Harir- ' 
i's resignation would also - 
have a negative impact on ■ 
hundreds of thousands of Sy- 
rian workers in Lebanon. 

On the other hand, if 
Damascus forces Mr. Hariri 
to stay on without meeting 
his demands, his opposition 
would be considerably 
weakened, thus strengthen- 
ing Syria's influence in Leba- 
non. 

President Elias Hrawi was 
quoted Saturday as saying he 
rejected Mr. Hariri’s resigna- 
tion. 

In throwing his weight be- 
hind Hariri, who has been in 
office since October 1992, 
Mr. Hariri also opened fire 
on the premier’s opponents, 
accusing them of corruption. 

The accusations made in an 
interview with the conserva- 
tive daily AJ Diyar were un- 
precedented by a Lebanese 
bead of state. 

“I am in solidarity with 
him. I will ask him not to 
write his resignation and not 
to send it to me because it 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Denktash ready to 


resume Cyprus talks 


GENEVA (R) — Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf De- 
nktash said on Friday he had 
told U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali he was ready 
to resume a dialogue with 
Cyprus President Glafcos 
derides. 

Mr. Denktash also called 
for the European Union 
(EU) to put aside Cyprus’ 
membership application until 
a political solution is found 
for the divided island. 

' He spoke to reporters after 
Holding 50 minutes of talks in 
Geneva with the U.N. chief, 
who is trying to use his good 
offices to relaunch formal 
talks stalled since May 1993. 
' “We are ready to continue 
talks in order to reach a 
bizonal, bicommunal federal 
state with the Turkish 


guarantee continuing as it is 
today,” the Turkish Cypriot 
leader said. 

"If the parameters neces- 
sary for establishing a bizon- 
al, bicommunal federation 
are accepted by both sides in 
good will. I think we can 
settle in short time," Mr. 
Denktash added. 

Dr. Ghali, who met Mr. 
Derides in Italy last week, is 
to see the Cypriot president 
again on Monday in 
Budapest at a meeting of the 
Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE), a U.N. spokes- 


woman said. 

She had no immediate 
comment on Dr. Ghali’s pri- 
vate talks with Mr. De- 
nktash. who heads a break- 
away Turkish Cypriot repub- 
lic proclaimed in 1983 and 
recognised only by Turkey. 

The United Nations has 
backed intercommunal talks 
between Turkish and Greek 
Cypriots aimed ai reaching a 
package of confidence- 
building measures to pave the 
way to an overall political 
settlement. 

The two communities' 
leaders held five, informal 
dinner meetings in Nicosia 
under U.N. auspices during 
the month of October, 
according to Mr. Denktash. 

The island has been di- 
vided since 1974 when Tur- 
kish troops occupied the 
northern third in reaction to a 
short-lived coup in Nicosia by 
advocates of union with 
Greece, backed by the milit- 
ary junta then ruling in 
Athens. 

Mr. Denktash, asked ab- 
out Cyprus’ application to the 
12-member EU, replied it 
had been made “contrary to 
the rule of law of Cyprus, 
without the consent of the 
Turkish Cypriot partners.” 

“We hope they (EU) give 
it a recess to help us continue 
reasonable discussions in 
Cyprus," he told reporters. 


Israeli thinktank urges 


early talks on Jerusalem 


By Steve Leibovitz 
The Jerusalem Post 


JERUSALEM is being 
“saved for last” by negotiat- 
ing parties, but Israel's lead- 
ing think tank recommends 
putting it on the agenda now. 


In addition, a report is 
being prepared by Dr. Dore 
Gold of the Jaffee Centre For 
Strategic Studies, who has 
completed interviews and 
consultations with experts 
and political personalities in 
search of acceptable solutions 
on Jerusalem's future-to both 
Israelis and Palestinians. 


The JCSS solution includes 
Israeli “annexation of the 
Ma'ale Adumim area, prefer- 
ably as part of Jerusalem.” If 
this is not possible, then 
Ma'ale Adumim would re- 
main inside Israel in its new 
borders with the Palestinian 
entity. The Ma'ale Adumim 
area would be the deploy- 
ment zone for an Israeli 
army Rapid Intervention 
Force to the Jordan Valley in 
case of an invasion from the 
east attempting to cross the 
Jordan River. 


MeanwhileV : thre = 'J affee 
Centre held a’ press confer- 
ence at Beit Agrori this week, 
where it issued a long awaited 
report on the final status of 
“Settlements and Borders." 


Jaffee Centre director 
Joseph Alpher, who wrote 
the study, came to the con- 
clusion that in order to reach 
an agreement. Israel will 
have to return 89 per cent of 
the territories to the Palesti- 
nians. This includes all of the 
Gaza Strip and most of the 
West Bank. In turn. Israel 
will annex or at least retain 
control over much of the area 
around Jerusalem. 


The report also recom- 
mends the annexation of the 
Givat Ze’ev area 1 north of the 
Jerusalem corridor, and Be- 
tar and Gush Etzion south of, 
the city. This, because “the 
Jewish majority created by 
settlement in these areas 
must be considered," said 
Mr. Alpher. 


Defence lawyers quit Geagea trial 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
More than 100 lawyers de- 
fending former Christian 
warlord Samir Geagea on 
Saturday walked out_of his 
trial when Lebanon's higher 
court rejected their demand 
to move him frojn a Defence 
Ministry cell to a civil jail. 

Mr. Geagea, bead of the 
former Christian Lebanese 
Forces (LF) (niiitia, has been 
held in solitary confinement 
at the ministry for eight 
months since his arrest on 
murder charges in march. 

He protested on Friday 
against his prolonged solitary 
confinement, saying he is 
blindfolded every time he 
leaves his cel] and the treat- 
ment makes him feel “half a 
man.” 

The first of Lebanon's 
1975-90 civil war chieftains to 
stand trial, Mr. Geagea faces 
possible death sentences for a 
church bombing that killed 11 
people in February and the 
1990 killin g of Christian rival 
Dam Chamoun and his fami- 
ly- 


suitative Council, a judicial 
body which monitors govern- 
ment decisions. 

“We cannot undertake our 
duties fully towards our client 
therefore ... we ask the 
court' to allow us to leave. 


n 


Chief Judge Philip Khairal- 
lah turned down the defence 


request at the start of a hear- 
ing in the Chamoun case. 

He said the five-man judi- 
cial council, Lebanon's high- 
est court, lacked jurisdiction 
to order Mr. Geagea’s trans- 
fer to a civil jail. 

The lawyers walked out 
when Mr. Khairallah then 
refused a defence request to 
postpone the trial pending a 
ruling from the State Con- 


chief defence lawyer EdmoncT 
Na'eem said, as be and 120 
black-robed colleagues left 
the heavily-guarded cour- 
troom. 

Mr. Na'eem, a former cen- 
tral bank governor, and his 
colleagues, have complained 
that they have not been 
allowed private consultations 
with Geagea at the ministry 
to prepare his defence. 

After the walkout the court 
ordered the head of Leba- 
non’s lawyer's syndicate to 
provide replacement defence 
lawyers. It gave Mr. Geagea 
until Dec. 16 to find lawyers 
or face the court with ones 
appointed by the syndicate. 

Mr. Geagea on Friday for 
the first time addressed the 
court judging him for murder 
charges, and condemned 
what he described as the 
“political” nature of the trial. 

In tiie third hearing of the 
trial that opened on Nov. 19, 
Mr. Geagea, 42, repeated his 
de man d that he should be 
moved out of the Defence 
Ministry basement where he 
has been kept in near isola- 
tion into a regular jail. 

The court said it will give 
an answer to Mr. Geagea’s 
request at the next hearing 
set for Saturday. 

Continuing to reject my 


demand could only cast suspi- 
cions that the political au- 
thority seeks to interfere with 
justice," Mr. Geagea said. 

“Doubts 1 had on the poli- 
tical authority’s intentions 
have J?ecn confirmed,” he 
added. 




Mr. Geagea, who looked 
rested, told the court that he 
allowed himself to be 
arrested on April 21 because 
he was confident in the coun- 
try’s justice. 

“I could have walked easily 
to the Vatican's embassy to 
get political asylum,” he said, 
referring to the closeness of 
the Vatican's diplomatic rep- 
resentation to his group's for- 
mer headquarters. 

“This trial could either fol- 
low a judicial procedure from" 
start to finish or be political 
from A to Z, but I refuse in 
any case to be held for (poli- 
tical reasons under judicial 
cover,” Mr. Geagea added. 

In the previous hearing, 
the court turned down Mr. 
Geagea's defence request to 
have him transferred to a 
regular jail, but lawyers de- 
cided to renew the demand as 
one of the five judges was 
replaced after falling ill. 

“I have been held for 250 
days in a cell without light ... 
sometimes blindfolded,” Mr. 
Geagea told the tribunal, 
known as the judicial council. 

“In our cell I can some- 
times hear screams,” he said, 
implying that other inmates 
at a detention centre in the 
Defence Ministry were being 


tortured. 

“We should be treated hu- 
manely,” said Mr. Geagea, 
whose name spelt terror 
across Lebanon's Christian 
heartland when he was leader 
of the Lebanese Forces, the 
Christians' main militia which 
was disarmed after the end of 
the 15-year civil war in 1990. 

Also on trial in the two 
crimes are four Geagea aides, 
including his chief of staff 
Fuad Malek. Fourteen 
others, including his top 
security chief Ghassan 
Touma, are being tried on 
the same charges in absentia. 

Friday's session was de- 
voted to the murder of Cha- 
raoun, 56, his half-German 
wife Ingrid Abdul Noor, and 
their two sons, Tarek, 7, and 
Julien, 5. They were killed by 
unidentified gunmen who 
broke into their house in 
suburban Baabda east of 
Beirut at dawn on Oct. 21, 
1990. 

Chamoun headed the 
right-wing National Liberal 
Party, long at odds with Mr. 
Geagea's Lebanese Forces, 
which ruled most of the 
Christian hinterland north 
and northeast of Beirut dur- 
ing the civil war. 

Mr. Geagea faces the 
deatii penalty if convicted of 
either charge. He told the 
judges he did not kill Cha- 
moun. 

“You should realise that 
we are innocent and that we 
have been framed,” Mr. 
Geagea said. 


Troubled Israeli Labour seeking to 


regain support from Russians , youth 


By Gillian Weiss 

The Associated Press 


He also stated that Jeru- 
salem must be put on the 
table together with the terri- 
tories as soon as final status 
discussions begin. Otherwise, 
he warns, the Palestinians 
will make stronger demands 
on West Bank issues. But if 
Jerusalem is included in the 
discussions there is a lot more 
room to manoeuvre. 


KALANSUA— The Muslim 
call to prayer drifted into 
Hanna Hashab's garden cot- 
tage as Yever Rainesch sur- 
veyed the living room deco- 
rated with crocheted doilies 
and plastic red roses. 

“How much does it cost to 
buy a house in the village?” 
asked Mrs. Rainesch. who 
immigrated from Russia to 
this Arab village in northern 
Israel. 

Ms. Rainesch was. in- 
terested in property, but she 
was invited to visit Ms. 
Hashab's home with more 
grand visions in mind. 

She was introduced to Ms. 
Hashab. an Israeli Arab, as 
part of wide-ranging Labour 
.Party attempt to change atti- 
tude towards Arabs and 
shore up support for its peace 
policies, especially among 
young voters and immigrants 
from the former Soviet Un- 


ion. 

Russian immigrants voted 
2-to-l, for Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin's ruling 
Labour Party in 1992, when it 
won a narrow victory over 


the right-wing Likud bloc. 
With the next elections less 
than two years away. Likud 
has pulled even with Labour 
in recent polls and Labour 
leaders fear that one of 
Israel's most powerful consti- 
tuencies will swing the ba- 
lance of power to the right in 
1996. 

By then, the immigrants 
will make up 10 per cent of 
Israel's population of 5.4 mil- 
lion and could rheoreticallv 

m 

control 12 swing seats in the 
120 -member parliament. 

Aware of that possible 
electoral clout, immigrant 
leader Natan Sharansky says 
he may form a partv to run in 
1996. ' 

“The immigrants in gener- 
al feel frustrated and dis- 
appointed by the govern- 
ment's treatment of their 
absorption." Mr. Sharansky 
said. “More and more immig- 
rants feel alienated and like a 
second class in Israel.” 

Past elections indicate Rus- 
sians almost automatically 
vote against the establish- 
ment and cany anti-Muslim 
sentiment from ethnic con- 
flicts at home. They are also 
generally suspicious of land- 
for-peace deals. 


In an effort to change those 
attitudes, the Golda Meir 
Association, an educational 
institute close to the Labour 
Party, is taking immigrants 
such as Ms. Rainesch and 
introducing them to Israeli 
Arabs in their daily lives. 


Golan Heights and Arab East 
Jerusalem is a fact of life. 

“They are vulnerable to 
right-wing principles of hav- 
ing political and historical, if 
not religious rights to the 
land.” said Stanley Ringler. a 
Labour official. 


Earlier this month, 15 im- 
migrants loured KaJansua’s 
mosque and flower hot- 
houses, attended an Arab- 
style lunch and met with villa- 
gers in their homes. 

Addressing the visitors at a 
trade union clubhouse, union 
secretary Asad Hadiga ,$aid: 
“We are all Muslimfe 1 '-We 
support peace as the way of 
Islam.”- _ 


In an effort to sway those 
voters. Labour started send- 
ing reserve generals and law- 
makers to schools to explain 
Jand-for-peace policies. 

Labour Legislator Ori Orr, 
a reserve major general, 
kicked off the campaign this 
month by fielding questions 
at an Israeli high school. 


However, the Russians 
were not so easily reassured. 
One woman said that since 
the bloody October bus 
bombing in Tel Aviv by a 
militant, she feels afraid 
whenever she sees an Arab. 

“We Arabs are not terror- 
ists,” responded one middle- 
aged Arab in a checkered 
shirt. 

Another troublesome 
group for Labour are the 
400,000 younger, first-time 
voters for whom Israeli con- 
trol over the West Bank, the 


One .student questioned 
Rabin's crediofiity, ‘not- 
ing that during the 1992 cam- 
paign the prime minister 
spoke of holding onto the 
Golan Heights, but has since 
proposed a significant with- 
drawal. 

Mr. Ott said Syria would 
first have to make conces- 
sions on water rights and its 
military presence in Lebanon 
before Israel would even con- 
sider giving back land. 

“If there are no answers to 
these questions, there won't 
be a peace treaty,” Mr. Orr 
reassured the students. 


Woman without a country spends nine months in airport 


By Mariam Sami 

■ The Associated Press 


CAIRO — Eating cheese 
sandwiches and sleeping 
across from duty-free shops 
selling perfume, Khadija 
Abdul Aziz has spent nine 
months in the Cairo airport 
transit lounge — bound for 
nowhere. 


The tall, 34-year-old 
woman with dose-cropped 
hair says she is a refugee from 
Angola, but has no passport. 
Officials have doubts about 
her claim. The United Na- 
tions and five countries are 
trying to figure out just who 
she is. 


While she waits, this 
woman without a country 
spends her days sitting in the 


transit lounge, talking to 
Egyptian airport workers and 
watching other potential re- 
fugees come and go. 

“I am devastated in every 
way and I am living in this 
whirlpool,” she said during 
an interview in an airport 
hallway. 

Ms. Abdul Aziz says she 
fled to Portugal in 1985, 
escaping a massacre in Ango- 
la that killed her parents, 
brother and husband. Her 
three children were with her, 
and she was pregnant with a 
fourth. Her two girls and two 
boys are now in Italy with a 
sister. 

After working in Spain for 
seven years, she says, she was 
deported for having an ex- 
pired visa. Sudan was her 
destination because — she 


says — she was keeping a 
Sudanese friend's passport. 
Id Khartoum, the passport 
was confiscated and she was 
put on the first flight to 
Egypt, which sent her to 
Spain, which sent her back to 
Cairo. 

She's been at Cairo airport 
since March. 

“My children don't know I 
am in here. I tell them I am 
still working in Spain and that 
everything is fine,” she told 
the Associated Press. 

It’s a sad story — if it’s 
true. Officials wonder about 
that. She is a Muslim — a 
religion almost unknown 
among Angolans, she speaks 
excellent Arabic. She said 
she learned it from an airport 
guard. But her dialect is 
Sudanese. 


The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner of Refugees 
(UNHCR) is trying to help 
her. The Egyptian govern- 
ment would like her to leave, 
but she has refused to see 
Angolan diplomats to help 
verify her identity. 

“The Egyptian immigra- 
tion office said she does not 
speak any local Angolan di- 
alects but is fluent in Ara- 
bic,” said Cesar Felizardo, 
first secretary of Angola's 
embassy. 

So Ms. Abdul Aziz stays in 
the transit area, about a 
dozen other people sit in the 
area, sometimes for a few 
days, while their status is 
investigated. 

Ms. Abdul Aziz has the 
only bed in a room reserved 
for women. One day earlier 


this week, bundles of clothing 
were heaped on the floor, 
and two figures slept on the 
stained brown carpet under 
an old gray blanket. 

“I bad to buy new blankets 
because it is too cold,” Ms. 
Abdul Aziz said. 

The UNHCR has given her 
900 Egyptian pounds, or ab- 
out (S270) over the past nine 
months. 

“We first heard about 
Abul Aziz's case in June... 
and we gave her money on 
humanitarian grounds,” said 
UNHCR spokesman Panos 
Mourn tzis. 

He said the UNHCR was 
also confused about her 
identity, noting she once said 
she was Sudanese. She has 
applied for help from a Un- 
ited States programme for 


it 


women, “Women at Risk, 
but has had no answer. Egypt 
also says it wants to help. 

“It is not Egypt’s fault that 
She is staying at the airport. 
...We want somebody to tell 
us who she is so that we can 
send her out,” said Hazem 
Taher of the Foreign Minis- 
try's refugee department. 

But Ms. Abdul Aziz stays 
on, complaining the airport 
supplies only one cheese 
sandwich a day. 

“If I lived on only that I 
would have been buried a 
long time ago,” she said. 

Asked of her hopes, Ms. 
Abdul Aziz said she wants to 
leave — but not to Angola — 
and to see her children. 

“I don’t mind going any- 
where,” she said. “I am very 
tired from inside 


is 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sudan criticises Kenya meeting 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudan has cnncKed what it caBed 
a “hostile" meeting being organised in the Kenyan capital 
Nairobi later this month to discuss the U-year cnvil war 
taking place in southern Sudan. The daily Al Engaz A) 
Watani newspaper quoted a government spokesman as 
saying the gathering was being organised by opposition 
elements exiled in London and the United States. One of 
those named as behind the meeting was former Informa- 
tion Minister Bona Malwal. who is in exile in London. AH 
those involved were “known for their antagonistic attitudes 
towards Sudan,” the spokesman, Mustafa Osman Ismail, 
said. Mr. Ismail, the secretary general of tiic government- 
backed International Peoples’ Friendship Council, said the 
meeting was aimed at strengthening the position ot the 
southern-based rebel movements. The rebel Sudan Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army (SPLA), which took up arms in 1983 
to end domination of the Christian, animist^ south by 
Muslims in the north, is demanding MlMewrmination for 
the south and an end to Islamic Sharia law in the whole of 
Sudan. Leaders of Uganda. Kenya. Ethiopia and Enttea 
have led efforts over the past two years to bring, the wumng 
sides together but so far the negotiations have failed to end 
the conflict. 
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U.N. anti-drugs campaign put on hold 


BAALBEK, Lebanon (AFP) — A U.N. p/an to promote 
alternatives to poppy and cannabis cultivation in Lebanon 
has been suspended because it could not be funded, the 
project manager said Fridav. Tunisian Mohammad Fara- 
jani told local leaders in Baalbek, in the eastern Bekaa 
Valley, that donor countries would not finance the project 
because of the “policy followed in the region." He did not 
elaborate. The United Nations planned a $4. 25-million 
budget for the project in 1994 and 1995, to be increased to 
more than $100 million by 1997. Local leaders who 
attended the meeting said they believed the cash freeze was I ^ 
aimed at pressuring the Lebanese government into accept- 
ing U.S. and Israeli demands to disarm the pro-lraman 
Hizbollah movement, which is strong in the region. 
Hizbollah claims most of the anti-Israeli attacks in the 
Jewish state’s self-proclaimed “security zone" in southern 
Lebanon. “We hope that things will change in the next 
stage,” added Mr. Farajani, who heads the U.N. rural 
development programmes in Baalbek and the neighbouring 
Hermel region. 
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Bahrain rejects Qatar request on dispute 


MANAMA (AFP) — Bahrain rejected Friday a new 
request made by Qatar for the International Court of 
justice in the Hague to settle the border dispute between 
the two Gulf states. A Bahraini Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said Qatar presented its unilateral request on Nov. 30 
“following the failure of negotiations” between the two 
countries aimed at drawing up a joint request to submit to 
the court. “It is Bahrain’s duty to oppose this new request, 
which does not conform to the decision taken by the 
International Court of Justice on July 1, 1994," the 
spokesman said, quoted by the official Gulf News Agency 
of Bahrain. In July the court gave Qatar and Bahrain until 
the end of November to present their submissions on the 
border dispute either jointly or separately. The court tu-d 
ruled as non-admissable a request from Qatar which it said 
concerned only part of the dispute. Doha had asked the 
court three years ago to recognise its soyer?igjtl$ pyer.^ 
islands of Hawar as well as'ibdl. waters surrounding Dibal,- 
without mentioning the dispute over the Zubara region on 
Qatar’s nonvest coast which is,(flaimed by Bahrain. 


Israeli Arabs start Qatar visit 


DUBAI (R) — A delegation of prominent Israeli Arab 
politicians has arrived in Qatar on the first such visit to an 
Gulf state since Israel's creation in 1948. The offical Qatar 
news agency said they arrived in Doha on Friday night for a*S 
one-week visit and were met at the airport by municipal 1 
officials. Israeli Arabs have been cut off from the Arab 
World because they hold Israeli passports. The 12-member 
delegation of politicians, dignitaries, heads of municipal 
councils and businessmen from Israel's one million strong 
Arab minority were officially invited by Qatar’s Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassim Ben Jabr Al Thani. 
Delegation members said in Amman before leaving for 
Qatar that they would meet the emirate's ruler. Sheikh 
Khalifa Ben Hamad Al Thani, and senior Qatari officials 
and discuss tourism, educational, cultural and economic 
cooperation. 


Libya bars Palestinians from returning 


TUNIS (R) — About 30 Palestinian residents of Libya are 
stranded on the border with Egypt because Tripoli refuses 
to let them back in, diplomats said on Saturday. The 
Palestinians , most of them workers and students, were 
returning through Egypt from holidays in the Palestinian 
Mlf-rule areas. They were stock at a place called Assollum. 
Some have families still m Libya, the sources added. 
Libya has always claimed it is the land of all Arabs and- 

. c 9 n J a 5 ts ,^ e authorities are continuing,” an 
offiaal at toe Palestinian diplomatic mission in Tripoli told 
Reuters. Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi. angered bv the 

tion and Israel in September 1993, has said he Jans to 

° f P ?i estinian s living in Libya to the Gaza 
Strip. Palestinians said so far the threat has not been 

unpteTOnted. An estimated 20.000 Palestinians live to J 
Libya. Libya was once a main supporter of the PLO bull} 

-£° en , d ^ 8,1 "“"dal to the PLO and it h£!s 

to£d to' o2^2t“ W " h radical P0,es,inian »"T» 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773Uhl9 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17:00 Pol La uards 

17:30 UnPourTous 

10400 Montagnc 

1830 Lc Vent Dcs Moissons 

19M News in French 

19:15 Ushuaia 

1*30 McHaJcs Navy 

2940 The Phanton Horsemen 

2909 Quantum Leap 

21:10 Galactica 

22M News in English 

22sM Scarlett 

2&50 International Ballet 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:53 Fajr 

06:15 (Sunrise) Duha 

IU25 Dhuhr 

14:13 ‘Asr 

lfc36 Maghreb 

17:58 ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

St- Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swtfflda, Tel. 320740 
Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the AmnmdatfaM Tel. 
637440. 

De ia SiQe Church Tel. 661757 
Temsancta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Anjumdatfou Tel. 
623541. 


AngUcaa Church Tel. 630851. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Cathode Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

Si. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751- 
Amman Internatioiia] Church Tcl- 
652526. 

Evaapfical Lutheran Church Tel: 
82432S. 



Amman 4. Aqaba 16 Humidity 
readings: Amman 92 per cent. 
Aqaba 56 per cent. 


ftregstkxi Td. 684195 
The Latter-Day S"*"— Tel. 654932 
Church of Nazaraw Tc 1 .675691. 
The Evangdctl Local Church In 


Td. 611295 


Bulktm supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Temperatures will continue to 
drop steadily with snow expected to 
fan in all pans of the kingdom 
except the Jordan Valley and 
Aqaba, in Aqaba, skies will be 
doudy with a diance of ram. Winds 
will be southerly active and seas 
high. 

Min -/Max. temp. 

Amman -2/3 

Aqaba 7/14 

Deserts 0/4 

Jordan Valley ... ■ all VII ... .... 5/10 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 


NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Batajal Bader 849362 

Dr. Arafat Ashtaab 602507 

Dr. Said AH 788285 

Dr. Yahya Abdul Satam ... 736072 

firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AJ Ascroa pharmacy 637055 

Nanoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al SaJam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Sfamcsaiu pharmacy 637660 

Nahuujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

* 

IRBUfc 

Dr. Ali Sboqairi 246140 

Alquds pharmacy { — ) 

ZARQA; 

Dr. Khota Abu Htissdn .... 98S0O0 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63034! 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 6211 11. 637777 

fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Seemly Department 63032! 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance! 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdan Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774m 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

■ « 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08*53200 
Ouccn Afia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidj Maternity. J. Aran 

644281/6 

Akxlch Maternity. J. Aran. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmctsanj 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 8458*5 

Al-Muasncr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-AUi. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ....602240/50 
Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

109)900560 

IbnSina Hospital <09)986732 

A 1 Hikma Modem Hospital (09)990900 
QWDe 

Princess Banu Hospital (02)275555 

Greek CaihoGc Hospital (02)272275 

An AJ Nate Hospital (02C4710G 

AQABA: 

Prince* Hsya Hospital (03)314111 


QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Aqaba (RJ) 

Cairo (ftj) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

1Zs 35 — Abu Dhabi, Muscat fGF) 
Moscow (SU) 

SSS C* 11 ® IMS) 

SS Beirut (ME) 

>«anbul (TK) 

B, - , ° Amsterdam (KL) 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) mionnation 


department at the Ouccn Alia In- 
ternationa! Airport Td, (08)53200* 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
nights 

(Terminal 1) 

95:35 Bangkok (RJ) 

08:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

08J5 Jeddah (RJ) 

DM# Damascus f RJ) 

OfcOS Lames (RJ) 

0*55 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

18:15 Beirut (RJ) 

18:15 Doha, Bahrain i RJ) 

17:80 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1730 Paris, Brussels (Rj; 

IMS London (RJ 

18:10 Madrid. Geneva (Rj; 

Ufe40 Athens (I 

1fe» ........ Vl Vienna 

— .... Frankfurt 

Rome 



Royal Jordanian (RJt 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

■.a ti^'cSsES }S! 

Vienna (RJ) 
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at A BENEFIT BAZAAR: 

Depytistag Cor Her Majesty 
Queen Noor* Her Royal 
BigtacnMNenRanb AJ 
yplnlfafc Saturday opens a 
bazaar organised by 
tbe Jerasfa limes C1©1» at A1 
Husseta Youth City. Tbe 
l^aar, which displays pro- 
by tbe Noo r Al Hus- 
jflw Founda ti o n (NHF) and 
several charity organisa- 
tions, tedndes emrokferies, 
regh traditional costumes, 
knit-wear, Christmas gifts 
traditional dishes (Pet- 
ra photo) . . 
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Japanese-French consortium wins 
$ 60 m contract to build fertilizer plant 




L 


By Kbattab Salman 

Special to tbe Jordan Tic 
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- . L 1 AMMAN — A consortium of 
\ ? Japanese and French com- 
... ’ >.' panies Saturday was awarded 

'Jacon tract for tbe constnic- 
ti<yn of a compound fertilizer 
' ' / {riant by tbe Nippon Jordan 
■ ^Fertilizer Company, accord- 
: ' / gig to the Arab Potash Com- 
'-i-..:pany (APC). 

Tbe 300,000-metric-tonne 
per year compound fertilizer 
CCVjcKf Sant will cost $60 million and 
' S,Cn %£%«ted to be completed 
- - in 24 months to produce com- 

. I'-- pound fertilizer (NPK), di- 
. -ammonium phosphate 
- . . . \'l ^{pPA) and various fbrmula- 
^ -noos for export to Japan, the 
APC said. 

• " . This project, said the APC, 


comes as a result of an ex- 
tended relationship between 
Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company (JPMC) and the 
APC on one side, and several 
Japanese companies who are 
concerned with the market- 
ing and industrialisation of 
fertilizers on the other. 

The Nippon Jordan Ferti- 
lizer Company was estab- 
lished as a joint venture be- 
tween companies from Jor- 
dan and Japan following the 
visit of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, to Japan in 1990. 

The Japanese companies 
participating in the project 
are the National Federation 
of .Agricultural Associations, 
Mitsubishi Chemical Cor- 
poration, Asahi Industries 


Company, and Mitsubishi 
Corporation. 

The project will be built in 
Aqaba on a 55,000 square- 
metre plot which is located 
near the industrial complex 
of the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company within the 
assigned free zone area, thus 
enjoying the benefits and ex- 
emptions that are granted by 
die Free Zone Law. 

JPMC and APC will supply 
the project* with the annual 
necessary basic raw materials 
comprising 80,000 tonnes of 
phosphoric add, 38,000 ton- 
nes of sulphuric add, 80,000 
tonnes of potash mid 50,000 
tonnes of ammonia. 

According to the APC, the 
project would bring many be- 


nefits to the Jordanian eco- 
nomy and labour sector. It 
will create more than 100 
jobs with various fields of 
specialisation, and will form a 
launching pad for Jordanian- 
related companies to export 
new products to the Japanese 
market. 

It said the project will also 
provide the Jordanian side 
with additional know - how 
from the Japanese side in 
producing fertilizers, espe- 
cially compound, in a step to 
fortify Jordan’s position as a 
major fertilizer producer in 
the region, in addition to 
securing foreign cmrendes 
for the Jordanian economy 
and attracting more Japanese 
and foreign investors. 
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Japan views Jordan as ‘key’ country 

for peace, prosperity in Middle East 

■ 

Envoy says Tokyo wants to advance ‘valuable’ ties 


» ■ ^ 1 1 
* i i . 




• * ' a: —Amman (j.t.) — On the' 

occasion of the national day 
ainft o ' ■ * .^ii -eception celebrating the 

trsas star, ..... )W)day of Aldhi _- 

. . . b, who will torn 61 on Dec. 

/' 13, Japanese Ambassador 
fuji Dceda Saturday issued a 
Utement which highlights 
’...to 40-years of Japan ese- 
J ■ nrdanian diplomatic ties and 

jdks of continued Japanese 
‘Assistance to the Kingdom. 

• - Following are excerpts 
- -rom Mr. Ikeda’s statement: 

“ ; ' “The Japanese imperial 

. . amily and the Jordanian 
. . oyal family have established 
-aid maintained a dose and 
* . -raxm relationship based on 

nutual respect and 
nendship. His Majesty King 
.lossein visited Japan four 

& * i e* e * t n n ’V S ' ■ C m ?etw--‘imes, most recently in 1989 

o attend the fcneral of the 
' ate Emperor Showa. His 
11 ^oyal Highness Crown 

v . Prince Hassan visited Japan 
■ hrcc times, most recently in 

1990 to attend the enthrone- 

■ ■ 

■ meat ceremony of the emper- 
.. 3r. The crown prince and 
. -princess of Japan, now the 
-. emperor and empress, visited 
. - - Jordan in 1976. 

■s E®riy 1995, their Impe- 
W Highnesses Crown Prince 
■-'tenihito and Princess Masa- 
pay an official visit to 
: Widan uqpon the invitation of 
.^4 Majesty King Hussein 
' #d Her Majesty Queen 

. WOT. 

• • ‘“Along with the warm re- 
lationship established be- 
iweoi the two royal families, 

- have de- 

waoped dose ties in various 
- - fields. 


dose ties in various 


ib i “These ties have recently { 
received a fresh momentum 
with tbe visits by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basina, 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah and Her Royal 
Highness Princess Haya in 
1993. Her Royal Highness 
Princess Haya also visited 
Japan in September 1994 to 
participate in the Asian 
Olympic Games held in 
Hiroshima. 

“This year marks the 40th 
anniversary of the establish- 
ment of diplomatic relations 
between Japan and Jordan in 
1954. It was, however, in 
1974 that the two countries - 
opened embassies respective- 
ly in Tokyo and Amman. 

“Since then, Japan and 
Jordan have successfully de- 
veloped most friendly and 
close ties in a relatively short 
period of time. Needless to 
say, the cordial relations be- 
tween Japan and Jordan are 
of mutual benefit to the two 
countries and their peoples.” 

“Japan wishes to maintain 
and further promote its valu- 
able ties with Jordan, the key 
country for peace ana . 
prosperity in the Middle 
East. 

“It is thus hoped that the 
existing relationship will be 
further broadened and 
deepened by the efforts of 
both sides in order to cater 
for the new era of peace _ 
which is taking place in the ‘ 
region. . . 

“In this regard it is gratify- 
ing to see that now, prepara- 
tions are going on for the 
holding of “Jordan Week” in 


ly expected to further expand 
the scope of the relationship 
and enhance friendship and 
mutual understanding. 

“Japan heartily com- 
mended the signing of a 
peace treaty by Jordan and 
Israel, and regards h as one 
of the pillars for peace and 
stability in the Middle East. 

“Japan highly values the 
efforts made by tbe two par- 
ties in achieving the signing 
of the treaty after their active 
engagement in the peace 
negotiations of the ongoing 
peace process, which started 
at the Middle East peace 
conference in Madrid in 
October 1991. 

“Japan has consistently 
maintained that a just, lasting 
and comprehensive peace in 
the Middle East should be 
achieved, based on United 
Nations Security Council re- 
solutions 242 and 338. Japan 
sincerely hopes that the nego- 
tiations between Israel and 
Syria and those between 
Iaael and Lebanon will make 
progress as soon as possible, 
given an impetus by the re- 
cent achievement on the 
Jordanian trade. 

i 

“Support from the interna- 
tional community is essential 
for further progress of the 
peace process. Japan intends 
to continue its assistance to 
the peace process by urging 
peace efforts by the parties 
concerned, by participating 
in the multilateral negotia- 
tions, and by extending eco- 
nomic assistance to the 


[C * ; • • ■ 

Palestinians and to the re- 
gional countries. 

“Concerning Japanese eco- 
nomic cooperation with Jor- 
dan, Japan, being aware of 
Jordan’s significant role for 
the stability in the region, has 
been increasing its economic 
assistance to Jordan in recent 
years in appreciation to the 
Kingdom’s endeavours to- 
wards democratisations and 
economic reform amid its 
economic difficulties. 

“Japan has been a major 
donor country to Jordan dur- 
ing the decade, particularly 
since the Gulf crisis. In 1994, 
Japan is expected to extend 
financial assistance worth 
approximately S150 million 
to Jordan, including two 
loans for the “Energy Sector 
Adjustment Programme” 
and the “Aqaba Thermal 
Power Plant (Stage II)” 
signed on Aug. 2, 1994. 
“Japan further called upon 
other donors on the occasion 
of the Jordan Consultative 
Group meeting in Paris last 
May to extend more assist- 
ance to Jordan since we be- 
lieve that concerted efforts 
would be needed from the 
international commnnity to 
support Jordan both political- 
ly and economically. 

“This stance of Japan to- 
wards economic assistance to 
Jordan is closely related to 
the development of the Mid- 
dle East peace process in 
which the government of 
Japan emphasises the import- 
ance of the assistance to Jor- 
dan, considering Jordan's de- 
voted efforts to promote dur- 
able peace in the region.” 
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The following listings are ^verity 


■ n.. *.u » mmniled from monthly bulletins ☆ Exhibitlni of Mima SaodTs private collection of contem- 

23 teSSf p«». * ’t^ n P. ara m ° A J,ontai “ “ «"*«■» vnta*e. 

the fotedtimeand place with the concerned institutions. * Exhibition of paintings by Sadik Kwaisfa at the French 

r Cultural Centre. 

■ 

— ncriTALS * Exhibition by Akram N^jl Shaker at Ab’aad Art Gallery. 

LUTE AND NOVEL RECITALa * Exhibition of paintings by Dr. AH Al Ghoul at tbe Italian 

* Lnte ndtel by Shukr at the Royal Cultural Language Centre (TeL 699348). 

' . “”‘ re “ *=°® p -“ u . Gaiter, for * | rl,ibi,io,, °f Pakistani art entitled “Colours and 

* Novel recital by H * ni Al Tin at tbe Phoenix Gallery tor Forms” at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

Cahare and Art at 6 JO p.m. * Exhibition by artists Lattif Al ^ Muhy 

Khaleda at the Housing Bank Gallery. 

FILM! 

, — AA Motor show *95 at the International Motor Exhibition, 

* SH® entitled “Aladdin” at the American Center at 5:00 airport highway. 

N®* * Exh ibiti o n of paintings by Saadi Al Kaabi at Alia Art 

EXHIBITIONS Gallery. ^ 

Exhibition of portraits tar Fahrebussa ^eid and the ☆ Exhibition of sculptures by ‘ Amer Khalil at Bafadna Art 
exhibition of contemporary Arab artists at Darat Al Gallery. 

Fbmm. 


Regional scholars meet to uncover 

historical? cultural facts of area 

\ ’ 

Princess Sumaya inaugurates colloquium on 


the study of 

By Kbattab Salman 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Inaugurating 
the colloquium on Byzantine 
and early Isl ami c ceramics in 
-Syria and Jordan from the 
fourth to the eighth centuries 
A.D. Saturday Her. Royal 
Highness Princess Sumaya ■ 
Bint Al Hassan said joint 
programmes of collecting 
data on a regional level con- 
cerning historical means and ■ 
forms of ceramics production 
will help in establishing a 
library of categorised 
archaeological symbols. 

Deputising for His Royal . 
Highness Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, Princess Sumaya* 
said the cultural dimenskm of 
the forthcoming European- 
Mediterranean summit to be 
held next year in Madrid 
highlights the importance of 
the request made by Prince 
Hassan to hold an extraordin- 
ary meeting of archaeological 
schools to focus on universal 
civilisations and their roots in 
the Eastern Mediterranean 
region. 

The Princess said that this 
international colloquium is 
held at a stage of peace build- 
ing and rapprochement 
among cultures which is con- 
tributed to by such events. 

Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Mohammad 
Adwan addressed the gather- 
ing of scholars saying that it 
was a pleasure to see that this 
distinguished group indudes 
many international experts 
who are studying an impor- 
tant face of the region's herit- 
age using the timely theme of 
regional cooperation in the 
field of archaeological re- 
search, bringing together 
archaeologists from Jordan, 
Syria, Lebanon and Pales- 
tine, as well as Britain and 
France. 

“These countries that 
share so much in common 
can form a complementary 
and integral unit fbr research 
and study of our common- 
past for archaeologists from: 

all over the world” he said. 

nw 

ACC grants 
JD 13m to 

farmers 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Since the 
start of 1994, the Agricultural 
■Credit Corporation (ACC) 
has to date granted loans 
totalling JD 13 million to 
5,338 farmers and land de- 
velopers, according to ACC 
Director General Moham- 
mad Arabiyat 

Mr. Arabiyat said that the* 
loans were used to finance 
4,700 projects which induded 
among other things redaraa- 
tion of land for rain-fed or 
irrigated farming, livestock 
projects, agro-industries, 
building installations such as 
farms, and for the purchase 
of equipment and farm im- 
plements. 

He said more than 80 per 
cent of these loans went to 
small farmers, of whom 65 
per cent were first-time ACC 
loan redpients. 

Mr. Arabiyat attributed 
the demand for loans from 
the ACC to the number of 
cash-strapped farmers seek- 
ing to buy agricultural inputs 
and to the rises in agricultural 
production in the past few 
years. 

Referring to loan repay- 
ments by formers, Mr. Ara- 
biyat said that since the be- 
ginning of 1994 and until the 
end of last month, the for- 
mers paid back nearly JD 10 
million out of a total of 
JD 13.6 million, accounting 
for 74 per cent of the total 
loans. 

On tbe government’s deci- 
sion last month to write-off 
interest on loans to farmers. 
Sir. Arabiyat said that all 
formeis who obtained loans 
from tbe ACC as far back as 
January 1981 will benefit 
from the government’s deci- 
sion. 

In total Mr. Arabiyat said 
the interest write-off amounts 
to JD 10,747,178, in accord- 
ance with the government’s 
set of regulations depending 
on the volume of the loans. 

He said the write-off rates 
on loan interest range from 
30 per cent to 100 per cent, 
accord in g to the following 
schedule. 

Mr. Arabiyat said that the 
treasury will pay the write-off 
portion of the interest and 
will raise the ACC’s current 
budget of JD 17 million to 
JD 24 million to enable it to 
grant more loans, primarily 
to small formers. 


ancient civilisations’ ceramics * 



Her Royal Hi ghness Princess Sumaya 
Bint Al Hassan Saturday listens to an 
address by one of the participants to the 
colloquium on the study of the ceramics of 


mm 

ancient civilisations in the region attended 
by Minis ter of Tourism and Antiquities 
Mohammad Adwan (Petra photo) 


Dr. Adwan added that the 
wealth of historical treasures 
of the great ancient civilisa- 
tions which testify to the lega- 
cies of the area's common ■ 
heritage, puts a special re- 
sponsibility on all involved to 
uncover them, restore them, 
and protect and preserve 
them for mankind and future 
generations. 

“That is why it is one of 
our main national priorities 
to encourage, support and 
sponsor all efforts that un- 
ravel the secrets of our his- 
tory and our past” be said. 

The minister noted that the 
theme of the colloquium cov- 
ers a very important aspect of 
archaeological heritage at a 
significant period in history. 

“As it is well-known, a vast 
number of our monuments 
date back to the Byzantine 
and; early Islafmp 7 riras 1 . .Tfie&e , 
moifuments an^ sites /priri a/ 
major part of Joruan’s,.y^ibIe 


cultural heritage; and it was 
during these periods that 
much of the spiritual culture 
of our people took form” he 
said. 

Other than the importance 
of the physical conservation 
of monuments, there is a 
need to understand them and 
to be able to present them, to 
make them "speak to us all,” 
Dr. Adwan said. 

This understanding can 
only come through doing all 
of the basic work on the 
ground, a major part of 
which is the detailed analysis 
of ceramics, said the minis- 
ter. 

Director of the Damascus- 
based Institut Francais D’ar- 
cbeologie du Proche-Orient 
Francois Viiieneuve ex- 
plained the importance of 
holding such specialised col- 
•loquinms,- adding that this 
{evetit dfaaisses .a transitional 
, period of one of the most 


important eras in the history 
of the region, and that such 
in-depth discussions would 
reveal more historical and 
cultural facts characterising 
the region. 

Sessions of the first day of 
the three-day event discussed 
several issues featuring the 
Byzantine and Islamic 
periods such as late Roman 
pottery and its prototypes in 
the 2nd and 3rd centuries 
A.D., the Byzantine pottery 
discovered in 1981/ the Petra 
excavations, Byzantine/ early 
Islamic pottery from tbe Am- 
man citadel, late Byzantine- 
early Islamic potteiy (7th, 8th ■ 
centuries from the Roman 
Road Project in Madaba), ' 
Byzantine-Umayyad pottery 
from the first season at Khir- 
bet Nakhfl near Karak, and 
the pottery-; from Humeimph 
(die closed/ corpus from the? 
lower' church^ -d.-’c 


TCC issues payment deadline 
to 18,000 delinquent subscribers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (TCC) Saturday 
partially suspended tele- 
phone services to nearly 
18,000 subscribers within 
the greater Amman area 
for their failure to pay their 
bills. TCC Director Gener- 
al Walid Dweik said that 
the delinquent subscribers 
owe tbe TCC nearly JD 3 
million which should be 
paid within a week from 
Saturday, Dec. 3, other- 
wise the corporation will 


completely cut telephone 
services. 

According to Mr. Dweik, 
a partial suspension means 
that the subscriber is able 
to receive calls, but can not 
.place calls. He said bills 
must be paid at the TCC 
main centres in Amman 
and the suburbs. 

Delinquent subscribers 
who foil to pay their over- 
due bills by the warning 
deadline will be required to 
pay JD 5 fine to have the 
services reconnected. 


According to Mr. Dweik,' . 
the TCC is determined to ; 
collect all the outstanding 
bills before the end of the- 
current fiscal year. 

TCC centres at central ^ 
Amman, Wadi Seer,-' 
Sweileh, Abdali, Marka' ‘ 
and Ashrafieh reported” 
long queues of people wait- / 
ing to pay their bills. , J 
According to Mr. Dweik, * 
the TCC resorted to partial 
and complete suspension of 
telephone services after re- 
peated warnings. 


— 

Fog blamed for road collision ; 

Minis ters visit victims of Qatraneh accident-: 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Poor visi- 
bility Saturday was blamed 
for a road collision between a 
bus transporting tourists from 
Petra to Amman and a dump 
truck heading for Wadi 
Mousa, but no injuries were 
reported, according to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 
The accident, which occurred 
between Shobak and Wadi 
Mousa, caused material dam- 
age only, Petra said. 

Meanwhile Health Minis- 
ter Aref Balayneh and Minis- " 
ter of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Abdui Sal am Abbadi 


Saturday visited hospitalised 
victims of Thursday's fatal 
road accident on a desert 
road in the south. 

Six of the 28 injured are 
being treated at Al Bashir 
Hospital in Amman. 

According to an Al Bashir 
administrator, Fuad Souri, the 
five women and one man were in 
fair condition. 

Other victims were admit- 
ted to Al Hussein Medical 
Centre and Al Karak Hospit- 
al in the south. 

Dr. Souri said that the pa- 
tients would be discharged 


■ 

after a few days. 

He said Dr. Batayneh^ 
ordered that the Health. ,4 
Ministry pay for the treat-*, 
ment of the injured and offer ; 
them facilities to ensure their 
safe return to their homes, -i 
Nine people were killed in-, 
Thursday's road accident,- 
while on their way from the 
West Bank to Saadi Arabia 
on tbe lesser pilgrimage to 1 '" 
Mecca. Police reports said ' * 
the driver of the bus was _ 
speeding to overtake a vehi- J 
cle and the bus went out of J 
control and overturned. < 


Don't Miss The Last Two Days 




Bani Hamida Exhibition 

I 1 

"DECEMBER" 


Forest greens, majestic blues, glowing reds, warm aubergines, 
subtle ambers and earthtones give warmth to the many 
settings displayed in the Bani Hamida House. 

At the Bani Hamida House 
Saturday, November 26th - Monday, December 5th 

8:30 a.m. - 8:30 pjoa. 

For information please call 658696/7 
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U.S., East Europeans discuss 
Russian fears on NATO plans 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher met with foreign 
ministers from II former 
East Bloc states Saturday 
oyer their chances for mem- 
bership in NATO and how to 
win Russian support for its 
former satellites joining the 
Western alliance. 

- “We discussed the import- 
ance of integrating Russia 
into Europe and ensure there 
is not a new bloc or a new 
wall.*' Mr. Christopher told 
reporters following the meet- 
ing. 

He said the Atlantic 
alliance had to do “anything 
we can do to promote better 
relations and to reassure” 
Russian that NATO expan- 
sion to former Warsaw Pact 
nations would not harm Rus- 
sian security interests. 

In addition, Mr. Christ- 
opher said the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation would 
only accept new members 
progressively and on a “case 
by case" basis, but stressed 
Russia could not be allowed 
to have the “right of veto” on 
who joined. 


He was speaking after con- 
sultations with foreign minis- 
ters from Albania. Bulgaria, 
the Czech Republic, Hun- 
gary. Romania. Slovakia, 
Slovenia and the three Baltic 
states Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania. 

Poland was represented by 
its ambassador in Brussels, 
but Mr. Christopher had 
already met Warsaw's foreign 
minister for talks Friday. 

Estonia's Foreign Minister 
Yuri Luik stressed no state 
wishing to join should be left 
behind. 

“We heard from Christ- 
opher that the United States 
will continue its very active 
policy for enlargement,” Mr. 
Luik said, adding that the 
former Soviet satellites’ de- 
sire for membership in both 
NATO and the European 
Union went “very much hand 
in hand.” 

NATO decided Thursday 
to open an internal debate on 
how to expand eastwards as 
far as Russian itself, but an 
angry Russian Foreign Minis- 
ter Andrei Kozyrev reacted 
by refusing to endorse an 


individual Russia-NATO 
partnership agreement and a 
framework accord on alliance 
relations with Moscow. 

Despite long talks early 
Friday between Mr. Kozyrev 
and Mr. Christopher, neither 
side would soften their posi- 
tion. 

The rift between NATO 
and Russia over the eastern 
states joining the alliance 
constitutes a surprising rebuff 
for Washington, which has 
been pushing hard for NATO 
expansion eastwards. 
Washington believed it had in 
principle won support for its 
stance from Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin. 

Mr. Yeltsin and U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton are to dis- 
cuss the thorny issue when 
they meet Monday and Tues- 
day at the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE) summit in 
Budapest. 

Mr. Christopher and his 
Eastern and Central Euro- 
pean partners also touched 
on European integration at 
their meeting Saturday, and 
discussed how to bolster the 


CSCE's capacity to prevent 
and resolve regional con- 
flicts. 

Mr. Christopher said the 
ministers meanwhile backed 

the idea of progressive in- 
tegration into NATO accord- 
ing to select criteria. 

The Western alliance has 
yet to come up with a time 
frame for admission into 
NATO or indicate who is 
best placed to join, but the 
so-called Visegrad states — . 
the Czech Republic, Hun- 
gary, Poland and Slovakia — 
are believed to head the list. 

A NATO study on the 
criteria prospective members 
will have to fulfil and the cost 
of the integration of their 
respective armies is set to be 
drawn up and presented to 
the states concerned by the 
end of next year. 

Romanian Foreign Minis- 
ter Teodor Melescanu said 
each application would have 
to be judged “each on its own 
merits” but stressed that 
NATO, as it expanded, had 
to “ensure a regional balance 
of power." 


Hungary rail crash toll hits 29 


BUDAPEST (AFP) — The 
death toll in Friday's train 
crash in Szajoi, central Hun- 
gary. has risen to 29, with 56 
people injured, the Hunga- 
rian News Agency (MTT) re- 
ported Saturday. 

Earlier reports put the 
number of dead at 21, with 44 
injured in the crash 
died overnight Friday. Res- 
cue workers were continuing 
to search the mangled wreck- 
age, it said. 

The bodies of 12 victims, a 
Uk rainian and 11 Hungarians, 
have so far been identified, 
police said. 

The accident happened 
when four coaches of a pas- 
senger train travelling be- 
tween Budapest and Nyiregy- 


baza in east Hungary, left the 
rails as the train sped through 
Szajoi station. The second 
coach derailed, pulling the 
next three with it. The loose 
coaches smashed into station 
buildings, demolishing some. 

“The train was running at 
more than 100 kilometres an 
hour when it hit the station 
building like a bomb,” a rail- 
worker who witnessed the 
accident said. 

The rail coaches hit part of 
the building housing a res- 
taurant which was busy at the 
time, the witness said. 

A railworkers’ office in the 
same building and another 
station building were also 
badly damaged. 

Early reports indicated a 


signalling error and said the 
points outside the station had 
been wrongly set. 

Transport Minister Karoly 
Lotz who went to the scene 
with Interior Minister Gabor 
Kuncze did not rule out 
“technical problems.” 

The injured were freed by 
rescue teams and taken to 
hospitals in the neighbouring 
towns of Debrecen and Kar- 
cag. 

Police in Szajoi have 
opened a special telephone 
line for relatives of the dead 
and injured. 

In a statement, the Hunga- 
rian Railworkers 1 Union criti- 
cised the authorities for fail- 
ing to “pay enough attention 
to the railways." 


6th person held in Indian spy case 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
biggest spy case widened with 
the arrest of a Sixth person 
suspected of helping to steal 
sensitive rocket science sec- 
rets for foreign agents, media 
reports said Saturday. 

Police Friday arrested an 
industrialist with ties to the 
alleged kingpin of the sus- 
pected spy network, the re- 
ports said. 

Sudhir Kumar Sharma. 


who runs a steel factory in the 
southern Indian city of Bang- 
alore, was detained in Tri- 
vandrum, site of a research 
centre belonging to the Indi- 
an Space Research Organisa- 
tion (ISRO). 

Two ISRO scientists from 
Trivandrum, on India's 
southern tip, had already 
been arrested in the probe, 
along with two women horn 
the Maldives and a repre- 


sentative of the Russian 
space agency Glovkosoms; 

Defence experts said Fri- 
day that .another 20 senior 
scientists were suspected of 
involvement in the espionage 
case, which they said could 
seriously harm India's rocket 
and missile programmes. 

The Times Of India news- 
paper said two other senior 
scientists were expected to be 
arrested soon. 


Taiwan ruling party ahead in elections 


TAIPEI (R) — Voters 
turned out in large numbers 
in Taiwan’s elections Satur- 
day and early signs suggested 
the ruling Nationalist Party 
might emerge at least partial- 
ly victorious from its biggest 
ever electoral test. 

Polling was calm as voters 
focused on the biggest elec- 
toral issue — whether this 
island should reunite with 
China or seek independence 
from it. 

.“The turnout will probably 
exceed the 72 per cent in the 
last parhamentaiy elections 
blit it probably won’t reach 
80 per cent,” said Hsu Kuei- 
Lin, secretary-general of the 
Central Election Commis- 
sion. 

State television said initial 
results in the key race for the 
island's governor showed 
Nationalist candidate James 
Soong with 1.08 million votes 
compared to his nearest rival 
Democratic Progressive Par- 
ty (DPP) candidate Chen 
Ding-Nan's 790,179 votes in 
counting so far. There is from 
an electorate of 11.18 million 
in die gubernatorial race. 

The post of governor, 
which holds considerable 
power, is the highest position 
ever to face a popular vote on 
Taiwan. 

Voters were also choosing 
the mayors of die two biggest 
cities, Taipei and Kaohsiung, 
provincial assemblymen and 
city counciUors. 

In Taipei, initial results 
showed the DPP candidate 
Chen Sbni-Bian had opened 
up an extensive lead over 
National in cum bent Hoang 
Ta-Chou. The Nationalists 
appeared to be leading in 
Kaohsiung. 

The reports did not say 
what percentage of the votes 
had been counted. 

The candidate elected gov- 
ernor of Taiwan Saturday will 
find himself running a pro- 
vince, which, curiously, is 
also a country. The apparent 
contradiction arises tom the 
days when this island of 21 
million people used to daim 
to rule all mainland China 
and saw its own territory as 
just one province. 

But although it still dings 



A Taipei voter carefully studies her ballot to elect mayor and 
members of the Taipei City Council S at urd a y at a polling 
station at a **wipi» before casting it. The city of Taipei 

elected its first mayor since 1964 and the southern Kaohsiung 
city had its last mayoral pofl in 1979. The island province is also 
holding its first gubernatorial pofl in 45 years (AFP photo) 


to a definition of itself as a 
province, it is in reality a 
country which guides its own 
autonomous domestic and 
external policies. 

All this makes the post of 
provincial governor here con- 
siderably more important 
than its title might suggest. 
Only the cities of Taipei and 
Kaohsiung are outside its 
jurisdiction. 

Since Taiwaan lifted mar - 
tial law in 1987 it has held 
some elections, including one 
in 1992 for the Legislative 
Yuan, or parliament. 

Saturday’s poll, involving a 
record 13.9 million potential 
voters, gave people their first 
chance to. choose the admi- 
nistrators who have a day-to- 
day impact on their lives. 

President Lee Teng-Hui 
said in a press release from 
his office that the election 
“shows we are implementing 
local autonomy and giving 
the people sovereignty.” 

“The significance of this is 
very weighty," he added. 

At polling stations and on 
radio stations voters returned 
to main issue dividing the 
Nationalists tom their big- 
gest opposition, the DPP, 
which advocates independ- 


ence from China. 

Taiwan’s Nationalists lost a 
civil war on mainland China 
in 1949 and fled to Taiwan. 
China still regards Taiwan as a 
rebel-held province and has 
not ruled out using force if 
Taiwan declares independ- 
ence. 

The Nationalists favour 
eventual reunification. 

“I voted for stability and 
reunification with China,” 
said one old man who gave 
only his surname, Lin. “If 
you vote for independence, 
China is going to invade. 
That would be really chao- 
tic.” 

“China could eat us up in a 
week,” added Lin, who was 
born on this island just 220 
kilometres from China’s 
south east coast. 

The elections will not de- 
ride the reunification or inde- 
pendence issue, but wQi pro- 
vide a test of popular senti- 
ment ahead of the first pres- 
idential elections scheduled 
for early 1996. 

Some 70,000 police stood 
by to quell feared violence 
but voting passed off calmly. 
Vying parties took out adver- 
tisements to blast each other. 


Georgian 
opposition 
party leader 

killed 

TBILISI (R) — A Georgian 
opposition leader, Georgy 
Chanruria, was killed Satur- 
day morning and his wife, 
parliament member Irina 
Sarishviii. badly wounded 
when gunmen opened fire on 
their car, a police spokesman 
said. 

Valerian Gogolashvili, 
chief spokesman for the In- 
terior Ministry, said gunmen 
opened fire on the pair's car 
in the centre of Tbilisi from 
three sides, using a 
machinegun and several 
automatic rifles - 

Mr. Chanturia. head of the 
National Democratic Party, 
died on the way to a hospital 
and Mrs. Sarishviii was in a 
“very serious condition, the 

_,§pokesnjao said. 

THen - -driver was also 
wounded. The attackers fled 
and police have launched an 
investigation. 

Mr. Chanturia’s party, 
prominent opposition group- 
ing, was at odds not only with 
the current authorities but 
also with militant and radical 
opposition groups. 

Mrs. Sarishviii was deputy 
prime minister for several 
months in 1993. She then 
resigned. 

In a separate development 
Saturday, a powerful blast 
partially destroyed a railway 
bridge some 50 kilometres 
tom Tbilisi, Georgian rail- 
way officials said, disrupting 
the only route through which 
neighbouring Armenia was 
getting fuel and food sup- 
plies. 



A P hili ppine navy search and rescue team pulls Cebu City by navy frogmen about 100 feet 
a body recovered tom the sunken ferry boat underwater Saturday (AFP photo) 

2 passengers rescued a day after 
ferry disaster in Manila Bay 


MANILA (R) — Two pas- 
sengers from the Philippine 
ferry Cebu City were rescued 
by fishermen Saturday, more 
than 24 hours after the vessel 
collided with a container ship 
in Manila Bay and sank. 

Coast Guard spokesman 
Amado Sam ante said the two 
were rescued separately 
floating off the coast in 
bfevests. He said he had no 
further details. 

Their recovery takes the 
number of people rescued 
after Friday’s disaster to 453. 

At least 37 people were 
confirmed dead as teams of 
divers scoured the wreck for 
more than 100 people still 
missing. 

The corpse of a woman 
shot to the surface of Manila 
Bay as frogmen freed the 
body from the interior of the. 
vessel and allowed it to float 
up among debris and bags of 
onions and apples. 

Two more bodies were 
spotted trapped under 
twisted steel in the wreck 
while the poorly equipped 
divers were trying to dear a 
way to the cabins where more 
victims are believed to have 
drowned when the ship went 
down before dawn. 

“It's pitch black inside and 
very risky. You may get lost 
there and we don’t' have 
enough flashlights,” said the 
commander of the divers, 
navy Lieutenant Audi Esqixil- 
la. 

“Our first job is to clear 
the way to the cabin. Bag- 
gage and others things are 
blocking our way.” 

The 2.452- tonne Cebu City 
is lying on its left side in 
about 25 metres of water at 
the mouth of Manila Bay, 
where it collided with the 
Singaporean-registered Kota 
Suria. 

The divers said they 
needed cutting equipment to 
get into some of the cabins. 

“Our divers are hammer- 
ing at the portholes to open 
them and retrieve the 
bodies,” Mr.^Samante said. 

Hie accident, the worst to 
hit the disaster-prone Philip- 
pine shipping Industry since 
1988, happened as the Cebu 


City headed for the central 
island of Bohol and the Kota 
Suria made its way into port. 

Ferry owners William 
Lines Inc said the vessel was 
struck midship by the 12,549- 
tonne Kota Suria in the busy 
shipping lane between Corre- 
gjdor Island and the southern 
rim of Manila Bay. 

Scores of passengers man- 
aged to scramble on to the 
Kota Suria before the ferry 
sank about 20 minutes after 
the collision. 

Others plunged into the 
sea and were picked up alive, 
but many of the 607 passen- 
gers, crew and their families 
were feared to have gone 
down with the ship. 

Senior William Lines Cap- 
tain Telesforo Solda told re- 
porters the company would 
continue to search for bodies 
and survivors until all aboard 
the vessel were accounted 
for. 


The company has offered 
the families of the dead 
$2,000 compensation for each 
victim. 

William Lines Vice- 
President Eugene Espedida 
put the replacement value of 
the vessel at S1.7 million to 
$2 million. The 22-year-old 
ship was insured with local 
insurance company Pruden- 
tial Guarantee and Insur- 
ance. 

Hie Coast Guard has told 
the Kota Suria and its Filipi- 
no captain. Paquito Miraflor, 
that it cannot leave Manila 
until a marine inquiry into 
the disaster has been com- 
pleted, which could take a 
month. 

“As of this time nobody 
can say who was to blame,” 
the spokesman said. 

The accident, which hap- 
pened in good weather condi- 
tions, is one of a long series 
to hit the Philippine shipping 
industrv. 



A Philippine navy search and rescue team places a body of a 
ferry di s as ter vi ct im in a cadaver bag as navy frog me n 
search for missing passengers and crew in the sunken ship 
about 100 feet underwater (AFP photo) 


Clinton, Republican leaders discuss cooperation 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton held 
his first meeting Friday with 
Republican leaders of the 
new opposition-dominated 
Congress in a bid to hammer 
out a strategy for cooperation 
with the conservative major- 
ity. 

The meeting with incoming 
Senate Majority Leader Bob 
Dole and House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich came after 
Mr. Clinton won. strong 
bipartisan support for the 
approval of the GATT world 
trade deal this week. 

“It was a very positive and 
I thought encouraging con- 
versation about the general 
direction of American poli- 
cy,” Mr. Gingrich told repor- 
ters following the one-hour 
meeting. 

Sen. Dole appeared upbeat 
alongside Mr. Gingrich and 
said be had emphasised dur- 
ing the talks the need to 
move quickly on issues of 
agreement but he did not give 
details. 

“I think the president 
understands that we are 
going to hit die ground run- 
ning,” be said. 

White House spokes- 
woman Dee Dee Myers said 
the three men focused on 
agenda items that were not 
controversial, stating that the 
meeting was an opportunity 
“to try and stake out some 
common ground.” 

Sen. Dole also stated that 
Clinton “thought it was a 
good idea” that there be 
more consultation with Con- 
gress on foreign policy, 
adding that the legislature 
was at times left “in the 
dark” on the administration’s 
approach to international 


issues. 

The request that Congress 
be able to have more input on 
foreign policy came after 
Sen. Dole travelled to NATO 
headquarters in Brussels and 
to London to present his 
views on Bosnia and make a 
case for direct intervention in 
the conflict. 

Mr. Clinton, whose party 
suffered a humiliating defeat 
in midterm elections to Con- 
gress earlier this month, 
warned ahead of the talks 
that be was not prepared to 
cooperate with Republicans 
at any cost. 

“I hope and believe we can 
cooperate with the new Con- 
gress, but cooperation for me 
cannot mean abandoning 
principle,” Mr. Qinton said. 

He cited his administra- 
tion's efforts to reduce the 
deficit as an example of such 
a principle, stating that he 
would not resume the kind of 
“irresponsible” spending he 
said marked the previous 12 
years of Republican adminis- 
tration. 

The statement amounted 
to a flat-out rejection of Re- 
publican demands to cut 
taxes while boosting defence 
spending and restarting the 
ruinously expensive Star 
Wars anti-missile system. 

“I will oppose any efforts 
to take us back on those 
issues,” he said. 

“We worked too hard to 
build an economic recovery 
and a job strategy and to 
reduce the deficit." he said. 

Mr. Gingrich acknow- 
ledged that there would be 
differences between the two 
branches of government, 
stating: “We agreed as a prin- 
ciple that there would be 


areas where we would dis- 


He said the new Congress 
will have “ten months to 
prove we can get real things 
done for America on a bipar- 
tisan basis.” 

Mr. Gingrich cited three 
areas of cooperation between 
Democrats and Republicans: 
Boosting state powers, ex- 
tend to Congress laws from 
which it is currently exempt 
and a constitutional amend- 
ment that would give the 
president the right to veto 
specific spending provisions 
in a budget bill. 

Under the current constitu- 
tion, the president can only 
veto the entire budget. 

The meeting, which was 
delayed due to Sen. Dole’s 
heavy schedule, was held af- 
ter Mr. CUnton met with the 
Democratic minority leaders 
of the two chambers of Con- 


House Democrat David 
Bonior said the talks focused 
on “some of the mistakes we 
made” in the Nov. 8 elections 
that led to a Republican 
takeover of the two houses of 
Congress for the first time in 
40 years. 

A USA-Today poll out Fri- 
day showed a majority of 
Americans still favoured Re- 
publicans and gave Demo- 
crats their worst rating since 
such surveys began in 1956. 

The Republicans, readjust- 
ing their image after trium- 
phing in the U.S. elections, 
Friday made an aggressive 
southern conservative then- 
deputy leader in the Senate 
under Sen. Dole. 

The razor-thin 27-26 Re- 
publican majority favouring 
Trent Lott was a setback for 


the more middle-road Sen. 
Dole who had wanted his 
current deputy, Alan Simp- 
son of Wyoming, re-elected 
and reflected the big shift to 
the right in Congress. 

The Democrats picked 
moderate Thomas Daschle of 
South Dakota as their Senate 
leader to replace the retiring 
George Mitchell of Maine. 

Even that result suggested 
a tough road ahead for Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, widely 
blamed by many of his fellow 
Democrats for a sweep that 
gave the Republicans control 
of both houses of congress for 
the first time in 40 years. 

Sen. Daschle, who nosed 
out Connecticut's Christ- 
opher Dodd by a vote of 24 to 
23, said Democrats would 
cooperate with Mr. Clinton 
where possible but his first 
responsibility was to shape a 
clear, separate identity for 
Senate Democrats. 

“We will not be led by 
theni' (the administration), 
we will not be viewed as an 
extension of them,” he said. 

Sen. Dole was unopposed 
to continue in the leadership 
post. 

Sen. Lott, from Mississip- 
pi was supported by Texan 
PhU Gramm, a potential rival 
to Sen. Dole for the Republi- 
F an _ presidential nomination 
m 1996. Sen. Loti is in the 
awertive, right-wing mould 
of House Speaker-to-be 
Newt Gingrich and, like Mr. 
Gingrich in the outgoing 
Congress, was once deputy 
Republican leader in the 
House of Representatives. 

Sen. Lott said he wasted to 
work with Senate Democrats 
and forge a dose relationship. 


Priest has 
do-it-yourself 

demon detection 


ROME (R) — Possessed by 
the devil? An Italian pan 
prescribed an at-home, do-it- 
yourself test to distiagtish 
demon possession from mere 
pyschological malady. “Pufca 
holy image or a bead from 
the rosary under the bed of 
the person, or else drop some 
holy water in his breakfast 
drink,” said Monsignor Cor- 
rado Balducci who has stu- 
died demon possession for 35 
years. “If, after the test, the 
person persists in his disre- 
spect towards all that is holy, 
then you would have a pave 
due of diabolic possession,” 
he said. But Fr. Baklucd, 
who made his remarks at a 
conference called "the chal- 
lenge of Belzebu” at the 
Vatican-sponsored pontifical 
Salesian University, said de- 
mon possession was rarer 
than often thought. “Of 

1 .000 people who may appear 
to be possessed by demons, 
only 20 or 30 realty merit 
testing,” he said. 

Brazilian woman 
bums fortune 
to avoid hell 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 

An unemployed cleaner 
burned a lottery ticket that 4 
would have won her nearly 
$60,000 because a preacher 
told her she wonld go to hell 
if she accepted the money, a 
Brazilian newspaper re- 
ported. Maria Benoiza Nas- 
cimento, a 39-year-old 
mother of seven in the north- 
eastern dty of Fortaleza, said 
members of her Evangelical 
Assembly of Gold Congrega- 
tion chanted “bum, bum, 
bum,” after the preacher said 
she would die in a plane crash 
and go to hell if she went to 
claim her prize in Sao Paulo. 
Nastimemo’s husband beat 
her and left home when be 
discovered what she had 
done, the Jomal Do Brasil 
newspaper said. The 
woman's only hope is that the 
organisers of the television 
lottery will manage to trace 
the number of the winning 
ticket to her, the newspaper 
said. 

Security guard 
bites policeman 

SENS, France (AFP) — A 
security guard has been given 
a one-month suspended sent- 
ence for biting a policeman, 
after deciding against allow- 
ing bis dog to do so, officials 
said. The incident occurred in 
August when the security 
guard, on duty in a car park, 
was approached by police- 
men who suspected he was up 
to no good with some cars. 

An altercation ensued, dur- 
ing which the guard 
threatened to set his German 
shepherd dog on them. He 
decided against it and instead 
bit a finger of one of the 
policemen, leading to his 
conviction. 

Cook fined for 
condoms in 
chocolate 

DARMSTADT, Germany 
(AFP) — A pastry cook 
Earned in Darmstadt for his 
erotic creations was fined 

8.000 marks ($5,300) for fill- 
ing his chocolate pralines 
with non-edible condoms. 
The patissier, known for his 
male organs in marzipan and 
bunny rabbits in a state of 
erection, pleaded that his 
creations should be regarded 
more as amusing gifts than as 
foodstuffs. An expert witness 
told the court that the-^ 
condom-filled pralines had a 
“strong taste of rubber.” 

Palace to rent 

BLANTYRE (AFP) — The 
new Malawi government, 
stuck with a $100 million 
palace built by ousted dicta- 
tor Hastings Kamuzu Banda, 
is looking for ideas on how it 
can be used to turn a profit. 

An independent committee 
set up by President Bakili 
Muluzi, who won the small 
southern African country's 
first multiparty elections in 
May. has recommended the 
palace be used commercially. 
Investors are being sought. 

on S55 hectares 
(1.332 acres) ontside the 
capital Lilongwe, the palace 
has some 300 airconditioned' 
rooms including a presiden- 
ts. wing, several £ites for 
viS'trng heads of state, 
offices, libraries and a ban-’ 
queting hall that seats 600 
people- An expatriate horti- 
culturist heads a team of 300 
gardeners who tend the 
grounds, which also hold 176‘ 
houses for junior staff and 16 
homes for palace executives. 
V™ suggestion is that it 
could be turned into a hotel 
and casmo complex. The > 
~mmutee said in a report 4 
that the palace, which took 

a to b ui,d - would cost 
a million dollars annually to 
maintain. 1 
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CSCE summit struggles with Russia, Bosnia 
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BUDAPEST (Agencies) — 
The chaos in Bosnia and Rus- 
sia's problems in dealing with 
the new conflicts and tensions 
of the post-cold war world 
threaten to disrupt a Euro- 
pean security summit which 
opens here Monday. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton, Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin and 50 European 

■ leaders are supposed to draw 
up a blueprint for security in 
die 21st century at the two- 

, : day summit, based on princi- 
ples of international law and 
respect. 

.. “This is a historic oppor- 
> tunity to build a lasting secur- 
ity order for the whole of 
Europe,'* German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel said 
this week. 

“The tragedy of the war in 
Bosnia does not diminish our 
responsibility to build a com- 
prehensive European secur- 
ity, architecture,” said U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher. 

[vBtyt tne ideals of providing 
equal security for all and 
preventing new aggression 
have ^een shattered by the 
fcilur? to end the waq in 
Bosmd-ancfthe return ofttin- 
f flict to other areas 
'continent, particularly The 
former Soviet Union. 

The summit of the 53- 
nation Conference on Secur- 
ity and Cooperation in 
'Europe (CSCE), widely criti- 

■ cised as an unwieldy talking 
shop, may decide to send a 
multinational peacekeeping 


force to the troubled enclave 
of Nagorno-Karabakh. 

In addition, Ukraine will 
formally renounce nuclear 
weapons at the conference, 
bringing a long-running dis- 
pute to an end. 

Apart from those gains, it 
is the continuing war in Bos- 
nia, which has caused a major 
rift between the United 
States, its European allies 
and Russia, which is likely to 
dominate a meeting aimed at 
preventing more Yugoslav- 
style conflicts. 

Major powers in the five- 
nation “contact group” trying 
to broker peace may meet 
here afteT a visit to Serbia 
Sunday. They disagree on 
whether to offer the Serbs 
concessions. 

Bosnia and Croatia, who 
hope for a meeting with the 
contact group here, are angry 
at the United Nations and 
» NATO for failing to defend 
the Bihac enclave from Serb 
assaults. 

Russia, already uneasy 
over previous NATO air 
strikes in Bosnia and ' the 
alliance's plans to take in 
some of Moscow's former 
satellites^ has vetoed a U:N. 
Plan tq make sure fuel does 
not get through to the Bos- 
nian Serbs. 

Moscow is also struggling 
.with the rebellious region of 
Chechenya and with other 
conflicts on its southern rim. 

Knowing it has little 
chance of joining NATO and 
fearing isolation, Russia has 


proposed beefing up the 
CSCE and turning into domi- 
nant European security orga- 
nisation — thus giving Mos- 
cow a major say in all deci- 
sions. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev said earlier 
this week that the CSCE, 
which has no military struc- 
ture, needed a U.N. Security 
Council-style decision- 
making body. 

But Western allies, 
although anxious to reassure 
Russia as they prepare to 
take Eastern European na- 
tions into NATO, have 
blocked those proposals and 
the summit is likely to 
approve only a modest 
strengthening of the CSCE's 
role. 

Moscow also wants the 
summit to give it a mandate 
for peacekeeping in areas 
such as Georgia and Tajikis- 
tan but does not want the 
meeting to discuss the grow- 
ing crisis in Chechenya, 
which it considers an internal 
affair. 

But other countries are in- 
sisting that Russia accepts in- 
temagjonal monitoring, and 
checks :'oh peacekeeping. 
,«jBjgnnany’s Kinkel wrote in 
a news paper article this 1 week 
that the Budapest summit 
was important to establish 
that Russia would not be 
excluded from European 
security, but added: 

“It is not in the West’s 
interest to leave Russia to 
itself when it comes to con- 


flicts in the former Soviet 
Union.” 

Russia could block the 
proposal to send a 3,000- 
strong multinational 
peacekeeping for Nagorno- 
Karabakh, because it is wary 
of other countries’ involve- 
ment and CSCE monitoring. 

If the force is approved, it 
would mark the first CSCE 
military operation and boost 
its flagging credibility. 

Bom out of a 1975 Helsinki 
conference, the CSCE works 
only if all members agree. 
Largely a forum for discus- 
sion on human rights, the 
protection of minorities and 
borders, it has also sent small 
missions to help relieve ten- 
sion in some regions. 

CSCE officials complain 
that its conflict prevention 
role is not appreciated and 
that its value lies in linking 
every European state with 
the United States and Cana- 
da — unlike the more exclu- 
sive Western clubs of NATO 
and the European Union. 


-Armenia -Azerbaijan 
” - reach accord' ' ' 


Jil, 


' Armenia 1 and Azerbaijan 
have reached a partial accord 
on the disputed enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, which 
they have bitterly fought over 
for six years, the Swedish 
presidency of the Minsk 
group mediating the conflict 
said here Saturday. 




More killings in Karachi mar march for peace 
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KARACHI (AFP) — Snip- 
ers killed four people Satur- 
day just before the start of a 
major march through this dty 
— led by film stars, intellec- 
tuals and sports celebrities — 
calling for an end to sectarian 
violence. 

The deaths took to 16 the 
number of people killed in 
the three days leading up to 
the event, officials said. 

Three guards died Friday 
when unidentified gunmen 
opened fire on the residence 
of Akbar La si, labour minis- 


ter in the Pakistan People's 
Party government. The 
minister was not at home and 
none of his family was in- 
jured, officials said. 

Nine others died in sniper 
attacks at different places 
Thursday and Friday, while 
four were shot dead Satur- 
day. 

The rally itself, attended 
by estimated 5,000 people, 
passed off peacefully. More 
than 570 people have been 
killed in Karachi this year. 


The rally started from the 
mausoleum of Pakistan's 
founder Mohammad Ali Jin- 
nah, where a sea of people 
dressed in white to signify 
peace formed a human chain 
around the tomb. 

National celebrities includ- 
ing cricket hero Imran Khan 
and popular film and televi- 
sion stare, perched on deco- 
rated floats, made emotional 
appeals during the five-hour 
rally calling for peace to be 
restored to the country's in- 


dustrial and commercial 
capital. 

The peace march coincided 
with a separate conference 
here called by national 
opposition leader Nawaz 
Sharif with the aim of voicing 
concern at the anarchy in 
Karachi. 

m 

In a speech at the confer- 
ence, Mr. Sharif blasted the 
government of Prime Minis- 
ter Benazir Bhutto for its 
"failure” to resolve 
Karachi's problems. 




I 1 




New threats from Chechenya after 3 set free 
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GROZNY, Russia (AFP) — 
Chechenya Vice President 
. y -’? SeKmkhan Yandarbiev said 
Saturday that three Russian 
1 ^ jnteoners were being released 
*obt warned that the release of . 
others depended on Mos- 
cow's attitude towards the 
breakaway Caucasus repub- 
lic. 

“The release of the prison- 
ers depends on Russia's atti- 
tude,” Mr. Yandarbiev told 
an AFP reporter. “They 
caine. here to kill Cbechens 
and if Russia starts killing 
Chechens again they must 
answer for that.” 

Mr. Yandarbiev’s state- 
mcht came after the Moscow 
news agency Interfax re- 
ported that two out of 21 
Russiana soldiers, taken pris- 
oner hot month after joining 
an attack by opposition 
forces on Grozny, had been 
set free. 

According to Interfax they 
the Chechenya capital for 
Moscow with a four-member 
Russian parliamentary de- 
legation which arrived Thurs- 
day to negotiate the soldiers’ 
release ana calm the escalar- 



Votaateen express support to Chechen Presi- army troops during a rally in Grozny (AFP 
dent Djokhar Dudayev and vow to defend their photo) 
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Chechen conflict. 


another development., 
Chechenya Foreign Minister 
Yttssef Shamsedin told a 
5®ws conference here that 
. inhere will be no peace with 
Russia until it leaves all of the 
n °JJbe ,pn Caucasus.” 

, Referring to his republic’s 
» 1991 declaration of independ- 

, *noe which triggered the con- 

\ ? with Moscow, Mr. Sham- 
added: “We want to 


restore the Republic of 
Northern Caucasus which ex- 
isted until 1924 and was rec- 
ognised by several govern- 
ment. Without that, the war 

will not stop-*" 

Referring to the captives, 

Mr. Shamsedin said: “We are 
prepared to release them, but 
they asked not to be set free 
for their own safety.” 

Mr. Yandarbiev said that 
the release of the three ^was 
“a gesture of goodwill. 

llie Russian delegation 
said Friday that they were 
convinced that the prisoners 
were all members of the Rus- 


sian Armed Forces. 

Although Moscow has 
openly provided financial and 
logistical! support to the 
Chechen rebels, it has always 
denied the direct participa- 
tion of its troops in the con- 
flict. 

Mr. Yandarbiev told AFP 
the delegation’s attitude had 
been “positive.” However, 
be said it would have been 
better if Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin himself had rec- 
ognised Moscow’s direct in- 
tervention. 

The vice president reiter- 
ated that Grozny was dis- 


posed to negotiate with Rus- 
sia “’but as an independent 
state.” 

“Chechenya is indepen- 
dent,” he added. “Russia has 
in right to meddle in 
Chechen internal affairs and 
the Russian army does not 
have the right to cross the 
border." 

The Russian mediation de- 
legation has already appealed 
to Mr. Yeltsin to back off 
from his confrontational 
approach to the conflict in 
the tiny Muslim republic of 
1-2 million inhabitants. 





by Russian veto at U.N. 


SARAJEVO (R) — Interna- 
tional peace efforts to end the 
Bosnian war were under re- 
newed strain Saturday after 
Russia vetoed a draft U.N.- 
resolution aimed at stopping 
fuel getting to rebel Serbs. 

The veto, rarely used since 
the end of the cold war, came 
in a vote later Friday on a 
draft Security Council resolu- 
tion that would have stopped 
fuel from Serbia crossing 
Serb-held areas of Croatia 
and Bosnia without the per- 
mission of their governments. 

It followed apparent dis- 
agreement between the U.N. 
and NATO over the use of 
air strikes against Bosnian 
Serbs holding 70 per cent of 
the country. 

Tensions between the 
U.N.. NATO and Western 
governments involved in 
seeking a solution to the 32- 
month Bosnian civil war have 
come as the Serbs appear on 
the verge of taking Muslim- 
held Bihac despite its status 
as a LLN. “safe haven.” 

Diplomats at U.N. Head- 
quarters in New York said 
Russia, by taking a stand on a 
relatively minor matter, 
appeared to be trying to de- 
monstrate its independence 
and traditional friendship for 
the Serbs without jeopardis- 
ing relations with other mem- 
bers of a five-nation “contact 
group” trying to end the war. 

However, New Zealand's 
ambassador to the U.N. , Col- 
in Keating, called Russia's 
position a strange one and 
predicted: “The consequ- 
ences of this evening's events 
will be felt for some time to 
come and we are sure that no 
good will come of it.” 

On the diplomatic front, 
foreign ministers of the con- 
tact group ended a meeting in 
Brussels by reaffirming the 
need for a negotiated settle- 
ment, but hinted at the possi- 
bility of a Bosnian Serb con- 
federation with Serbia as a 
concession to the Serbs. 

A communique after the 
meeting made no mention of 



Self-styled Bosnian -Sorb President Radovan UNPROFOR commander in Bosnia General 
Karadzic (left) meets with United Nations Sir Michael Rose (3rd right) in the 
special envoy Yasushi Akashi (right) and Serb stronghold at Pale (AFP photo) 


a confederation, but diplo- 
mats later drew attention to a 
section which could be inter- 
preted as allowing for a con- 
federation. 

The Anal paragraph spoke 
of allowing “equitable and 
balanced arrangements for 
the Bosnian -Croat and Bos- 
nian Serb entities.” 

This was seen by some 
circles as paving the way for 
the Bosnian Serbs to link up 
with Serbia in the same way 
as a Muslim and Croat fed- 
eration in Bosnia is linked in 
a confederation with Croatia. 

Further strains within the 
international peace effort 
emerged Friday as the U.N. 
said it had asked NATO to 
stop patrolling Bosnian airs- 
pace to reduce the risk of 
Serb retaliation against 
lightly-armed peacekeepers. 

United States Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher . in- 
sisted, however, thAt’ NATO 
would not be deterred from 
its mission to enforce a U.N. 
no-fly zone over Bosnia 
aimed mainly at keeping Serb 
jets grounded. 


NATO has told the U.N. it 
cannot continue to provide 
close air support unless it is 
able to carry out a strategic 
bombing campaign to neut- 
ralise Serb ground-to-air mis- 
siles, but this has been out by 
U.N. officials as too risky. 

U.N. officials in Sarajevo 
said on Saturday that the 
Bosnian Serbs’ anti-aircraft 
missiles were ageing and out- 
classed by NATO technolo- 
gy. but still posed a deadly 
threat to alliance planes. 

“Any weapon is a threat 
when concentrated, as seems 
to be the case over the former 
Yugoslavia,” a U.N. official 
said. 

“Make no mistake, NATO 
could dea with the missile 
threat militarily. It's the poli- 
tical who can't handle the 
consequences, the likely 
escalation on the ground.” 

Bosnia's Muslim-led gov- 
ernment dismissed Saturday 
any suggestion that Serbs 
could form a confederation 
with Serbia as part of a new 
peace drive, calling it “un- 
acceptable” and “nonsense." 



A Muslim rebel soldier loyal to Fiknet Abdic, Muslim army claim to have taken over 80 per 

surveys the surroundings in the town of Vetika cent of the western Bosnian enclave (AFP 

Kladusa over his submachine gun. Here Bos- photo) 

oian Serbs in cooperation with the rebel 


The remarks by Bosnia's 
ambassador to the 53-nation 
Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE), which holds a sum- 
mit in Budapest next week 
expected to be dominated by 
the crisis in former Yugosla- 
via, underline how difficult it 
will be for the major powers 
trying to broker a peace deal. 

Ambassador Mahir Had- 
jiametovic told Reuters Bos- 
nia and Croatia would seek 
clarification at the summit 
from the United States, Rus- 
sia, Germany, France and 
Britain — the five members 
of the contact group. 

“We don't know anything 
about such a proposal. There 
is no official information.” 
Mr. Hadjiametovic told Reu- 
ters. “For - us it is completely 
unacceptable, of course.” 
Meanwhile, separatist Serb 
forces from Croatia's Krajina 
region have agreed to pull - 
out from the besieged U.N.- 
declared safe area of Bihac in 
northwestern Bosnia, U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali said here Saturday. 

He said he had been in- 
formed that “the Krajina 
Serb authorities had agreed 
yesterday (Friday) to with- 
draw tbeir. .military perepnnel 
from the- -Bihac PockeL". -- 
The ■ Krajina Serbs have 
been backing Bosnian Serbs 
in their assault on Bihac 
Dr. Ghali said that Thor- 
vald Srol ten berg, the U.N. 
co-chairman of the interna- 
tional conference on Yugos- 
lavia, had informed him of 
the decision. 

Mr. Stoltenberg was pre- 
sent at the signing in Zagreb 
Friday of an agreement to 
renew economic links be- 
tween main part 'of Croatia 
and the one third of the 
conn tty ruled by the Serbs 
separatists. 

In Hamburg. Germany, 
the German news magazine 
Der Spiegel said Saturday 
NATO would be ready to 
send its crack Rapid Reaction 
Corps to Bosnia if the United 
Nations suddenly withdrew 
peacekeeping troops. . •* 


S. Korea announces plan to revamp government 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea 
announced Saturday a major 
plan to streamline govern- 
ment by merging key minis- 
tries, creating two new admi- 
nistrative bodies and cutting 
senior posts. 

The jobs of two ministers 
would disappear and a large- 
scale cabinet reshuffle would 
soon be carried out as a 
follow-up to the reorganisa- 
tion, a presidential aide said 
but did not elaborate. 

Under the changes, the 
powerful Economic Planning 
Board (EPB) and the Fi- 
nance Ministry would be 
merged into the tentatively 
named Finance and Econo- 
mic Planning Board, pres- 
idential spokesman Choo 
Don-Shik told reporters. 

In addition, the construc- 
tion and transport ministries 
would be merged into one 
ministry. 

"The government, in a re- 
volutionary move, has de- 
cided to revamp its organisa- 
tion, in order to cope with an 
era changing rapidly and to 
meet a call for the interna- 
tionalisation of the country.” 
Mr. Choo said. 

“The reorganisation also 
aims to beef np the effective- 
ness in the government's acti- 
vities as a smaller but stron- 
ger administrative body,” he . 
said. 

He said President Kim 
Young-Sam earlier Saturday 
presided over a meeting of 
cabinet ministers and senior 
ruling Democratic Liberal 
Party members to decide on 
the revamp. 

The government Adminis- 
tration Ministry said in a 
statement the new nuance 
and Economic Planning 
Board would ease its regula- 
tions on the banking, insur- 


ance arid foreign exchange 
sectors. 

The ministry said the 
Trade, Industry and Energy 
Ministry would be reorga- 
nised as the Trade and Indus- 
try Ministry, while die Com- 
munications Ministry would 
become the Information and 
Communications Ministry. 

The revamping also meant 
an upgrading for the En- 
vironment Agency to the En- 
vironment Ministry, and for 
the Fair Trade Commission 
which is now under control of 
the EPB, according to the 
ministry. The commission 
would be under the control of 
the prime minister’s office. 

Under the plan, changes 
would be made in the minis- 
tries of the Interior, Agricul- 
ture and Fisheries, Education 
and several others, the gov- 
ernment administration 
ministry said. 

The Defence Ministry was 
excluded from die reorga- 
nisation. 

The streamlining plan will 
cut the number of govern- 
ment ministries or agencies to 
37 from 39 and the posts of 
two - ministers, three vice- 
ministers, five assistant- 
ministers and about 20 other 
senior-level government offi- 
cials will disappear. 

The government plan must 
be approved by cabinet 
ministers and then submitted 
to the National Assembly for 
deliberation. 

State radio said President 
Kim told the Saturday meet- 
ing the scheme should be 
approved during the present 
general parliamentary ses- 
sion. 

Some 15,000 opposition 
supporters staged an anti- 
government rally Saturday, 
denouncing President Kim 



South Korean ruling party legislators rough up an opposi- 
tion protestor on the floor of the National Assembly after 
deputy speaker Choon-Ku- Lee railroaded the country’s 
1995 budget biD through parliament from a small press box, 
foiling opposition members who had barricaded the house 
speaker in his office (AFP photo) 


for condoning the non- 
indictment of his two prede- 
cessors involved in a 1979 
coup. 

“Punish the culprits of the 
1979 rebellion,” the demon- 
strators shouted, demanding 
that Mr. Kim indict former 

generals-turned-presi den t 
Chun Doo-Hwan and Roh 


Tae- Woo for leading the 1979 . 
coup that brought Mr. Chun * 
to power. 

But the rally in the western 
city of Puchon lacked enthu- 
siasm because of freezing 
temperatures and Mr. Kim’s . ' 
surprise announcement of a ■■ 
sweeping change in the struc- 
ture of his administration, 
witnesses said. 
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Right step for Jerusalem 

FAISAL HUSSEINI’s assertion to His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
yesterday that the Palestinians would want 
Jordan to continue to play its role as guar- 
dian and trustee of the holy places in 
occupied Jerusalem is the most sensible stand 
taken by a Palestinian leader on this most, 
sensitive issue in months. Such position, as 
expressed by an acknowledged authority on 
Jerusalem, not only puts the dispute between 
Jordan and the Pales tinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) behind us but also opens the way 
for reconciliation and full coordination be- 
tween the two parties. 

His Majesty King Hussein has often said 
that Jordan is ready to extend all possible 
help to the Palestinian people to regain their 
rights. And the Regent yesterday reiterated 
that offer to Mr. Husseini. Jordan is and 
should be able to provide assistance and 
support to the Palestinians on many fronts. 
Decades of dose relationship between the 
Jordanian and Palestinian peoples can only 
reinforce goodwill by both sides. Jordan’s 
past experience in r unning the West Bank 
prior to the 1967 war is an important asset to 
the PNA in its quest to establish the infras- 
tructure for modern government in the 
autonomous areas. TV Kingdom’s peace 
treaty with Israel, on the otiuer hand, enables 
the Palestinians to use Jordan’s good offices 
to help them negotiate a better deal with the 
Israelis. 

The Palestinian leadership has always 
recognised that Jordan is its natural depth 
and that Jordanian-Palestmian economic 
and social bonds are too strong to ignore or 
break. Any rift between the two leaderships 
will only add to hardships on both sides, but 
especially to the PNA. Since Jordan recog- 
nises that real peace will only come to this 
troubled region after the core issue of Pales- 
tine and the rights of the Palestinian people 
are addressed, the Palestinian leadership 
should recognise that Jordanians are at the 
end of the day their partners not foes. Mr. 
Husseini’s visit, as we understand it, could 
lead, if successful, to a summit meeting 
between the King and PNA leader Yasser 
Arafat. We believe that renewal of high-level 
contacts and real coordination, besides being 
desired by both peoples, is extremely neces- 
sary. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


HIS ROYAL Highness Crown Prince Hassan's latest tour 
of European capitals has focused attention on Europe's 
role in safeguarding Middle East peace and on the need for 
the Europeans to play a major role in the development of 
the region, said AJ Ra’i Arabic daily Saturday, Tlie paper 
said that in his tour the Crown Prince highlighted the 
Jordanian role in leading the Arab-European partnership 
towards building a security and cooperation belt around the 
Mediterranean Sea. The time has come for the European 
countries to play the expected role and to enhance the 
peace process between the Arabs and Israel, called the 
daily. Needless to say that Europe's security and economic 
ties are closely connected with those of the Arab countries 
and it is in Europe's interests to back a just and lasting- 
peace between the Arabs and the Israelis, added the paper. 
It said that the Arabs welcome Europe's participation and 
partnership in security, economy and development at all 
levels as they hold on to the historic relations with the 
Europeans. In his meetings in Europe, said the paper, the 
Prince also called for European participation in the 1995 
economic conference in Amman so as to pave the way for a 
European- Arab summit in the second half of the coming 
year, recalled the paper. It said European moves in this 
direction would be most welcome by Jordan and the whole 
region. 

IT IS premature to predict the future relations between the 
Palestine National Authority and Hamas in the self-rule 
areas despite the initial agreement concluded by the two 
parties Friday, said Mohammad Kharroub, a columnist in 
A! Ra’i daily. There is no doubt that the agreement is 
bound to bring about a truce between the two foes in the 
wake of the massacre that occurred on Nov. 18 in Gaza, but 
observers still wonder how long the two sides would refrain 
from provoking each other in the streets, said the writer. 
He said thar one has to admit that a statement, on the part 
of Hamas, that it no more insist on President Arafat's 
admitting his responsibility for the. massacre has helped 
break the ice between the two sides. In return Arafat's 
recognition of Hamas as an equal partner in ruling the 
self-rule area and setting up a joint committee to deal with 
outstanding issues were welcome as part of a long process 
of reconciliation between the two sides. There is no doubt, 
said the writer, that the two sides have started to realise 
that their own interests are being damaged through 
continued infighting and that only through joint action and 
agreement on specific plans to deal with the common foe 
were the only means of safeguarding the Palestinian 
interests. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Faked Fanek 


The 1995 budget 
with alternative scenarios 


IN THEORY, a central government budget is made based 
on two major decisions. The first regards the government's 
expenditure for a coming year and the second the way to 
finance that expenditure. 

However, in Jordan the situation is reversed. The 
government estimates first how much money it will collect 
and then decides on how to spend that amount. 

Upon drafting the budget of 1995, the minister of finance 
found himself in a dilemma: If he presents a conservative 
budget, in accordance with the established fiscal policy and 
the guidelines of the economic adjustment programme of 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF), he will be 
criticised for ignoring the new circumstances of peace and 
admitting that no peace dividend exists and there is nothing 
in the budget for the ordinary man in the street. If. on the 
other hand, he presents an extremely large and ambitious 
budget on the assumption that it will be financed from 
expected foreign grants, he will be accused of being too 
aggressive, increasing deficit, building on sand and plan- 
ning to spend money that may not exist. 

Therefore, the Ministry of finance came up with a new 
formula that violates the basic principles of governmental 
budgeting. The budget tried to answer to the two expected 
criticisms by providing a budget with two scenarios. First, 
there is the ordinary budget, railed the first chapter, which 
the ministry had in mind before peace. The size of this 
budget is JD 1,674 million, reflecting a growth rate of 10 
per cent over the previous year. This is normal assuming a 
real economic growth of 5 per cent and an inflation rate of 
another 5 per cent. Second, there is the extraordinary 
budget, called the second chapter, which is applicable only 
if foreign grants exceed the S235 million included in the 


The extraordinary budget may be useful in that it does 
not close the door to extra funds that may come during 
1995 due to peace, without increasing deficit. It is also a 
message to the donors that Jordan needs the money and 
has a plan to utilise any extra grants. 

The strong point in this draft budget is that the domestic 
revenue wfll reach a record JD 1,400 million which will 
cover 100 per cent of current expenditure and 38 per cent of 
capital expenditure. Thirty seven per cent of the capital 
expenditure will be financed by foreign grants. The 
remaining 25 per cent will depend on fresh loans. This 
means that the government will have to borrow around JD 
110 million more than its cost of debt servicing in order to 
finance all the projects listed in the first chapter. However, 
we do not expect this extra borrowing to be needed 
because, due to obstacles, delay and postponements, no 
more than 75 per cent of the capital expenditure was 
actually spent in any of the recent years. Most likely fresh 
borrowing and repayment of loans will balance each other. 

Domestic revenue is almost 40 per cent of the gross 
domestic product (GDP), thus no one can say that the 
Jordanian people does not deserve help until they start to 
help themselves. The tax burden is obviously on the high 
side. Only foreign grants can help the government do 
something meaningful economically and let the people feel 
a difference. 

The weak point in die budget is the absence of net 
repayment of debt and the presence of the conditional 
budget in chapter two. which may or may not come to play, 
depending on circumstances not under the control of the 
government. It is up to the donors to make the budget of 
1995 different, for the first year of peace, or to remain 




milli on. It covers economic and infrastructural projects of 
high priority which should be implemented, yet are not 
included in the ordinary budget due to lack of funds. 


me supervised by the IMF, when the line of poverty covets 
one in five families and unemployment readies one in 
seven workers. 


Collective security 


a stringent 


necessity that could become reality 



By Maher Y. Massis 

FROM THE very beginning 
of recorded human history, 
conflict amongst peoples and 
nations has dominated inter- 
national politics. In the 20th 
century, the legacy of human 
conflict has become pro- 
foundly more dangerous as 
mechanised armies and in- 
creased interdependence of 
nations intensified the degree 
of destruction from war and 
its spread amongst many na- 
tions. What can be done to 
prevent wars and how can we 
stop them once 1, they start? 
These. two simple but fun- 
damental 'questions were re- 
sponded to almost fifty years 
ago by the establishment of 
the United Nations. 

The primary goal of the 
United Nations was to “pre- 
serve world peace and secur- 
ity” on the basis of collective 
security. This goal was des- 
tined to fail for the three 
related reasons. First, world 
politics has been and con- 
tinues to be dominated by 
power politics. Second, the 
unanimity rule (veto power) 
prevented effective decision- 
making at the Security Coun- 
cil. And third, the lack of an 
autonomous U.N. standing 
army undermined its enforce- 
ment capability. An explana- 
tion have might be in order. 

The U.N. Security Council 
was entrusted with the exclu- 
sive responsibility to preserve 
world peace on the basis of 
collective security. The idea 
of collective security refers to 
the assumption that all mem- 
ber nations would respond 
forcefully against any disrup- 
tion of peace irrespective of 
their interests. Such a per- 
ceived threat is expected to 
deter a nation from becoming 
aggressive. Theoretically, the 
idea of collective security is 
very sensible, but in reality 
the prerequisite of close ana 
voluntary cooperation 
amongst the member states is 
unrealistic. 

During the 1940s, the 
founders of the U.N. Char- 
ter, especially President 
Roosevelt, assumed that the 
dominance of the Security 
Council by the five great 
powers fU.S., U.K., China, 
France. Soviet Union) would 
provide the power behind its 
peace-making functions. But 
Roosevelt did not foresee 
that cooperation amongst the 
five great powers would be- 
come severely undermined 
by a bipolar world structure 
dominated by cold war poli- 
tics. Moreover, the right of 
veto power vested in each of 
of the permanent members of 
die Security Council often 
became an instrument of ob- 
struction to effective 
decision-making by the cold 
war rivals. In essence, the 
U.N. became hostage to the 
changing condition of inter- 
national politics. 

With the collapse of the 
former Soviet Union and the 
'end of the cold war, new 
interest in the U.N. raised 
hopes that it would finally 
become a prominent actor in 
world affair. The Gulf war 
has often been cited as a 
recent example of the success 
of the U.N. in collective 



security. However, a dose 
look at the political dynamics 
of the Gulf war indicates that 
the success of “collective ac- 
tion” greatly depends on the 
willingness of powerful na- 
tions to intervene. If the U.S. 
had not been willing to com- 
mit itself politically and mili- 
tarily, then certainly the 
U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions would not have 
been implemented or even 
passed. 

Since the primary goal of 
each nation’s foreign policy is 
the pursuit of “self-interest.” 
the recent case of Somalia 
better exemplifies the unwil- 
lingness of powerful nations 
to experience the high costs 
(both in material and human 
lives) associated with im- 
plementing U.N. resolutions. 
Thus, the greater the per- 
ceived self-interest, the grea- 
ter the willingness of power- 
ful nations to accept the high 
costs of involvement . 

For instance, the Gulf cri- 
sis was considered to be vital 
to U.S. interests and there- 
fore American public opinion 
was willing to accept a major 
intervention and the relative 
costs that accompanies it. 
However, in the case of 
Somalia, the death of over 
twenty marines was a non- 
acceptable cost since U.S. 
intervention was considered 
to be purely humanitarian. 
The above examples lead one 
to conclude that the United 
Nations continues to be in- 
efective in areas that do not 
involve any powerful nation's 
self-interest. This is further 
exacerbated by the fact that 
U.N. lacks any permanent 
U.N. standing force. 

If the U.N. did have an 
army, as it was originally 
supposed to. then it would 
not have become so depen- 
dent on the willingness of 
nations to intervene. 
Moreover, the U.N. secret- 
ary general would not be- 
come so busy summoning sol- 
diers from here and there. 
This time-consuming and im- 
promptu method of forming a 
U.N. force is clearly un- 
acceptable. 

I propose the establish- 
ment of a U.N. marine force 
modelled on the U.S. marine 
force which is capable of 
dealing with a variety of 
military situations in various 
environmental conditions. 


The purpose of the force 
would be to quickly intervene 
and stabilise a situation while 
diplomatic pressure and 
other means support its ac- 
tion. What are the elements 
of the proposed marine force. 

First, it should be a well- 
trained and armed rapid de- 
ployment force of at least 
20,000 marines. Second, the 
composition of the force 
should not exceed more than 
five per cent from any 
nationality. Diversifying the 
national composition of this 
force would legitimise its in- 
ternational character and 
prevent any nation from in- 
fluencing the course of its 
action on the basis of con- 
tribution to the force. 

Third, recruitment for the 
marine force should come 
from individuals who volun- 
tarily join the force and who 
are not members of an active 
or reserve military of any 
nation. The objective here is 
to prevent dual-loyalties and 
reinforce a socialisation pro- 
cess under which loyalty to 
the U.N. would supersede 
any national loyalties. 
Fourth, considering Jordan's 
geographical proximity to 
Africa, the Middle East and 
Europe, the armed force 
could be trained and based in 
Jordan. This would also re- 
quire the establishment of a 
United Nations military col- 
lege in Jordan. In the future, 
other U.N. military deploy- 
ments can be made in regions 
with a high tendency for con- 
flict. 

Finally, no such proposal 
can be taken seriously with- 
out first considering the prob- 
lem of funding. Historically 
nations influence each other 
and international organisa- 
tions by controlling their 
financial resources. They in- 
fluence decision-making by 
withdrawing, decreasing or 
even increasing funding. To 
prevent this from happening 
with the proposed force, 
funding must come from a 
non-governmental indepen- 
dent source. In other words, 
no nation should contribute 
one penny to this force. How 
can this be done? 

In 1973, the third law of 
the Sea Conference was con- 
vened for the purpose of 
creating international rules 
on numerous issues dealing 
with the sea. After six years 


of deliberations, many con- 
troversial issues were re- 
solved. But one sticking point 
that has yet to be fully re- 
solved is the question of who 
controls the natural resources 
(ail, minerals, etc.) of die 
-n,\. under international 
waters. 

Third World countries 
sought to establish an inter- 
national mining company, 
the Sea-bed Authority, which 
was to distribute its profits to 
underdeveloped countries. 
Such an international mining 
company was expected to de- 
crease the gap between rich 
and poor nations. However, 
the Sea-bed Authority never 
materialised mainly because 
of the reluctance of advanced 
nations to transfer needed 
technology and capital funds. 

Considering the new inter- 
national atmosphere, the 
time seems ripe for the crea- 
tion of the Sea-bed Authority 
under the auspices of the 
U.N. However, instead of 
distributing the proceeds to 
underdeveloped nations, the 
funds should be transferred 
directly to a special U.N. 
security fund for the exclu- 
sive purpose of funding all 
peace-making functions. The 
ultimate result would relieve 
U.N.’s dependency on dona- 
tions from indvidual coun- 
tries by creating, for the first 
time in U.N. history, a major 
income-generating enter- 
prise. 

As we enter the twenty- 
first century, ethnic, religious 
and territorial conflicts are 
expected to continue if not 
proliferate. Most nations 
would not involve themselves 
in areas where their interests 
are not involved. It is there- 
fore essentia] for the world 
community to establish the 
marine force for the purpose 
of filling a security vacuum 
created by the unwillingness 
of powerful nations to incure 
the costs of intervention. 
Only then can we hope that 
the idea of collective security 
would become a concrete 
reality. 

The writer, a Ph.D. candi- 
date at the University of 
Houston, U.S . , is bead of the 
reach er and Soda] Services 
Department at the Abdul 
Hamid Sharaf School. He 
contributed this article to the 
Jordan Times. 


Billionaire prime 
minister failed 
to shine in politics 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Self- 
made billionaire Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri of 
Lebanon, who on Thursday 
announced his “definitive” 
wish to step down, earned his 
wings in business but failed to 
shine in politics. 

His appointment in Octo- 
ber 1992 and his plans for an 
ambitious $10-to-$12 billion 
programme to rebuild war- 
shattered Lebanon have been 
a key element in renewing 
Western and Arab confi- 
dence and investment in 
Lebanon. 

Born to a family of fanners 
in the southern port of Sidon 
50 years ago, Mr. Hariri left 
bis ancestral home at the age 
of IS for Saudi Arabia deter- 
mined to improve bis life. 

He returned 20 years later 
with a fortune estimated $4 
billion and is now listed 
among the world's 100 weal- 
thiest men, owning several 
banks in Europe and the 
Middle East as well as prop- 
erty as far west as Texas. 

Mr. Hariri has pledged 
personal funds for major 
post-war reconstruction pro- 
jects across Lebanon and was 
the driving force behind plans 
to rebuild and develop the 
war-wrecked city centre of 
Beirut. 

His appointment was bles- 
sed by Syria, which has 
35,000 troops in Lebanon and 
is the main broker, and wel- 
comed by the United States, 
Sandi Arabia and other re- 
gional and international pow- 
ers. 

The powerful Lebanese 
trade union CGTL and the 
chamber of commerce were 
also satisfied with Mr. 
Hariri's assumption of the 
premiership. 

Newspapers described him 
as “Santa Claus" and “Mr. 
Miracle,” while many of his 
compatriots hoped that his 
luck would rub off on them. 

Two years later pro-Syrian 
cabinet ministers, deputies, 
politicians, intellectuals and 
the same union leaders who 
welcomed his ascension 
charge that he has failed to 
carry out his mission. 

His detractors accuse him 
of preferring business to poli- 


tics and giving priority to 
reconstruction projects be- 
fore social issues. 

President Elias Hrawi and 
Speaker Nabih Berri 
spearheaded the opposition, 
with the former accusing him 
of adopting a “hegemonatic" 
style and the latter a lack of 
cooperation. 

“He has been unable to 
administer politics with the 
same golden touch he had in 
his business empire,” one cri- 
tic said. 

Mr. Hariri's announce- 
ment of his “definitive wish 
to step down” came one 
week after hundreds of 
thousands of workers 
observed a nation-wide strike 
demanding higher wages and 
social benefits. 

The strike was called by 
the CGTL, which had forced 
the government of Omar 
Karami to step down in 1991 
over similar calls. 

Last May Mr. Hariri 
sulked at home for several 
days after his attempts to 
broaden the Christian mem- 
bership in his cabinet were 
thwarted, triggering a politic- 
al crisis at home. 

Nine months earlier Mr. 
Hariri had threatened to quit, 
citing resistance among the 
cabinet to his post-war recon- : 
struction policies. 

Intervention by Syria con- 
tained both crises and obser- 
vers here believe the final 
verdict on Mr. Hariri's wish 
to resign will he given in 
Damascus. 

A schoolteacher turned! 
accountant and then entrep- 
reneur. Mr. Hariri struck 
gold in 1977 when the Saudi 
government was desperately 
looking for a contractor who 
could quickly build a confer- 
ence centre for an Islamic 
summit. 

He did the job in six 
months, winning the eternal 
gratitude and friendship of 
Crown Prince Fahd, Saudi 
Arabia's reigning monarch. 

In a rare gesture. Saudi 
Arabia, which does not rec- 
ognise dual nationalities, 
gave him Saudi citizenship in 
1978. 

Mr. Hariri is married and 
has four children. 
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Clinton starts new 
relations with Republicans 


By Laurence McQuillan 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Clinton has passed his 
first test in dealing with the 
newly empowered Republi- 
can leaders of Congress, win- 
ning passage of the GATT 
trade pact, but the outcome 
offers few signs of future 
harmony. 

“Let’s make the GATT 
vote, the first vote of a new 
era of cooperation,” Mr. 
Din ton declared as Republi- 
can and Democratic leaders 
joined him for an outdoor 
ceremony at the White 
House on Thursday night, 
shortly after the vote. 

“I urge?, everyone here to 
continue to work to keep our 
country optimistic and hope- 
ful and outward-looking, 
brave as we march into the 
future,” said Mr. Clinton. 

Mr. Clinton on Friday was 
to meet privately at the 
White House with Senate Re- 
publican leader Bob Dole 
and Newt Gingrich, who be- 
comes speaker of House of 
Representatives next month. 

Although both men helped 
when it came to the GATT 
accord, they remain on a 
collision course with Mr. 
Clinton when it comes to a 
host of other issues — from 
domestic policies to foreign 
affairs. 

The Senate overwhelming- 
ly approved the world trade 
pact by a vote of 76 to 24, 
providing final congressional* 
approval to legislation that 
had generated stiff opposi- 
tion. The House of Repre- 
sentatives approved the pact ■ 
on Tuesday by a similar wide 
margin, 288 to 146. 

The overwhelming approv- 
al of the accord — which 
eliminates trade barriers 
around the world — came 
after intense lobbying by Mr ( 
Clinton, who warned' that fai- 
lure to approve the accord 
negotiated under the General 
Agreement on Tariffe and 
Trade would cripple the 
world economy and harm 
U.S. leadership abroad. 

Although the Senate vote 
officially was the final act of 

the democratically-controlled 

103rd Congress, the GATT 
legislation gave Republicans 
their first chance to flex mus- 
cles that have languished for 


40 years. 

Mr. Dole joined Mr. Clin- 
ton for the White House 
ceremony — his presence 
serving as a public reminder 
that final approval probably 
would not have come without 
the Kansas lawmaker's con- 
sent. 

Mr. Dole, who harbours 
presidential aspirations of his 
own, raised questions about 
the accord ana only after the 
White House made private 
agreements to meet his con- 
cents did many Senate Re- 
publicans back the pact. 

“Mr. President, I think it 
goes without saying that this 
is bipartisanship," Mr. Dole 
said of the congressional ac- 
tion. “...It was all about 
trade, all about the future, all 
about America, and all about 
our place in the world." 

_ In the next Congress, poli- 
tics will play a far greater role 
— as Republicans try to 
prove that voters were right 
in giving them control of both 
houses of Congress for the* 
first time in four decades. 

For Mr. Clinion. the political*? 
benefits of approving GATT 
rest more in what did not 
happen than in what did. A 
defeat, following the sweep- 
ing Republican wins in last 
month’s elections, would 
have doomed his credibility. 

The political benefits of the 
vote are limited for Mr. Clin- 
Tire GATT accord, 
while generating immense in- 
terest around the world, is far 
more important to America’s 
leaders than it is to its every- 
day citizens. 

r 4. CNN. USA Today/ 
Gallup poll taken before the 
Senate vote found that 63 per 
cent of Americans did not 
Know enough about the 
agreement to have an opinion 
f " lt- Gnly -3 per cent 
favoured the pact, while 14 

per cent opposed it. 

„J he Yi ctor y that White 
House officials were celebrat- 

mg. therefore, carries limited 
benefits for Mr. Clinton — 
who was elected by less than 
a majority of the votes cast in 
a three-way race. 

of r™;I 0w fa L L ‘ s l * le challenge 

10 s ^ uw be can be an 

th£S. ,V S P r *s‘ticnt even 
Con^Lo Re P« ubl,cans control 

the Mr ‘ d* nt0n wonfc 

the , 25 ? ,° vcr GATT, but * 

Unpolitical wars are far from 






1 


Mi 


l, » t j. 






atures 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1994 7 


ed 


On Bosnia, Washington should stop deferring to London and Paris 
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By Adrian Hastings, 
Norman Stones, Mark 
Almond, Nod Malcolm, 
Branfcn Magas 

LEEDS, England — To lift 
or not to lift the aims embar- 
go is the central decisive 
question facing Western 
policy-makers on Bosnia. 
The American decision to 
stop enforcing the embargo 
and die Serbs’ advance on 
Bihac, which depended on 
their massive superiority in 
heavy weaponry, have 
brought it bade into the head- 
fines. But in reality this issue 
has been decisive all along. 

The arms embargo has 
underpinned the entire struc- 
ture of western policies that 
have so signally railed to halt 
the wan the hamstrung Un- 
ited Nations operation, the 
fiction of “safe areas,” the 
so-called peace process — a 
process for offering the Serbs 
more and more of what they 
demand. 

Defenders of the arms 
embargo, such as Britain's 
defence secretary, Malcolm 
Kifidnd, like to say that die 
difference between British 
and American policy arises 
because the British, having 
troops on the ground in Bos- 
nia, have a better knowledge 
of the fads. 

The truth is that those di- 
vergent attitudes to the 
embargo are based not so 
modi on differences in know- 
ledge as on different prefer- 
ence about the future of Bos- 
nia itself. Those who defend 
the embargo wish Bosnia to 
be divided; those who call for 
the lifting of the embargo 
'fjfrfcjBnnnin to survive wi thin 

Bp Mfanillnil and interna- 
tionally recognised borders as 
a viable, sovereign state. 

Why have the British and 
French governments pushed 
so hard for a policy that will 
gnarantee the destruction 
and permanent division of 
Bosnia? Underlying this poli- 
cy have been three things. 

The first was their belief 
that one large stare in the 
area was better than a num- 
ber of small ones. Once it was 
dear that Yugoslavia could 
cot be preserved, their sup- 
port switched to the estab- 
lishment of a greater Serbia. 

The second was a tradition- 
al sympathy with Serbia as an 
ally from two world wars. 


J5««*®fully seized so modi 
ot Bosnia m the first weeks of 
me war that a fait accompli 
pad been created which the 
international community 
"mdd never be able to ro- 
V ®J? C ‘ Tbe only way to 
achieve peace, therefore, was 
mjiooept the substance of the 
«rBs demands. 

*l'b® fatal mistake here was 

to underestimate the tenacity 
and determination of Boi- 
nians to support their legiti- 
mate government and defend 
me pluralist unity of their 
country. That refusal to 
accept defeat has, from an 
early stage in the war, been 
me real obstacle to the fulfill- 
ment of the British-French 
policy in Bosnia. 

And while Lord Owen, 
Douglas Hurd and Alain Jup- 
pe have exerted more a nd 
t? 01 * diplomatic pressure on 
the Bosnian government to 
accept the “realities on the 
ground,” it has become more 
and more important for them 
to maintain the embargo 
which keens those realities 
arti ficia lly fixed where thev 
are. 

Mai ntaining this policy has 
required a great effort on the 
part of the British and French 
governments. They have had 
to work hard to oppose all 
the legal, moral and practical 
arguments winch cry out in 
favour of lifting the embargo. 

The legal arguments are 
clear. This embargo was not 
imposed on Bosnia; it was 
applied in September 1991 to 
the whole of Yugoslavia, 
which still functioned theore- 
tically as a single state. In 
April 1992, Bosnia was rec- 
ognised as an independent 
country, and in May it was 
admitted to the United Na- 
tions as a new member state, 
distinct and separate from 
Yugoslavia. The only basis 
for continuing to apply the 
embargo as if the old Yugos- 
lavia still existed was a report 
submitted to the Security 
Council by the U.N. 
secretary-general on Jan. 4, 
1992, which said that in the 
opinion of Cyrus Vance this 
would be the best thing to do. 

Such a flimsy legal basis 
can hardly prevail a gains t the 
fundamental right of self- 
defence of a sovereign state 
— a right which the U.N. 
embargo clearly violates. 
That right is set out in Article 


. grade, with which they were 

Starts HOW weD acqwamed, and nega- 

tively to Croatia, smeared as 
. somehow a continuation of 

ms with R i* publici 

unknown. 

^ The third was the notion, 
* already being disseminated in 

~ June 1992 that the Serbs had 


bU ^ 51 of the U.N. Charter, but it 

' “ k qui*e-false to- suppose that 
positively Ui Serbia and Bel- it is a. privilege handed out to 


it is a privilege handed out to 
member states by the United 
Nations, which it can there- 
fore withdraw when it so 
wishes. Self-defence is a fun- 
damental right in internation- 
al law, pre-dating the United 
Nations. 

The moral argument is 
based on the view that the 
Bosnian state embodied 


Israelis, Jordanians 
working together 
in Haiti 


WASHINGTON (US1A) — 
The heads of the Israeli and 
Jordanian contingents parti- 
cipating in the uTS.-led mul- 
tinational force (MNF) in 
: Haiti briefed in press last 
week on their missions in the 
country. 

^ In his remarks. Master 
Sergeant Shimon Abishai, 
the spokesman for the Israeli 
contingent, noted that this is 
the first time the Israelis and 
Jordanians “are in peace and 
we are working together." 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sained 
Abu Ourabi, the comman- 
' ding officer of the Jordanian 
? JJontingent,. said their speci- 
mission in Haiti — moni- 
r toring the work of the local 
■ police — “is going naturally 
(well) with no obstacles coni- 


wg up nowadays.' 
Following is the 




Following is the transcript 
of the press briefing: 

— Mr. Paul Brown (Depu- 

• ty Commander Intemtional 
. ; Police Monitors): 

Now, it’s my pleasure to 
introduce the heads of the 
Israeli and Jordanian contin- 
gents: the commanding offic- 
er of the Jordanian contin- 
gent. Lt. -Colonel Samed 
Abu Ourabi. and the spokes- 
TOn for the Israeli contin- 
gent. Master Sergeant Shi- 
mon Abishai. Each of these 
officers will make a statement 
a nd take your questions. 

Col. Abu Ourabi: The 
■ Jordanian contingent is parti- 
*• cipating in this mission under 
. we umbrella of the intema- 

* ji°nal police monitors in 
Haiti. The nature of this mis- 
son, in general, is to monitor 

"f tite work the local police are 
carrying out and carrying out 
oar duties through legal 
wannels. Our specific mis- 
son here is going naturally 
(well) with no obstacles com- 
m S up nowadays. We carry 
' on-the-job training with 
•’•-aiort courses on normal 
police duties. We give full 
Su PPon to the local police 


through our 24-hour patrols 
(and through) the training 
process which is being given 
to the local police. We also 
carry out some additional 
duties such as humanitarian 
help, like transporting urgent 
cases to the hospitals. We are 
also carrying out a plan for 
traffic control. All of these 
activities which we are car- 
rying out are supposed to be 
in aid to the local police. In 
other words, the real ones 
carrying out all of these func- 
tions are the Haitian police. 
Our function here is to give 
them the guidance and the 
training that they need. This 
is a summary of our mission 
here. 

■ 

Thank you. 

Master Sergeant Shimon 
Abishai: Good Morning and 
Shalom in Hebrew. My name 
is Abishai. Master Sergeant 
from the Israeli contingent 
and also the medic of the 
aroup- Thirty of us came here 
from Israel a month and a 
half ago, after a lot of ques- 
tions in the Supreme Court of 

Israel about sending Israeli 
policemen to other countries. 
We came here to try to help 
the mission with all the other 
contingents from all the other 
countries. We came first to 
Port-au-Prince to the very big 
neighbourhood of Carrefour. 
It’s a very hard and poor 
place. One police station 
there didn't work. Another 
one was burned. And we 
came to start to organise all 
the police work. We took the 
police officers from the sta- 
tion to the streets to explain 
to the Haitian people that 
now thev have a new police, 
after we' heard from the peo- 
ple that they were hating the 
police officers before. And 
we try to make like we have 
with our police, community 
policemen. The job of police 
is to serve the citizens. 
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values — of democracy, plur- 
alism and legitimacy — which 
are worth defending. Since 
western governments will not 
use their own troops to pre- 
serve the Bosnian state, they 
must allow the Bosnian army 
to act unhindered in defence 
of that state and the values it 
stands for. 

This war is not a dash 
between two mirror images 
of ethnic hostility. It is a 
conflict between versions of 
society: one based on the 
continuation of a multiethnic 
and multireligious life 
through democratic institu- 
tions, and the other based on 
racial-religious purity, estab- 
lished by murder, mass ex- 
pulsions and the destruction 
of religious and cultural 
monuments. 

Spoilsmen for the British- 
Frcnd&T pdEcy always Tail to 
mentygn that the government 
of Bosma'has retained Croa- 
tian and Serbian members 
throuhgout the war. It is 
quite false to talk about 
Radovan Karadzic as if he 
represented “the Serbs” cn 
bloc. Of the 1300,000 Serbs 
who lived in Bosnia before 
the war, only 600,000 now 
live in the territory which Mr. 


Karadzic controls — even 
though his forces took over 
not only all the Serb-majority 
areas, but many other areas 
besides. 

Roughly 200,000 Serbs still 
live in the tenitoiy of the 
Bosnian government. In Tuz- 
la, Serbs have even formed a 
special brigade of Serbs with- 
in the Bosnian army. And of 
the hundreds of thousands of 
Serbs who have sought refuge 
abroad, a significant propor- 
tion are appalled by what has 
bees done in their name. 

In this context, it is particu- 
larly wrongheaded to argue 
— as four writers did in a 
contribution from London — 
that establishing Bosnia as an 
independent state was wrong 
because the state was bound 
to Jbe “seen as artificial by so 
many of its inhabitants.” 

How many is so many? The 
majority of Bosnians voted 
for independence in the re- 
ferendum, and the reason 
why many Serbian areas did 
not vote was thar Mr. Karad- 
zic’s henchmen had stopped 
the ballot boxes from enter- 
ing those areas. 

Fewer than 100,000 men, 
mainly soldiers under orders, ' 


took part in the military op- 
erations, directed by a neigh- 
bouring state, which carved 
out the bulk of Mr. Karad- 
zic’s territory in April and 
May 1992. Many of them 
were Serbs from outside Bos- 
nia. 

The practical arguments 
for lifting the embargo are 
also serious and compelling. 
Even Lord Owen has begun 


recently to recognise that no 
“peace plan” will be accepted 
by the Serbs until at least a 


balance of power has been 
created on the ground. If the 
Serbian attack on Croatia in 
1991 ended after six or seven 
months, it was largely be- 
cause a balance of power was 
developing (thanks to im- 
proved supplies of weaponry 
to tfie Croats) in winch furth- 
er aggression had become too 
costly. Mr. Karadzic still has 
no such incentive to come to 
the negotiating table. 

Defenders of the embargo 
usually make two claims: 
first, that lifting it would lead 
to a terrible escalation of the 
fighting, and second, that the 
Bosnian army has plenty of 
weapons already. The second 


Hamas videos preach 
hate and teach guns 


By Nicolas B. Tatro 

The Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— A dark-haired man in a 
blue sweatshirt sat in front of 
a table strewn with automatic 
weapons, pistols and 
ammunition clips. A banner 
behind him read: “Only by 
blood will we liberate our 
country.” 

Jamal Abdul Hamid 
Yousef, 23, recounts opera- 
tions of his unit of the Izze- 
dine A1 Qassam Brigades, 
the military wing of Hamas. 

Mr. Yousef, who is wanted 
by both Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), describes the ambush 
of an Israeli jeep in which an 
officer was wounded and says 
his unit later kidnapped a 
soldier who was killed after 
being ordered to strip. 

“Our suicide operations 
are a message... that our 
people love death. Our goal 
is to die for the sake of God, 
and if we live we want to 
humiliate Jews and trample 
on their necks," he said. 

Mr. Yousefs chilling con- 
fessions are part a videocas- 
sette which can be bought for 
$5 or rented for 30 cents in 
Gaza. Similar ones are avail- 
able in the West Bank and 
Jerusalem. 

The videos, along with 
books and audio cassettes, 
are part of a well- 
orchestrated campaign which 
is funded in part by money 
raised in the United States'. 
Arab oil states and Europe. 

It is designed to win over- 
Palestinians, especially young 
ones, who have lost hope in 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat's 
ability to deliver change. 

The videotapes, usually 
poor quality, appear to be 
made locally and began 
appearing in the open only 
after the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank town of Jericho became 

autonomous in May. 


They intersperse songs, 
speeches of militant Islamic 
preachers, rallies and TV 
footage of protests and the 
aftermath of suicide attacks 
on Israelis. 

Some like the tape starring 
Mr. Yousefs underground 
group also provide instruc- 
tion on how to use weapons. 
After recounting the group’s 
attacks on Israelis, Mr. 
Yousef demonstrated how to 
assemble, load and fire the 
M-16 and AK-47 automatic 
rifles on the table in front of 
him. 

The message in the 
videotapes is often far 
bloodier and direct than can 
be found in slogans painted 
on walls or even in under- 
ground leaflets. 

The preachers promise a 
life of plenty in paradise — 
where there are rivers of hon- 
ey and 72 brides for any hero 
who is martyred fighting the 
enemies of Islam, an attrac- 
tive afterlife is a powerful 
recruiting message to jobless 
youths in refugee camps who 
wee no future. 

On one tape Sheikh Jamil 
Hamami, the leader of 
Hamas in Jerusalem, praises 
three Hamas activists who 
were killed during a siege of 
their hideout by Israeli sol- 
diers in March, saying they 
restored pride to Palestinians 
who bad been victimised by 
Israeli occupation. 

“There is a big, big differ- 
ence between this group of 
martyrs who restored our 
dignity to us. restored our 
honour, and increased our 
confidence in God and our 
just cause, and the ones who 
want us to surrender and 
accept humiliation." 

He condemns the Israel- 
PLO peace making that 
brought autonomy to the 
Gaza Strip and part of the 
West Bank as a sell-out of 
Palestinian dreams for state- 
hood and independence. 


“History is made through 
blood and the bullets of Izze- 
dine A1 Qassam, and it's not 
the weak and paralysed his- 
tory made at the table of 
negotiation,” Sheikh Hama- 
mi said. 

Israeli officials see such 
videotapes as a threat and 
selling or possessing them can 
lead to arrest and jail terms 
of two to five years. 

“Why dangerous? Because 
people regard the words and 
speeches of recognised reli- 
gious leaders as authoritative 
religious commandments. In 
as much as people wish to be 
devout and obedient, they 
will strive to fulfill these de- 
mands," said Yigal Carmon, 
a former government adviser. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has declared war on 
Hamas, arresting more than 
400 Hamas activists and 
warning that the peace pro- 
cess has been imperiled by 
attacks on Israelis. Islamic 
militants are blamed for most 
OI y4 people Kincu aiuuc 
September 1993 when the 
Israet-PLO accord was 
signed. 

Two of those arrested ear- 
lier this month held Amer- 
ican passports, although they 
have not been identified by 
name. They were carrying 
large amounts of money and 
indoctrination .material, in- 
cluding videotapes, according 
to Palestinian and Israeli 
sources. 

Israeli officials are calling 
on the United States and 
other nations to crack down 
on the activities of radicals, 
who use democratic states as 
a base to raise funds, teach 
young militants to carry out 
jihad or “holy war," and 
produce training films that 
are banned in their home 
countries. 

“Encouraging people to 
kill Jews seems to me a 
crime,” Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yossi Beilin said. 
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claim, which blatantly contra- 
dicts the first, has become the 
favourite line taken by Brit- 
ish government -briefings. 

It is strange to hear an 
embargo defended above all 
on the grounds that it does 
not work. But the truth is 
that it does work, in the 
absolutely crucial area of 
heavy weaponry. As the Bos- 
nian army breakout round 
Bihac and its subsequent col- 
lapse have shown, the Serbs 
may be vulnerable to infantry 
warfare on a wide front, and 
they may nowadays need 
more time to move their 
heavy weaponry around; but 
once they nave concentrated 
it in any particular counterat- 
tack, their massive superior- 
ity in fire-power virtually en- 
sures success. 

As for the argument that 
lifting the embargo would 
create a bloodbath and “only 
prolong the fighting,” this is 
radically misconceived. The 
Bosnian government is not a 
minor image of Mr. Karad- 
zic’s regime: the mass murder 
of civilians is not one of its 
military objectives. Serbian 
villages in reconquered areas 


m 

of Herzegovina live peaceful- 
ly now under the protection 
of tiie Bosnian state. 

It is true that, if the embar- 
go were lifted, the level of 
fighting between the two 
armies would increase in the 
short term. But the result, 
after some significant defeats 
of the Serbian forces, would 
be to bring long-term peace 
much sooner to all the people 
of Bosnia. 

When the Bosnian govern- 
ment asked in October for a 
delay in implementing any 
decision to lift the embargo, 
it was not repudiating the 
policy itself. It was merely 
recognising that, as a direct 
result of the policy pursued 
by western governments so 
far, huge practical difficulties 
had been created which 
would necessitate a period of 
preparation. 

Tlie worst problem is that 
of the so-called safe areas, 
enclaves in which tens of 
thousands of civilians are 
kept in effect as hostages by 
the Serbs. 

In some cases (Zepa and 
Srebrenica), the local Bos- 
nian government forces have 


bad their weapons confis- 
cated by the United Nations. 
This presents a remarkable 

contrast with the “U.N. Pro- 
tected Areas” in Croatia, 
where large armed forces 
were actively built up by the 
Serbs, under the noses of the 
United Nations, before being 
unleashed in the attack bn 
the Bihac enclave. 

The West has helped cre- 
ate these “safe areas”; and, 
having helped to prevent the 
Bosnian army from defend- 
ing them, it has publicly 
accepted responsibility for 
their protection. 

Security Council Resolu- 
tion 836 authorised the U.N. 
Protection Force to use force 
“in reply to bombardments 
against the safe areas by any 
of the parties or armed incur- 
sions into them or in the 
event of any deliberate ob- 
struction in or around these 
areas to the freedom of 
movement” of the U.N. force 
“or of protected humanita- 
rian convoys.” On each of 
these counts, the U.N. Pro- 
tection Force has failed con- 
sistently to carry out its man- 
date. 

When the embargo is final- 
ly lifted, it will become more 
necessary, not less, for the 
United Nations to ensure that 
this mandate is enforced. 
NATO should be enabled to 
give full and effective protec- 
tion to those safe areas from 
the air. It is both essential 
and entirely right that any 
policy of “lift” should include 
a policy of “strike,'’ as Presi- 
dent Bill Ointon previously 
proposed. 

The British-French 
strategy, which has domin- 
ated western policy for two 
and a half years, has been 
both unethical and complete- 
ly unsuccessful. Only through 
an enormous exercise in de- 
ceit has it lasted as long as it 
has. 

It is time that the U.S. 
government ceased to allow 
either its own policy or that 
of the United Nations to be 
hijacked by London and 
Paris, and made to serve a 
strategy wholly inconsistent 
with the ideals of democracy 
and pluralism on which the 
United States itself was built. 

Adrian Hastings is professor 
of theology at Leeds Uni- 
versity . Norman Stone is pro- 
fessor of modem history, at 
Oxford University. .Mark 
Almond is tutor in modern 
history at Oriel College. Ox- 
ford, and author of 
“ Europe’s Backyard War .” 
Noel Malcolm is author of 
“ Bosnia : A Short History .” 
Branka Magas is author of 
lt The Destruction of Yugos- 
lavia.” This article is re- 
printed from the Internation- 
al Herald Tribune. 
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NATO mean machine shows 
shortcomings in Bosnia 


By John Foflain 

Reuter 

NAPLES, Italy — Aims in- 
dustry publicity describes the 
NATO military hardware un- 
leashed in air strikes against 
Bosnian Serbs as all-weather, 
high-performance , even “in- 
telligent,” but the shortcom- 
ings are also cruelly evident. 

While the focus of atten- 
tion has been on the West’s 
willingness to send warplanes 
into action over Bosnia, 
questions persist about the 
effectiveness of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion’s expensive combat 
machine. 

NATO sources and milit- 
ary analysts say the short- 
comings apparent in a week 
of raids near the Serb- 
besieged town of Bihac in 
northwestern Bosnia have 
boxed the alliance into a cor- 
ner. 

“The arms traders have put 
out too much propaganda. 
They’ve exaggerated the 
capacities of the planes and 
the intelligence of the 
weapons,” General Luigi 
Caligaris, Italian commenta- 
tor and conservative member 
of the European Parliament, 
told Reuters. 

One burning issue facing 
western governments is 
whether they can go on re- 
lying on low-risk air missions 
alone if these have done little 
to slow the Serbian advance 
on Bihac, a heavily populated 
area where opposing forces, 
U.N. personnel and civilians 
are in dose proximity. 

Commanders at NATO’s 
southern Europe headquar- 
ters in the Italian port city of 
Naples were forced to delay 
for a day a strike planned for 
Nov. 20 against the Croatian 
Serbian air base of Udbina 
because of low visibility. 

Last Wednesday, NATO 
had to launch a second attack , 
on a rebel Serb missile site 
near the Bihac pocket after 


an initial strike failed to put 
one launcher out of action. 

Ini a further embarrass- 
ment, NATO jets returned to 
base on Friday without hav- 
ing fixed a round or missile 
after a U.N. ground control- 
ler in Bihac failed to pinpoint 
the source of four shells that 
hit the town. 

The series of failures by the 
much-vaunted day-and-night 
attack aircraft packed with 
electronics and worth mil- 
lions of dollars each contrasts 
starkly with the textbook 
achievements of similar high- 
tech weaponry in the 1991 
Gulf war. 

For American top brass, 
the failures have espedally 
reawakened haunting 
memories of poor perform- 
ances during the Vietnam 
war against well-concealed 
opponents. 

“High-tech was fine in the 
Iraqi desert. You knew 
where the enemy was. But in 
Bosnia the targets are diffe- 
rent, and bow much do you 
achieve by hitting one tank or 
one missile launcher? Often 
the cost of the mission is 
greater than the value of 
what you have destroyed.” 
Italian commentator Caligar- 
is said. 

The joint NATO forces 
keep planes airborne over 
Bosnia for much of every day 
that passes, ready to strike 
within minutes, but cloudy 
weather and problems posed 
by wooded, hilly terrain repe- 
atedly frustrate their efforts. 

Serb anti-aircraft missile 
and artillery batteries are also 
highly mobile and can be 
concealed quickly in forests 
or cleverly positioned in 
built-up areas. In the Gulf 
war, Iraqi tank columns mov- 
ing through the desert were 
sitting targets by comparison. 

While NATO’s military is 
sure that allied planes based 
in Italy and on aircraft car- 
riers in the Adriatic Sea can 
destroy large artillery pieces 


or tanks, other weapons are 
harder to hit. Most mortars 
can be packed into the boot 
of a car. 

In the embattled Bihac 
area in particular, there is a 
major risk of killing civilians 
or U.N. soldiers by mistake. 

“Bihac is a town and it’s 
very difficult for air power to 
do anything there — you^ 
have side-by-side in a small, 
area Serb forces, Muslim de- 
fenders, U.N. peacekeepers 
and rebel groups,” said one 
Western military source who 

m 

requested anonymity. 

m m 

“If you decree a military 
exclusion zone around Bihac, 
and impose an ultimatum for 
weapons to be pulled out, 
you'll have to send troops in 
to monitor what is happening 
on the ground,” the source 
added. 

Foiling the blueprints 
drawn up by NATO com- 
manders, there are no big 
deployments of forces in a 
conflict which is often fought 
guerrilla-style by local mili- 
tias that disobey their own 
superiors. With winter clos- 
ing in, visibility will deterio- 
rate. 

Military analysts say there 
is a limit to what air power 
can achieve in any theatre of 
war and, defects aside, it is a 
political reluctance to commit 
massive ground troops that 
has failed to dent the Serb 
offensive. 

“Only sending in troops 
could help to resolve the 
situation. But even if forces 
were sent in under NATO or 
U.N. auspices they would 
have to be very heavily 
armed and be ready to accept 
very strong losses,” Gen. 
Caligaris said. 

NATO estimates tens of 
thousands of soldiers would 
be needed to protect the six 
U.N. -designated “safe areas” 
in former Yugoslavia, includ- 
ing Bihac and the Bosnian 
capital Sarajevo. 
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World 


bank tells 
Kuwait 


to tighten 
belt 


KUWAIT f R) — The World 
Bank, has advised Kuwait, 
which faces a growing budget 
deficit, to cut wages, impose 
charges on public services 
apd introduce tax, a news- 
paper said Saturday. 

“The World Bank recom- 
mended a reduction in public 
spending such as wages and 
subsidies and an increase in 
charges (on public services),” 
AJ Watan newspaper said. 

It quoted an unidentified 
official as saying the World 
Bank recommendation, 
based on a study it carried 
out in June, was passed to 
Kuwaiti officials. 

The official said the recom- 
mendations included reduc- 
ing the number of state em- 
ployees and trimming their 
wages, which now swallow 
one quarter of Kuwait's re- 
venue. 

They also suggested the 
postponement of less impor- 
tant development projects, 
an increase in charges for 
public services apart from 
education, the removal of 
subsidies on many goods, and 
the introduction of sales and 


services taxes. 

Kuwait should also take 
steps towards privatising 
state firms and cancelling 
curbs on interest rates. 

Kuwait is projecting a 
1.502 billion dinars ($5 bil- 
lion) budget deficit in 1994/ 
95. after a 1.223 billion di- 
nars (S4 billion) deficit in 
1993/94. 

The emirate said in 
November it planned a 25 per 
cent cut in spending on con- 
struction and other projects, 
a move seen as an attempt to 
reduce the budget deficit and 
pay for the U.S.-led military 
buildup prompted by Iraq 
troops deploying near 
Kuwait's border in October. 

Kuwaitis are long-used to a 
welfare state that provides 
public services free or at 
minimal cost, and supplies 
government jobs to virtually 
all Kuwaiti nationals who 
want one. - ~ 

The oil emirate relies on its 
shrinking overseas invest- 
ments to cover the growing 
deficit. 


China unveils cautious 


reform for next year 


BEUING (R) — China has 
forecast 11 per cent growth 
this year but warned of a 
second year of high inflation 
in 1995 as income gaps 
widen, law and order deterio- 
rates and ailing state indus- 
tries await reform. 

The People's Daily carried 
a front-page report and com- 
mentary on the annual four- 
day economic work meeting 
to set what turned out to be a 
cautious economic agenda for 
1995. 

The meeting's communi- 
que listed rising inflation, the 
weakness of agriculture, the 
plight of state firms and de- 
teriorating law and order in 
some regions as the most 
serious problems to be 
addressed. 

The communique 
appeared to reflect a cautious 
compromise of the different 
opinions within the commun- 
ist party over how fast the 
economy should grow, how 
quickly stare firms should be 
sold off and how to balance 
stability and growth. 

There was reason to cele- 
brate, the commentary said, 
with gross domestic product 
this year growing by an 
annual 11 per cent, exports 
and foreign investment in- 
creasing, harvest of farm 
crops bountiful and real 
wages on the rise. 

But sources of public dis- 
content were manifold, it 
said. 

“The deep contradictions 
in managing the economy 
have not been basically re- 
solved," it said, adding: “We 
lack the means to maintain a 
well-balanced growth of the 
economy.” 

This appeared to refer to 
the central government's in- 
ability to hold inflation, 
money supply, consumer 
spending and capital con- 
struction within planned 
targets, despite drastic re- 
forms this year aimed at 
strengthening Beijing's abil- 
ity to regulate. 

The disparity between city 
and country, between urban 
and rural incomes was wide- 
ning, with the gap even larger 
after two years of rapid ex- 
pansion when economic 
growth has averaged 13 per 
cent — close to overheating. . 
the commentary said. 

“Some "people are earning - 
too much. For the long-term 
benefit of the public, we must 
solve this problem,” it 
pointed out. 


Serious floods and 
droughts in 1994 have ex- 
posed agriculture as the 
weakest link in the economy, 
it said, and ordered sufficient 
funds be available for state 
purchases from farmers while 
banning the issue of IOUs. 

Agricultural output is lag- 
ging behind demand, forcing 
up prices and fuelling infla- 
tion, while farmers are cir- 
cumventing state buyers to 
sell their produce for higher 
prices in the free market, 
creating shortages at fac- 
tories. ' 

The newspaper commen- 
tary trod a middle course on 
the sensitive issue of infla- 
tion. at 27 per cent, the high- 
est level since the commun- 
ists took power in 1949. 

While international experi- 
ence showed a certain 
amount of inflation was in- 
evitable, exessive levels were 
harmful and dangerous, and 
the menace could not be 
underestimated. 

Those who argued inflation 
was not harmful or actually 
promoted development were 
“unscientific”, it said, refer- 
ring to those in the party who 
say rapid growth, even at the 
cost of high inflation, was the 
only way to maintain high 
employment and rising in- 
comes. 

Neither the commentary 
nor the communique offered 
much beyond previously pub- 
lished plans to deal with ail- 
ing state firms, which top 
officials have repeatedly said 
is the key reform target for 
1995. 

They repeated earlier for- 
mulas to encourage state 
firms to turn themselves into 
stockholding companies, to 
form combines and. for those 
without hope, to close down, 
go bankrupt, merge or be 
taken over. 


Norwegian 

industry 

fears 

restricted ' 


EU access 


OSLO (R) — Norway's “no" 
vote on joining the European 
Union (EU) could restrict 
Norwegian industry's access 
to crucial European markets, 
company chiefs have said. 

“The question is whether a 
country which in effect has 
quit the world can create the 1 
right conditions for an inter- 
national company." manag- 
ing director Erik Toenseth of 
offshore and shipbuilding 
group Kvaemer told Reuters. 


■ 

Bahrain projects higher deficit in new budget 


Industrial leaders never 
feared an immediate econo- 
mic setback for Norway, 
which enjoys low inflation 
and sound state finances sup- 
ported by western Europe’s 
biggest oil and gas exports. 

Managing director Tom 
Ruud of construction firm 
Aker and information direc- 
tor Eric Cameron of drugs 
group Hafslund Nycomed 
told Reuters they saw no 
short-term effects of the 
“no” 


However, the report said 
Beijing would try to help 
loss-making enterprises with 
debt default problems, a hint 
the government was seeking 
ways to save these firms from 
bankruptcy and consequent 
high unemployment at a time 
of raging inflation. 

More than one-third of 
China's thousands of state- 
owned companies are in the_ 
red ’ and draining .state cd&f 
fers. Many o? these firms are" 
confident that as a part of the 
state system they will not 
have to repay loans granted 
by state banks. 


“But in the long term the 
situation is unpredictable.” 
Mr. Cameron said, citing un- 
certainty about the future of 
the European Economic 
Area (EEA) market accord. 

The EEA linking the EU 
and the EFTA bloc, now only 
Norway. Iceland and Liech- 
tenstein. gives Norwegian 
companies virtually free" ac- 
cess to the EU market — si 
least for now. 


MANAMA (AFP) — 
Bahrain has announced its 
1995-1996 budget forecasting 
a much higher deficit due to a 
fall in oil earnings and said 
the target was to achieve 
growth and create more jobs. 

Spending was set at 642 
million Bahraini dinars 
(SI. 669 million) for fiscal 
year 1995 and 644 million 
dinars (SI. 674 billion) for 
1996, an increase of five per 
cent over the previous year’s 
expenditure. 

Revenues were projected 
at 520 million dinars (J1.352 
billion) for 1995 and 530 mil- 
lion dinars (SI. 378 billion) 
for 1996. 

This created a deficit of 122 


million dinars (S317 million) 
and 114 million dinars (S296 
million) respectively. The 
1994 deficit stood at around 
74 million dinars ($192 mil- 
lion). 

Bahraini Finance and Eco- 
nomy Minister Abrahim 
Abdul Karim, announcing 
the budget, said ail revenues 
were expected to rech 283 
million dinars (735.8 million) 
in 1995 and 2S5 million dinars 
($741 millon) in 1996. This 
compared with 380 million 
dinars ($988 million in 1994. 

The projected decline 
would depress the contribu- 
tion made by oil exports to 
the country's total revenues 
to 54 per cent from 63 per 


cent, he said. 

“The main objectives of 
the new budget include 
achieving a reasonable eco- 
nomic growth that will help 
boost national income, create 
job opportunities for 
Bahrainis, attract investment 
and allow the government to 
press ahead with privatisation 
programmes," he told the 
official Gulf news agency. 

Mr. Abdul Karim said the 
government was seeking to 
cut the budget shortfall but 
added it remained higher 
than the targeted level. 

He said the deficit would 
be financed through domestic 
borrowing as was the case in 
previous years. A new finan- 


cial and economic policy was 
needed to balance the budget 
given the drop in oil prices 
and Bahrain's output, be 
added. 


He gave no figures but 
Bahrain, a minor oil state is 
the Gulf, produces around 

40.000 barrels per day. Other 
key income sources are taxes 
and exports of aluminium 
from its Alba company, die 
biggest smelter in the region, 
with a production of around 

460.000 tonnes per year. 


Mr. Abdul Karim said the 
1995-1996 budget covered 
240 million dinars (S624 mil- 
lion) in allocations for de- 
velopment projects. 


South Korean leader orders major changes 


SEOUL (AFP) — South Ko- 
rean President Kim Young- 
Sam Saturday ordered a 
sweeping change in the struc- 
ture of his government in a 
bid to wipe out inefficiency 
and strengthen the economy, 
the presidential office said. 

The move was designed 
“to give renovarive and full- 
scale reform as part of Presi- 
dent Kim's campaign for in- 
ternationalisation,'' a pres- 
idential spokesman said. 

The spokesman said four 
key economy-related minis- 
tries would be merged into 
two separate organisations to 
bone the country's competi- 
tiveness in the financial and 
economic sectors. 

Other government agen- 
cies will face drastic reorga- 


nisation to weed out 
bureaucratic inefficiency, and 
20 out of the government’s 
187 departments would be 
dosed altogether because of 
ineffidency or duplication, 
he said. 

The streamlining will eli- 
minate two ministers, seven 
vice and assistant ministers 
and 23 director generals. 

Presidential aides said Mr. 
Kim would follow up with a 
full-scale cabinet reshuffle 
before the end of the year. 

Under the restructuring, 
effective immediately, the 
Ministry of Finance and the 
Economic Planning Board 
would be merged under a 
single minister, as would the 
construction and transporta- 
tion ministries, the spokes- 


NAFTA critics claim 


EU offitials have hinted 
that the EEA institutional 
structure will now be too 
expensive to keep afloat. 

Prime Minister Gro Har- 
lem Brundtland's Social 
Democratic minority govern- 
ment moved to control the 
damage of the EU vote. 

Finance Minister Sigbjoem 
Johnsen pledged to further 
reduce the already low state ] 
budget deficit, previously 
estimated at 20.9 billion 
crowns (S3.06 billion) in a - 
draft 1995 budge: 

“We must safeguard the 
EEA agreement as long as it j 
j^jjossfble.-^e must^look.at j. 
eBbnomic policy* to make sure 1 
the L no' creates as little prob- 
lems as possible for our in- 
dustry." Ms. Brundtland 
said. 


trade accord eroded 


U.S. jobs, exports 


Sao Tome floats currency* raises fuel prices 


SAO TOME (R) — The 
African island state of Sao 
Tome and Principe has flo- 
ated its currency ard raised 
fuel prices to comply with 
World Bank and Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF) con- 
ditions for a resumption of 
aid. 

Finance Minister Carlos 
Quaresma told a news con- 
ference that the government 
would stop its crawling peg 
devaluation of the dobra and 
would allow the currency's 


official rate to float in line 
with its free rate on the para- 
llel market. 

The U.S. dollar trades at 
930 dobras in banks against a 
free market rate of 1 , 100 . 

Mr. Quaresma also said 
petrol prices would gradually 
rise to the local currency 


equivalent of $1 per litre as 

the 


demanded by the World 
Bank. 

He announced an immedi- 
ate 38 per cent rise in petrol 
prices to 580 dobras per litre 


from 420. 

The finance minister said 
these measures were neces- 
sary to ensure that a World 
Bank mission comes in Janu- 
ary to evaluate the economic 
performance of this former 
Protuguese colony of 120,000 
people and approve a re- 
sumption of aid. 

The World Bank sus- 
pended the disbursement of 
$23 million of aid to Sao 
Tome in August after the 
caretaker government of for- 


mer prime minister Evaristo 
Carvalho failed to raise fuel 
prices and spt. .* ■ * the rate 
of devaluation. 


Mr. C :aresma said the 
new government of these 
cocoa-growing islands off the 
coast of Gabon faced “a diffi- 
cult, critical and worrying 
economic situation'* because 
tile previous administration 
failed to take vital measures 
during its three months in 
power. 


Peanuts 


I can't believe i’m sitting here in 

THE PE5ERT LISTENING TO A ROCK TELL 
ME THE ST0RT OF HIS LIFE.. 






Andy Capp 


*• iM« n» 

tr T Bt Pi**' 



JUST ONE 
MORE, PET 1 


5 



THAT'S enough, 
MATE. I'M NOT 
MADE O'. 
MONEY 





HUH/AND YOU 
KEEP ON SAYING 
YOU'RE THE BEST 
FRIEND I'VE GOT/ 

V 







WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Critics of the North Amer- 
ican Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) claimed that, in 
one year, the pact with Cana- 
da and Mexico has cost 
37,000 U.S. jobs and reduced 
exports to Mexico by 55 per 
cent. 

On the anniversary of 
NAFTA’s ratification by 
Congress, the trade agree- 
ment has done the opposite 
of what President Bill Clinton 
and his? predecessor Geofge 
Bush had predicted, lawmak- 
ers and trade unions who 
opposed the agreement said. 

“You don’t have to be a 
mathematical giant to figure 
out what is going to happen 
very shortly because the 
trends are in the wrong direc- 
tion,” the Democratic repre- 
sentative for Ohio Marcy 
Kaptur has said. 

The AFfc-dOr“the- na- 
tion’s largest trade union, 
said that since NAFTA went 
into effect in January, an 
estimated 37,000 U.S. jobs 


have been lost, many more 
than the 12,000 acknow- 
ledged by the government. 

In the debate preceding 
NAFTA ratification, former 
independent presidential 
candidate and billionaire 
businessman Ross Perot had 
warned that if the accord 
came into being you would 
hear "a giant sucking sound" 
of jobs going to Mexico. 

The critics also said that in 


the first eight months of this 
year, the U.S. 


trade surplus 
with Mexico foil 55 per cent 
to $1.7 bilUou, against $3.9 
billion in the same period in 
1992. 

Commerce Department 
officials countered such argu- 
ments by saying that while 
12,000 jobs were lost since 
January, about 100,000 other 
jobs have been created in the 
first six months of the year. 
- The officials also said that 
the trade surplus with Mexico 
eroded steadily last year until 
it became a $45 million trade 
deficit in the final quarter. 
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“1 go to work perky and come home 
drained. My evil boss has a machine 
that sucks the life force out of me!” 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


WORD GAME 
lllka Argirlon 


Pm here to fix the sink 


ICHED 



urn 


mm 


CTO* tana UtfaSmCM. me. 

Me fo nfjpT?u 


MYDAL I 
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MANDET 
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mm 
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WHW THE ELEGIWIY 
PRE9S0? RERMRMAN 
WA5 KNOWN A6\ 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hero: a 


r' y yy Y N Y Y Y "Y Y 1 

I A A A. X 4. A A 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow} 

Jumbles: DIZ2Y KITTY MOTIVE HOPPER 

shady car dealer (Sd to hia 
■ — TOOK HIM FOR A RIDE 


customer 


man said. 

Business circles hailed the 
changes but urged the gov- 
ernment to hasten the lifting 
of ail bureaucratic controls. 

“We actively welcome this 
measure because restrictions 
on windows will be eased.” 
the Korean Business Man- 
agement Association said in a 
statement. 

Announcement of the 
drastic changes was followed 
bv an urgent meeting of top govern- 
ment and party officials at the 
president’s office. 

Presidential sources called 
the restructuing only a pan of 
a second-stage reform drive 
to “ensure the survival of the 
country during the coining 
new economic order” when 
the World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO) takes effect next 
year. 

Full details of the whole 
reform plan would be 
announced “soon" the pres- 
idential spokesman said. 

Other steps Mr. Kim 
would take, the sources said, 
would involve ensuring the 
speedy ratification of the 
General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 


FORECAST FOR DECEMBER 4, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll lighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Outsiders could easily attempt to s 
your delicate relationship with partners if you permit. Keep silent 
and watchful as you go about your business and avoid one who b 
usually a waste of time. 



ARSES: (March 21 to April 19) You can complete those left 
undone, and then be. inspired to something worthwhile for the 
future. Be happy at home tonight With your loved ones. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Give that private affair your full 
attention, then tonight meet with good advisors. Improve the 
relationship with the one you love. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21} Early get the plan worked out whidi 
you have been struggling with. Thank the one who has done you a 
favour towards you being very successful. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Know what others in the 
outside world expects of you , and then you can proceed accordingly. 
Drive with the utmost care. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Follow the dogmas you profess in the 
morning,- and then concentrate on improving your way of life, fie 
alert to new opportunities. 

VIRGO: (August 2? to September 22) Make sure you handle the 
tasks you promised your mate in the morning. Study your monetary 
position rariy and be wise to any situation. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Show partners that you have 
kept your part of any contracts, and then discuss future affairs wisely 
so you can achieve the most benefit. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) This is a good day to do 
something thoughtful for those who have done you many favours. 
Organise future tasks more intelligently. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Perfect some 
hobby before you take on another. Spend some time at amusements 
of sports you enjoy with some close friends. 

£^f2^^i (T ^ CCtnbC1r ? to ^uaiy 20) Begin this day properly 
by keeping promises you have made to your loved ones. Extend 
invitations to fascinating persons you like. 

^iSW Januaiy ^ to Fefaruar y I9 > Ren*™ call of persons who 
havebrau trying to reach you, and make better arrangements for the 
future so you will have more income. 

PBCESiiJebruary 20 to March 20) Pay bills in the morning, and 

m ° re mle "!Sting outlets for the future. Focus your 
attention on greater abudance for the future. 3 


Birthstone of December: Turquoise - Zircon 



THE Daily Crossword 


D. Bert) rich 


ACROSS 
t Top oi a wave 
6 Journey 
10 Become 
wejnsomo 

14 Hoait ime 

15 Mcutad 

16 To (exactly) 

17 Nosy one 

18 Exploits 

19 Ados 

20 Safety gear lor 
Kennedy and 
Doin'* 

23 Fountain dnnk 

24 Hemlngwny 

25 uatcG. n stion 
28 ho etc no fat 

30 Indvtdiiai 

31 Kansas town 
33 Oaik-OrtMTi 

pigment 
37 Cooked 

41 -Donas’ 
mainqich 

42 Notion- pvef 

43 Korean Gl 

44 Mown i am pools 
46 Wakes muTry 
49 Musical interval 

52 Siam ai 
HivLiiaelv 

53 Fjshon on 
Pennsylvania 
Avenue”* 

59 An Andei&cn 

60 MoitftiainSi 

61 Plumed bird 

62 Th^ekro 
S3 FoOton 

64 Atfress Bcrgur 

65 Adotottcnl 
Cufliv 

66 Ndl a _ 

I be mdiflet orvn 

67 Pay for 
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9 Heckle 

1 0 Invcnior <■ g 

11 *Tti nmvrianp. 


DOWN 

1 Mama of rock 

2 Cbmfacrsaid 

3 go bragh 

4 b famous 

& Ferocious wto 

6 "In God wo ■ 

7 Sian word 

ft Concept 


12 Sonv 
European-. 

1 3 Minimal amount 
2) Ommoru 

22 Impudent 

25 Lev* 9 lum 

26 Organic 
compound 

27 ClQ^O linfuiy 
29 Pungs 

29 Kngnr? aide- 
32 AiSSif li-.ldcr 

34 Curtail 

35 Muitswe 

36 Qucncs 

38 Court sunim.vi;, 

39 L4l 

40 Eat fake a 
(Ikaiion 

45 Go DVtjr 

47 Most aged 

48 Hriig>0u! a 
diQrirtnrv 
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and a drastic loosening of the 
government's financial and 
economic grip on private in- 
dustry and banking. 

A signal of the new mood 
of free market competition in 
the presidential Blue Houses 
. they said, was the govern- 
ment's decision to allow the 
giant Samsung conglomerate 
to get into the auto-making 
business. 

The opposition Democra- 
tic Party immediately slam- 
med the announced restruc- 
turing, saying that it had been 
made only to allay suspicions 
of favouritism by Mr. Kim 
over the Samsung move. 

Samsung's plans involve 
opening a giant assembly 
plant in Mr. Kim's political 
power base in the port city of 
Pusan. 

The opposition has also 
vowed to oppose the GATT 
ratification - 

“President Kim should re- 
ject the (GATT) Uruguay 
Round accord to protect far- 
mers and domestic indus- 
tries,” opposition leader Lee 
Ki-Taek told an anti- 
government rally in the west- 
ern city of Puchon. 
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UAE urged to split shares Lebanon [Oman invites investors 
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£ir The Ministry of Fi- 
nance has reminded all 
owners of real estate 
(bouses or vacant land) 
that the last day for paying 
'tbs teal estate tax is Dec. 
31 , 1994. A fine that goes 
up to 50 per cent of the tax 
amount wQJ be imposed if 
the tax is not paid by e .tid 
of year deadline (A1 Ra'i). 


■■ 

'■ £-flr The Middle East 
Complex for Engineering, 
S Electronics and Heavy In- 
dustries Pic, a public 
shareholding company 
• that manufactures the 
- :X Goldstar TV and home 
;r’; appliances, is requesting 
‘ the shareholders to pay 
: the second instalment of 

'•i :;- their equity. Amounting 
‘ - ^ / to 25 per cent of the JD 1 

• par value of the share, the 

• second instalment will 
: < V bring the paid-up capital 

N m 50 per cent. Last day 
' V for paying the second in- 

Jan. 15, 1995. 
■I '^Tbe company’s capital is 
' v jD 22 million (A1 Ra’i). 


f* ■ 3 ' 


-trtr The general assembly 
: _v‘ ' of Dar Al Shaab Press, 
'jj. sprinting. Publishing and 
v ^Distributing Company 
'''which publishes Sawt Al 
^ shaab Arabic daily, has 
« L^.'voted down a request put 
by the Jordan Investment 
^^Corporation to liquidate 
;• company. At an ex- 
^-traordinaxy meeting, 
^attended by shareholders 
. gowning 1,375,148 shares 
’ .‘Ij'and representing 68 per 
cent of the total number of 
^^shareholders, the general 
— ■ — assembly commended the 
steps taken by the board 
of directors to boost Sawt 
Al Shaab. Noting that the 
‘-'board of directors was 
going on the right track, 
^'Ihe general assembly 
/^inrgfcd the board to con- 
tinue its efforts to put the 
. . .. company on the road to, 
- - j ,'wo^.qspedaUy through r 

• : r 'estracturinjg to ensure the' 

igfats of the shareholders 

* :::Sawt Al Shaab). 

rk Information filtering 
J ~ om the General Budget 
. department speaks of a 
r- ^rrudy being conducted to 
rise salaries of civil ser- 

- .ants by 30 per cent of the 
-asic salary (Sawt Al 

haab). 

■ ^ ^ 

' " rr “fr The government is 
jying down a fun- 
", . Junental solution to a 
' doubled company in 
laan (Sawt Al Shaab). 

- . — “ 

ri r Whether inside or 
r ■: -mtside the Kingdom, any 
: I'-'^erson can purchase a 
opy of the official gazette 

- ' ^4nch is issued by the 

^flinistry of Finance (Sawt 
f d Shaab). 


nftr The Jordan Press 


'■~i ; publishing Company, 
inch publishes Al Dus- 
)ur Arabic daily, has 
nalised raising its capital 
JD 500,000 to JD 1.5 
The capital in- 
j^ase was taken from the 
'lintary reserves and re- 
fined earnings and given 
* 3 shareholders registered 
“ Nov. 15, 1994 in the 
Kin of free shares at a 
Ke of 50 per cent or half 
share for every share 
worship (Al Dus tour). 
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h* 


rir The Economic Con- 
m illative Council will hold 
_ g meeting Monday to con- 
D® mie discussing the peace 

on the economy 
interaction of the pri- 
Me and public sectors to 
®ieve greater benefits, 
ne council, headed by 
prime minister, will 
discuss the draft leg- 
nation to encourage in- 
g fishnent and a study on 
. I . vestment incentives (Al 
i( ’’Wow). 

1 ^ ^hrid Thcodossy has 
Mu appointed as deputy 
^ ‘ S 6 . “tmiager of the 
* F^trial Development 
1 £nk (IDB). Mr. 
I nS K * oss y has been an 
^ member for 
^Jethan thirty years (Al 

* nilr ShaBq Gbawi 


to end market monopoly 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
™nks and companies should 
spot their traded shares into 
s ma lle r units to activate the 
stock market and end a 
monopoly by major inves- 
tors, dealers have said. 

Steady profits by most 
trading institutions over the 
past yeare and lack of other 
investment sectors in the 
region have pushed up the 
prices of some shares nearly 
nine times, scaring away 
small investors and allowing a 
minority of rich businessmen 
to tighten their grip on the 
market, they said! 


Although strong perform- 
. ance of most trading institu- 
tions has offset the recent 
sharp rise in interest rates, 
the stock market remained 
smothered by soaring real 
costs of shares and lack of 
.new share floatations. 

“The market value of some 
shares has multiplied over the 
past years, becoming out of 
the reach of small investors 
and falling in the hands of 
major investors,” said Ziad 
Dabbas, sharedealing direc- 
tor at the government- 
controlled National Bank of 
Abu Dhabi (NBAD). 

“This should prompt com- 
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U.S. Dollar In InooraoCional Markets 


Currency 


Sterling Pound' 

Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen 

■ - 

European Curreny Unit 

4 1 3D Pet STC 

111 Eerapcm uprdnR W 800 a-l 


ktew yo*k 
CtC4 c 

1Mf I/12/Q4 
1.5665 

1 . 5735 
1.3295 
5.3930 
99.3? 

h.-iiso 


New Vo’ik 

CtoJtC 

1 **Z/1Z/94 
1.5610 

1.5600 
1.3 557 
5.4205 
100.61' •' 
1.2073 
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Currency 
U^. Dollar 

Sterling Pound 

Deutsche Mari 

Swiss Franc 

French Franc 

Japanese Yen 
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5.00 


3.62 3. SI 


5.31 
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6.31 
6.43 
5.12 
4.00 
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6 . 75 
6.87 
5.37 
4.5! 
6. 12 
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Metal 

Gold 


I’SD'Oz 
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377.10 
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Currency 
UJ. Dollar 

SterHng Pound 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen' 
Dutch Guilder 
Swedish Krona 
Italian Lira* 
Belgian Franc 
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0.7030 

1.0955 

0.4443 

0.5266 

0.1296 


0.6974 


0.3970 




0.0433 
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Currency 

Bahraini Dinar 
Lebanese Lira 11 
Saudi Rival 
Kuwaiti Dinar 
Qatari Rival 
Egyptian Pound 
Onuuif Rlj'il 
UAE Dirham 
Greek Drachma ' 
Cjprfnt Pound 


Dn: 37)2/1994 
I Otter 
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0.2655 

1.3980 
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0.1880 

2.3600 
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0.2150 
1.6260 
0.1917 
0.31 35 
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paries to split the face value 
of shares into 10 shares. This 
will expand the base of inves- 
tors and stimulate the mar- 
ket,” he pointed out. 

Mr. Dabbas, in his weekly 
report, cited the state-run 
telecommunication Etislat, 
the UAE’s biggest joint stock 
company with a paid up 
capital of around 1.5 billion 
dirhams ($408 million). 

He said Etislat's steady 
profits and the limited □um- 
ber of major trading institu- 
tions in the market has 
pushed its share’s face value 
of 100 dirhams by more than 


The market value of the 
shares of the Abu Dhabi 
National Hotels Company 
and Al Ain National Insur- 
ance Company has also 
jumped by more than nine 
times while the share of Abu 
Dhabi Aviation and the Abu 
Dhabi National Insurance 
Company soared by more 
than seven times, Mr. Dab- 
bas said. 

’There is no doubt split- 
ting the share’s face value will 
boost the market and attract 
more investors as it will 
sharply increase the available 
shares,” said Zuhair Kaswa- 
ni, another leading UAE 
stockbroker. 

Around 40 banks and com- 
panies effectively trade their 
shares in the UAE, with their 
market capitalisation soaring 
to nearly $9 billion this year 
from less than $4 billion in 
1985 ' 


unions 
reject pay 
increases 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
labour unions rejected pay 
raises for public and private 
sector workers ordered by 
the government of Prime 
Minister Rafik Al Hariri, 
sayin g they would continue to 
press for higher wages. 

“We categorically reject 
the cabinet’s resolutions on 
Thursday and consider they 
do not meet the bare mini- 
mum of the unions' and 
popular demands,” EKasAboo 
Rizk, head of the General 
Labour Confederation 
(CGTL), said Friday. 

The government decision, 
ordered a 25 per cent mini- 
mum wage increase. Workers 
who were paid more than the 
minimum would get a 20 per 
cent increase. 

Mr. Abou Rizk, speaking 
after a meeting unions on 
Friday night, said the unions 
would continue to press for 
.an all-round 88 per cent rise 
for Lebanon’s estimated 
500,000 private and public 
workers backdated to July. 

Labour Minister Abdullah 
Al Amin, who said all work- 
ers would receive child 
schooling and transport allo- 
wances, said on Thursday the 
pay hikes were not sufficient 
but that the cash-strapped 
government could not do 
more. 


for major projects 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Oman wants investors from 
the Gulf, Japan, France and 
other countries to contribute 
to major projects in gas. pet- 
rochemicals and other fields. 

The effort is part of large- 
scale reforms designed to 
neutralise the impact of vola- 
tile oil earnings on its eco- 
nomy. 

More than 500 investors 
will gather in Muscat this 
month for an international 
conference which will high- 
light new opportunities and 
government incentives, in- 
cluding full ownership for 
foreigners. 

The conference is part of 
Oman’s economic openness 
to the world and is intended 
to shed light on the new 
investment laws and incen- 
tives offered by tije govern- 
ment to local and foreign 
investors,” said Mahmoud 
Jarwani, director of the Mus- 
cat Stock Exchange, which is 
organising the two-day meet- 
ing. 

“We will teD foreign inves- 
tors that they now can fully 
own some projects which we 
find will serve the national 
economy. They will also re- 
ceive attractive incentives, in- 
cluding a 10-year tax exemp- 
tion and other technical and 
administrative facilities,’’ he 
told AFP by telephone. 

Mr. Jarwani said the Dec. 
5-6 conference would include 
papers detailing the new pro-. 


jects to be set up by the 
government in participation 
with the private sector, in- 
cluding infrastructure, gas, 
petrochemicals, power and 
industry. 

He said local and foreign 
investors would be allowed to 
subscribe to a $700 million 
petrochemical complex and 
tire planned gas liquefaction 
plant, estimated to cost be- 
tween $6 billion and $9 bil- 
lion. 

The plant is expected to 
produce nearly six million 
tonnes of LNG when it is 
completed in the year 2000 
and Oman has already 
started negotiations with 
potential buyers in Asia, a 
main importer of Gulf gas. 

Oman will be the first Gulf 
state to admit the private 
sector into its energy indus- 
tries, which have remained 
monopolised by the govern- 
ment in other regional coun- 
tries on the grounds they are 
strategic industries. 

But some of them are now 
considering ending the 
monopoly to secure fends for 
expansion projects due to a 
sharp decline in their oil 
earnings. 

The decline has prompted 
Oman and other Gulf oil 
producers to embark on eco- 
nomic reforms that involve 
privatisation, improvement 
of investment laws and in- 
creasing government incen- 
tives, and opening up their 


UAE non-oil industry faces GATT hurdles 


ABU DHABI (R) — The 
United Arab Emirates’ 
(UAEs’) non-oil economy 
will gain from GATT accords 
in the long run but must wean 
itself off cheap power and 
face foreign competition, the 
Emirates Industrial Bank 
(EIB) has said. 

“The effect (of GATTs) 
implementation will inevit- 
ably be positive in the long 
term,” said an EIB working 
paper prepared for a General 


Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) seminar. 

But the paper from the 
EIB, a date body which pro- 
vides industrial finance, said 
the non-oil industrial sector 
of the Gulf oil-exporting state 
would have to pay the full 
costs of power currently sup- 
plied at subsidised prices. 

The UAE’s Water and 
Electricity Minister Hamid 
Bin Nasser Al Oweiss has 
said he wants power subsidies 


phased out, and power 
charges to industry were 
raised 50 per cent last month. 

But the current cost to 
industry of a kilowatt-hour of 
15 fils ($0.04) is stiD lower 
than the 25 fils ($0.7) which 
Mr. Oweiss gave at the start 
of this year as the production 
cost. 

The implementation of the 
GATT Uruguay Round will 
also mean that the govern- 
ment will not be allowed to 


give preference to locally- 
made over foreign goods, the 
EIB said. 

“Industrial establishments 
will have to rely in competing 
with foreign products by re- 
ducing production costs and 
improving quality and varie- 
ty,” the paper said. 

The EIB said the UAE, a 
small country with about two 
million people, would gain 
from increased transfer of in- 
dustrial technology under 
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A SECURE 


FOR RENT 

Many apartments and villas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many fistings of 
villas, flats, and building lots 


I Swetftyeh 


Commercial and 
residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
810520 
Fax: 810520 


^^^FlatOTEL 

SECURITY 

^HOSPITALITY 

^GASTRONOMY 


&&een4' 

Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 
ELITE CAFE 

Sweifiyeh 



863944 - 816690 


THE 

ADfOSffiBE 

OEMHS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nlghHy 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday closed 
Monday: Drinks AH NlghiJjng 

li p feei 

AMenu of DeOcbus Snacks 
TeL 685211 Fax. 617779 
Mddle East Hotel -Shmelsani 




Pasta 

^Exotic Sandwiches 

% SkdsEi- TeL 680670 j 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Monogolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Telj 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12 tfd - J JO pjn. 
6*0 - Midnight 

Air Conditioned Hall 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahiiyyah Girls Schools 

Taka away to avaflaUe 

Open duly 12:00-3:30 pan. 
7:00 — midnight 

Tel.: 638968 



I AN 


CHINESE 


| opmiiso-ixaeM-u^l 

Take away is mlhUs 

Stmt At-Arab Smet 
Um Uftainaft O vinaroa) Centos 

Tel.: 881174 

.flixe lasted AMfUwtd. 


STUDIO HAIG 

■ 

Professional Quality in 
I Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phato 
size 30% larger 


• Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

fflim ekam «. Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
SweSeh let 823891 


RESTAURANT 


9 Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

O Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
@ Open Noons 
& Evenings 



rino /sWeffiyeh 

8 6 3 9 4 4 


vis. a. vis 

" DANCE PUB " 

„ EL'TE CD r i l q.u.l 


FOR PARTES ft 
SPECIAL FUNCTIONS 
Op*n Dally 


For Your Stay in Amman 

I Quality Furnished Rats I 



j 


rA^igMTrs^a 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 


Bumm +* Pizzas Daify 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 

5th Circle 
674563 - 674551 




Vf; 


Td .-692505, 691146 /ExL 116 
Fax: 699080 , Wasfi Al-Tel St 
Abu Haifa commercial center 
Second floor 


stock markets. 

The biggest re form prog- 
ramme is carried out in 
Oman, where five key gov- 
ernment institutions havd 
been sold to the public and 
several projects are planned 
to be established with a large 
private ownership. 

Apart from the LNG and' 
petrochemicals, fee ventures- 
include two electricity plants 
in Ralalah and Min ah at a cost 1 
of more than $400 million, a 
sewage project in Muscat at a' 
cost of around $599 million,' 
and a similar project in Seda- 1 
•lab at a cost of $130 million. 

Subscription for the power 
plant in Min ah in central 
Oman opened on Nov. 
and will dose on Dec. 10. 
Officials said subscription 
was open for local and fore- 
ign investors and it involves 
nearly 11.56 million shares, 
with a value of one Omani 
riyal ($2.6) each. 

The subscription will cover, 
fee remaining capital of fee 
United Power Company, 
which has just been created 
wife a capital of 28.9 million 
riyals ($75.14 million) to 
manage the Min ah electricity 
project, with total investment 
of around 83.2 million riyals 
($216.3 million). 

The Muscat conference, 
entitled “doors opening up to 
the world'' is the first in 
Oman, which produces 
around 800,000 barrels per 
day of oil. 


study 


GATT agreements. 

Markets in the developed 
world would also become 
more open for UAE products 
such as petrochemicals, and 
the gradual phasing out of 
quotas for textiles and ready- 
made goods would benefit 
UAE exports, the EIB said. 

It said such exports 
through Dubai, the UAE’s 
main trading centre, were 
worth 866 milli on dirhams 
($235 million) in 1993. 



^ / Restaurant 
FRENCH QUISINEK-^ 


FiA Oat 


9 SEA 

«'* • 

LUNO 
7 DKi 


68i 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, ~ 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Esiate 

Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11:30 p.m. 
TeL: 861838 


'The Gassiest Of 
The Classiest ! 



Ccct 

V. oficrdcble priced 


Restaurant 
Italian Med Cuisine 


Swerfiyeh 


363944 



Kurdi Stores 

Suwaifiah Tel. 827105. 
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Morceli, Joyner-Kersee 

■ 

named athletes of the year 


MONTE CARLO (AP) — 
Algerian distance runner 
Noureddine Morceli and 
U.S. heptathlete Jackie 
-'ovner-Kersee were named 
Athletes of the year Friday 
jv the International Athletic 
Foundation. 

.Morceli. 24, set a few 
’vorld record in the 3,000 
metres, was unbeaten in the 
mile and 1.500 metres and 
'-tpn the men’s IAAF Mobil 
Gfand Prix overall title this 
asason. 

;MorceIi received 3,203 
pcjjnt in voting by 1 .500 track 
aid field experts "from around 
,£e world. 

;Cuban high jumper Javier 
i-djomayor. who won the 
Grand Prix and Goodwill 
Qames titles, finished second 
vnth 2.721 points. Ukrainian 
70 je vauiter Sergei Bubka, 
who set his 17th outdoor 
•■arid record, was third with 
::?82. 

Joyner-Kersee. the reign- 
ing Olympic champion and 
"orid record-holder in the 
heptathlon, topped the 
•..omen's voting with 3,067 
points. In 1994? she won the 
women's overall Grand Prix 
took gold in the hep- 
tathlon at the Goodwill 
Games and twice jumped 
7.49 metres, matching the 
second-best mark in history 
j.nd setting an American re- 
cord. 

■ 

Finishing second was Rus- 
sian sprinfer Irina Privalova 
with 2,356 points, and Ire- 
land's distance runner Sonia 
O'Sullivan was third with 
2,320. 

The awards were presented 
at the annual IAF gala by 
Prince Albert of Monaco and 
Frimo Nebiolo, President of 
the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation flAAF). 
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LeMond 
lo hang up 

his bike 

NEW YORK (AFP) — 
-LeMond. .. America’s 
iri ple. v vinner of the Tour de 
France, is to announce his 
retirement from cycling, 
the New York Times re- 
ported. 

LeMond, who won the 
sport's blue riband event in 
19S6. 1989 and 1990. will 
make his announcement at 
a United States Cycling 
Federation event at Bever- 
ly Hills. California, the 
paper said Saturday. 

■ The 33-year-old admitted,, 
Friday night that a muscle 
problem has prevented him 
from reaching his best 
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form. 


"I have a muscular-type 
disorder.” he told KXTV 
television in Sacramento. 

“They’re not sure what 
causes it. I may not be able 
to win the Tour de France, 
but I can still beat a lot of 
people on my bike.” 
LeMond, the first Amer- 
ican to win the Tour, had 
dominated the sport before 
the emergence of Spain’s 
Miguel Indurain, who has 
won the French race for the 
past four years. 

The American is ex- 
pected to move into team 
management or television 
commentating. 



Greg LeMond 


Auto accident leaves Seattle NFLer paralysed 

Joe Montana denies 


SEATTLE (Agencies) — 
Seattle Seahawks defensive 
tackle Mike Frier is paralysed 
following an auto accident in 
which one of his National 
Football League teammates 
crashed his car into a electric- 
ity pole. 

Frier suffered a broken and 
dislocated neck and his spinal 
cord was “severely injured,” 
Dr. Michael Schlict ssrif Fri- 
day. 

“The likelihood that he 
will play football again is 
zero,” Schlitt said. “The 
likelihood of walking is veTy 
poor.’ 

Frier has no ability to move 
his legs or hands and only 
minimal muscle function in 
his upper arms, the doctor 
said. 

“He will regain a little bit 
more use of the arms.” 
Schlitt said. “But it’s doubt- 
ful be will have normal func- 
tion of the hands.” 

Frier and rookie rusher 
Lamar Smith were being 
driven on rain-slickened 
roads by running back Chris 
Warren, who was arrested at 
the scene for investigation of 
vehicular assault. 

The crash set the pole 
ablaze, requiring firefighters 
and bystanders to pull the 
players from the burning 
vehicle. Electricity service 
was out for 4,500 people for 
about an hour because the 
splintered pole went down. 

Warren suffered two crack- 
ed ribs and was treated, then 
released, from a local hospit- 
al. Smith had spinal and ank- 
le fractures and was hospital- 
ised overnight. 

Police refused comment on 
whether alcohol or drags 
might be involved, but the 
crash continues an alarming 
trend of wrecks by NFL play- 
ers on nights of U.S. football 
national telecasts. Most have 
been found to have driven 
while drunk. 

Taverns and restaurants 
typically have NFL players 
whose teams are not in action 
hosting parties to watch 
games. Chicago and Minne- 


sota met Thursday night in a 
nationally televised match. 

Another such crash came 
October 24, following a tradi- 
tional Monday night U.S. 
football telecast, in which 
Dallas blocker Erik Williams 
was lost for the season with 
torn knee ligaments. He later 
pleaded guilty to drunken 
driving. 

Warren is the American 
Football Coinference’s num- 
ber two rusher with 1,096 
yards, only five behind leader 
Natrone Means. 

Chiefs face Broncos 

It took Joe Montana’s 
heroics for Kansas City to 
beat Denver in their first 
meeting. This time, Montana 
is one of many -injured 
Chiefs, and the Broncos are 
on the upswing. 

That puts chiefs reserve 
quarterback Steve Bono on 
tiie spot Sunday when the 
Broncos visit Kansas City in 
the 13th round of the U.S. 
National Football League 
season, and Denver quarter- 
back John Elway renews his 
special relationship with 
Chiefs coach Marty Schot- 
tenheimer. 

Denver (6-6) comes in with 
playoff hopes still alive after 
a dismal 0-4 start. Kansas 
Gty is down to 7-5 after 
fWlmg to scone a touchdown 
in a 10-9 loss at Seattle last 
week. Montana sprained his 
foot as the Chiefs fell two 
games behind San Diego in 
the AFC West. 

The Chiefs’ injured players 
slowly are recovering, but the 
dub still listed 14 players on 
the offidal list. Key players 
such as Defensive and Neil 
Smith, tackle John Alt and 
running back Marcus Allen 
practiced at midweek, but 
they probably will have li- 
mited roles if they play Sun- 
day. 

Like the Kansas City- 
Denver matchup, this 
weekend features mostly in- 
tradi visional games, such as 
Buffalo at Miami and New 
York at New England in the 


AFC East division; Pitt- 
sburgh at Cincinnati in the 
AFC Central; Los Angeles at 
San Diego in the other AFC 
West matchup, which will be 
Monday night: Atlanta at San 
Francisco and New Orleans 
at Los Angeles in the NFC 
West; Green Bay at Detroit 
in the NFC Central; and Dal- 
las at Philadelphia in the 
NFC East. 

Also, Arizona visits Hous- 
ton, the New York Giants are 
at Cleveland, Indianapolis 
travels to Seattle and 
Washington goes to Tampa 
Bay. 

The long weekend started 
Thursday night when Minne- 
sota pulled into a tie for first 
in the NFC Central with a 
33-27 overtime victory over 
Chicago. Cris Carter scored 
on a 65-yard touchdown pass 
from Warren Moon two plays 
after Kevin Butler missed a 
potential game-winning field 
goal from 40 yards. 

Denver decided after it fell 
to a 1-5 record to become 
more aggressive defensively. 
The Chiefs noticed the Bron- 
cos have won three in a row 
by blitzing more. 

“The old adage is if you 
blitz and you do it efficiently, 
you will have success," 
Schottenhemer said. “If you 
do it efficiently, you end up 
getting burned. Right now, 
they are doing it very effec- 
tively.” 

Elway has recovered from 
some early season mistakes 
— three interceptions for 
touchdowns — to become his 
old self. 

He passed for 382 yards 
two weeks ago, and Denver 
had just enough last week at 
home to be3t Cincinnati in a 
game played in a driving wind 
and a minus-2 wind chill. 

“The goal was to get to 
.500 and dig ourselves out of 
the hole," Elway said. “It 
seemed like the harder we 
tried, the worse it got, at 0-4, 
we wanted to start brand 
new, clean the slate. At 0-4. 
you're not sure you're ever 
going to win a game." 


Paris St. Germain close on Nantes 


PARIS (Agencies) — De- 
fending champions Paris St. 
Germain closed to within 
four points of pacesetters 
Names at the top of the 
French first division on Fri- 
day when they snatched a 2-1 
win in their away clash at 
Lens. 

Nantes were held 0-0 at 
home by Auxerre while 
another of the front-runners. 
Lyon, shared a 1-1 draw away 
at Monaco. 

PSG went ahead after just 
12 minutes — Rai heading 
home a Vincent Guerin cor- 
ner after just 12 minutes. But 
Lens, always a tough side to 
beat at their Felix Bollaert 
Stadium, drew level with a 
Michael Debeve penalty five 
minutes into the second-half 
after Roger Boli was brought 
down by Francis Llacer. 

PSG clinched their win 
when Bernard Allou, who 
had only been on the pitch 
for twelve minutes after com- 
ing on for Jean-Philippe 
Sechet, slammed a spectacu- 
lar 25-yard effort into the net 
— leaving Lens’ goalkeeper 
Guillaume Warmuz no 
chance. 

Cannes moved up to third 
spot thanks to a 1-0 home win 
over Caen in a match which 
started 20 minutes late be- 
cause of a bomb scare. 

The stadium was searched 
after a phone call, claiming to 
come from a Corsican action 
group, claimed that a bomb 
had been planted inside the 


stadium. 

There were three similar 
but anonymous bomb threats 
at Monaco, but the home 
side's clash against Ly<jp 
went ahead as scheduled.*' 

Bastia, who have been sus- 
pended from playing one 
match at their Furiani Sta- 
dium because of the angry 
scenes and a pitch invasion 
during their bad-tempered 
home clash against Monaco 
last weekend, did not play 
their scheduled home fixture 
against Metz. 

Earlier in the day nearly all 
of Bastia’s officials resigned 
because of the ban which was 
announced Thursday. 

Only President Francois 
Nicolai and three other offi- 
cials remained out of an ori- 
ginal 26 because of sanctions 
judged “too severe.” 

“We were expecting justice 
and the axe has fallen indis- 
criminately. We have the 
right of more understand- 
ing," said those who had 
resigned in a joint statement. 

“Once more it’s Corsican 
football and it's Corsica who 
are despised." 

Bastia decided to appeal 
against the one-match ban. 

They are also appealing the 
ordered replay of the con- 
troversial 2-2 draw against 
Monaco at a neutral stadium. 

Thursday's punishments 
came after Bastia fans pro- 
tested two referees decisions 
by a pitch invasion and 


attacks on match officials and 
players. 

The game was stopped in 
the 44th minute after Bastia 
fans ran .on the pitch, ii^ro- 
rest..$t a rpfused penalty and 
goal disalli wed for offside,.. 

The teams returned to"* the 
pitch 20 minutes later, and 
Bastia, 2-0 down at half-time, 
managed to sneak a draw. 

The case of Laurent 
Moracchini's headbutt, which 
broke the nose of Monaco's 
Eric Di Meco in the tunnel 
after the match, and the be- 
haviour of Bastia coach 
Frederic Antonetti, will be 
looked Into by the league 
next week. 

Dortmund beat Duisburg 
in Buadesliga 

Id Berlin first-place Boras- 
sia Dortmund defeated MSV 
Duisburg 1-0 Friday to win 
some distance from pursuers 
in the Bundesliga, Germany's 
first-division soccer league. 

Veteran national player 
Karlheinz Riedle scored in 
the 45th minute for Dort- 
mund, which went into the 
weekend's round only one 
point ahead of Werder Bre- 
men. Bremen now plays 
away at Karlsruhe. 

In Friday's only other 
game, Stefan Kuntz scored in 
the Slst minute to give 
Kaiserslautern a tough 1-1 tie 
at home with 1860 Munich. 
Bernhard Winkler headed in 
a goal for Munich in the 54th 
minute. 


Lithuania surprise leader 
in Chess Olympiad 


MOSCOW (AP) — 
Lithuania has emerged as the 
surprise leader after crushing 
Chile 4-0 in the Chess Olym- 
piad and scoring a maximum 
S out of 8 in the men’s sec- 
tion. 

A late-night win Friday 
pushed Lithuania ahead of 
Croatia and Bosnia, who are 
playing under the banner of 
Yugoslavia, Croatia and Bos- 
nia scored 7.5 out of a possi- 
ble 8 after beating Bang- 
ladesh 3. 5-0. 5. 

Russia, the event’s 
favourite, again omitted Gar- 
ry Kasparov from its team 
and only managed to score 
3-1 against Cuba, conceding 
two draws. 

Kasparov has promised to 
play Saturday and the Rus- 
sians are still expected to win 
the event held at the Cosmos 
Hotel. 

The biggest upset Friday 


was Kazakhstan's victory over 
England, which fielded Nigel 
Short and Michael Adams, 
both previous candidates for 
the world chess champion 
crown. 

Both Adams and Short 
drew their respective games, 
but a surprise defeat on 
board 3 enabled Kazakhstan 
to score. 

The U-S. team, which was 
expectd to beat Australia, 
was held back when the Au- 
stralians drew the match 2-2. 

In the women's section, the 
Georgian side, with former 
women's world champion 
Maia Chiburdanidze on 
board 1, is leading along with 
Poland and Hungary, which 
is fielding of two of die three 
Polgar sisters. 

Georgia defeated Bosnia 
3-0: Poland bested India 3-0; 
and Hungary beat Cuba 3-0 


*a.ve u/ater,... every- drop counts! 


Vogt puts Liechtenstein back on skiing map 


TIGNES. France (R) — 
Achim Vogt put Liechten- 
stein back on the Alpine 
skiing map when he won a 
giant slalom — the opening 
race of the men’s Wond Cup 
season — on Saturday. 

An impressive first run and 
a confident second leg 
allowed Vogt to snatch his 
first World Cup victory in a 
combined time of two mi- 
nutes 30.76 seconds. 

It was the first World Cup 
success for his country since 
Paul Frommelt won a slalom 
in Saalbacb in 1988. The last 
giant slalom World Cup vic- 
tory for Liechtenstein was 
scored by Hanni Wenzel 10 
years ago. 

Vogt, who trains with the 
Swiss team, beat Switzer- 
land's Michael Von Groning- 
en into second place on 
2:30.92, with World Cup hol- 
der Kjetil-Andre Aamodt of 
Norway third in 2:31.06. 

But the most remarkable 
achievement of the day was 
Alberto Tomba’s swashbuck- 
ling second leg. 

The Italian superstar, who 
ended the first leg in 22nd 
place, fought, back in the 
second to leave ‘all his rivals 
trailing and snatch fourth 
overall — sounding a warning 


to his opponents ahead of 
Sunday's slalom in the 
French resort. 

Despite finishing almost a 
second behind Tomba in the 
second leg — 1:16.57 to Tom- 
ba’s 1:15.62 — Vogt, whose 
career best was fifth in Hin- 
tersioder last season, and 
taken full advantage of the 
icy and technical course in 
the morning. 

The skier from Baize rs said 
training with the Swiss had 
helped him a lot.” In the past 
I would train on my own and 
it was very difficult to know 
where you stood. With the 
Swiss, it is much easier,” he 
said. 

The big disappointment 
was the performance of Lux- 
embourg’s Marc Girardelli. 
The five-times world cup win- 
ner finished the first leg four 
seconds behind Vogt and 
failed to qualify for the after- 
noon run. 

The men’s World Cup, 
hampered by tack of snow for 
the past two weeks, continues 
with a slalom on Saturday. 
Both races were scheduled 
for the nearby Italian resort 
of Sestriere, but have been 
moved to Tignes because of 
persistent mild weather 
across the border. 


captures women’s 
dow nhill opener 

In Vail, Colorado, United 
States skier Hilary Lindh, the 
1992 Olympic downhill silver 
medalist, won the first 
women's World Cup dow- 
nhill race of the season 
Thursday. 

Lindh, whose only prior 
World Cup victory came last 
February in Spain, finished in 
lmin 45sec to defeat runner- 
up Isolde Kostner of Italy by 
29-hundredths of a second. 

Lindh had said the course 
did not fit her style because 
of its tight turns near the 
finish. 

“I don’t know if I nailed it, 
but it was very much im- 
proved from training,” said 
Lindh, whose best prior fin- 
ish here was sixth place in 
1992. 

“I didn't smoke it at all 
during the training runs. I 
was just not racing. I looked 
at video and I was standing 
around, so I decided to be 
more aggressive. I felt like I 
was all over the place, but I 
guess that is OK if you carry 
it on down the hill.” 

Runner-up Kostner, who 
has two Olympic bronze 
medals and who has had six 


top-three finishes from the 
past two seasons, said: “I’m 
not surprised because in train- 
ing I was skiing well. I always 
like to go fast.” 

Reigning World Cup dow- 
nhill champion Katja Seizin- 
ger of Germany was third in 
1:45.44. 

“When I saw Hilary's time, 
I knew she had had a great 
run," Seizinger said. “The 
first two-thirds of this course 
is very flat, a tittle problem 
for me. But third place isn't 
bad.” 

Austria's Stefanie Schuster 
finished a career-best fourth 
in 1:45.92 despite a late start- 
ing position. Switzerland's 
Heidi Zurbriggen was fifth in 
1:45.99, Sweden's Pemiila 
Wiberg sixth in 1:46.03 and 
France’s Nathalie Bouvier 
seventh in 1:46.07. 

Three favourites, France’s 
Melanie Suchet, Austria’s 
Anja Haas and US veteran 
Pica bo Street, all fell. Haas 
had the fastest first-third time 
along the course when she 
tumbled. 

Switzerland's Vreni 
Schneider, the overall Woiid 
Cup leader after first-and 
third-place finishes last 
weekend in Utah, finished 
23rd here in 1:47.07-. 


re tirem en t reports 


KANSAS CITY. Missouri 
(Agencies) — An angpr Joe 
Montana. Ukely to miss his 
first game of the season Sun- 
day due to a foot injury, 
denied a newspaper report he 
plans to retire after this 
National Football League 
season. 

“It’s ridiculous,” Montana 
said. “I have got a sprained 
ankle and some guy writes 
I’m retiring. It's irritating. 
It’s irritating you have to put 
people through this. It’s irri- 
tating I should have to stand 
here and go through this." 

The New York Daily News 
reported Montana. 38,' would 
retire after this season, citing 
unnamed league sources. Au- 
thor Gary Myers said he 
stood by his story despite 
Montana's comments. 

Montana suffered a 
sprained upper arch and in- 
jured ligaments near his left 
ankle in a 10-9 loss last Sun- 
day at Seattle. Montana said 
his chances are “pretty slim" 
of playing for the Chiefs (7-5) 
in Sunday’s home game 
against Denver (6-6). 

Montana has a chance to 
become the first quarterback 
to win five Super Bowls and 


the first to win it for two 
different teams if he leads the 
Chiefs to the title this season. 

Prior to sustaining the in- 
jury. Montana became only 
the fifth player in NFL his- 
tory to reach the 40.000-yard 
career passing plateau. 

Montana has 40.102 pas- 
sing yards in his career and 
joined Dan Fouls. Dan Mari- 
no, Fran Tarkencon and 
Johnny Unitas in the 40,000- 
yard club. In just two seasons 
as a member of the chiefs, 
Montana has passed for 4,998 
yards. 

Montana spent the first 14 
years of his career with the 
San Francisco 49c rs before 
being traded to Kansas City 
at his own request in April 
1993. He led the 49ere to 
Super Bowl titles after the 
1981, 1984. 1988 and 1989 
seasons. 

Earlier this year, Montana 
was named to the NFL’s 75th 
anniversary all-time all-star 
team. 

The Chiefs arc currently 
7-5, two games behind the 
San Diego Chargers in the 
AFC Weal with four games 
left to play in the regular 
season. 



Romanian gymnast Nadia Comaneci and her fiance, U.S. 
gymnast Bart Conner greet the audience after performing at 
Bucharest’s largest arena during their 10-day visit (AFP 
photo) 

Comaneci to wed 
in -Romania 


BUCHAREST (R) — Nadia 
Comaneci ended her home- 
coming tour of Romania Fri- 
day, promising to return next 
year to marry her fiance and 
fellow-gymnast Bart Conner. 

Comaneci, who in 1976 be- 
came the first gymnast to 
score an Olympic perfect 10. 
was feted as a national hero 
on her first return to Roma- 
nia since fleeing into seif- 



didn't forget me,” Nadia told 
reporters at Bucharest’s 
Otopeni Airport. 

Conner, a double gold 
medallist at the 1984 Los 
Angeles Olympics, said they 
would marry next year and 
have ceremonies in both the 
United States and Romania. 

Their engagement was for- 
mally blessed by the Roma- 
nian Orthodox Church dur- 
ing Comaneci's 10-day stay, 
all carefully crafted and 
documented for a forthcom- 
ing U.S. television story. 

During her trip, Comaneci 
visited Deva, the gymnastics 
hothouse exploited by ex- 


ecuted dictator Nicolae 
Ceausescu to provide sym- 
bols of the triumph of com- 
munism. 

The 32-year-old Comaneci 
also performed in a gymnas- 
tics show wearing a crimson 
leotard and showing that 
what she had lost in sprightli- 
ness she had gained in gla- 
mour since winning three 
gold medals as a 14-year-old 
in Montreal. 

Comaneci, a favourite of 
the Ceausescus, made a point 
of spending time with the 
country’s new leadership. 

Her visits with President 
-Ion Iliescu and Prime Minis- 
ter Nicolae Vacaroiu became 
a matter for political debate 
in Romania with opposition 
politicians complaining that 
Cbmaneci had left them off 
her itinerary. 

Comaneci has never fully 
explained why she left the 
country just a month before 
the Christmas 1989 revolu- 
tion that toppled Ceausescu 
or why it has taken her five 
years to return from her new 
life in the Unired States. 
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Dubai International Rally 
Sulayem sweeps another victory; 
Poj-fj, Bakhashab retains Group N crown 
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DUBAI (AP) — Middle East 
champion Mohammad Bin 
Sulayem swept to his eighth 
Dubai International Rally 
victory in 10 years Friday 
after his two main challengers 
found frustration on the 
second leg. 

Michel Saleh, leader for 
much of the first day and 
king third overnight, went 
out within yards of the morn- 
ing's restart after a vain 
attempt to replace a broken 
drive shaft. 

The Victory Rally Team’s 
Khalifa A1 Mataywi, attemp- 
ting to hold onto a dimi- 
nishing advantage over 
Sulayera, lost the lead after 
being held up by Nasser Kha- 
lifa A? Attiya’s ailing Toyota. 

Mataywi lost two-and-a- 
half minutes to Sulayem's 
Ford Escort and the Arab 
World’s No. 1 driver went on 
to the finish with a winning 
margin of almost four mi- 
nutes. 

Sulayem's triumph gave 
Ford the Middle East Manu- 
facturers’ Champion- ship for 
die first time. The consola- 
tion for Mataywi was that bis 
second place gave his first 
United Arab Emirates 
Championship and the 
runner-up spot in the region- 
al series at the first attempt. 

Finishing third in bis 
Toyota, Saudi Arabia's Mid- 
dle East Group N Champion, 
Abdullah Bakhashab, com- 
pleted a hat-trick of 
icrion- class wins in 



Y eltsin entry sparks Davis Cup controversy 


The Arab World’s No. 1 driver Mohammad Bin 
Sulayem 


Asian and the Mitsubishi 
Galant of Britain's Peter 
Cherry who secured second 
place in the Middle East 
Group N Championship. 

Despite being edged ouit 
of a top-10 place after her 


Group N Volkswagen Golf 
got stuck in soft sand, British 
ladies champion Stephanie 
Simmonite underlined her 
obvious talent by finishing 
11th and also winning the 
ladies prize. 



Hindered by a misfiring 
engine. for most of the day, 
Shariah's Sheikh Abdullah 
A1 Qasshni took his Mitsu- 
bishi -Galant to fourth place 
ib^ad ! of Kenya's Khaled 


Final results: 

« 

1. Mohammad Bin Sulayem - Ford Cosworth 2:17:47 

2. Khalifa Al-Mataywi - Toyota Celica 2:21:41 

3. Abdullah Bakhashab - Toyota Celica 2:32:22 

4. Abdullah A1 Qassbni - Mitsubishi Galant 2:42:41 

5. KhaJid Aslam - Volkswagen 2:47:36 

Middle East championship results: 

1. Mohammed Bin Sulayem 87 points. 

2. Khalifa AJ Mataywi 58 points. 

3. Abdullah Bakhashab 46 points. 

4. Sheikh SoheO Bin Khalifa AJ Maktomn 35 points. 


MOSCOW (AP) — Boris 
Yeltsin was bad fuck for Rus- 
sian tennis on Friday, and 
Sweden's Davis Cup team 
hopes to see him again soon. 

The Russian president and 
bis entourage interrupted 
play at a critical moment in 
the tense fifth set of Stefan 
Ed berg's match against Alex- 
ander Volkov. Edberg, ener- 
gised by the pause, ended 
Volkov’s come-from-behind 
drive and led Sweden to a 2-0 
singles sweep, winning 6-4, 
6-2, 6-7 (2-7), 0-6, 8-6. 

Magnus Larsson, ranked 
19th by the ATP Tour, went 
on to defeat No. 11 -ranked 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov in 
another five set thriller, 6-0, 
6-2. 3-6, 2-6, 6-3. 

The losses disappointed 
the whistling, foot-stomping 
hometown crowd of 12,000 at 
Olympic Stadium, and likely 
doomed Russia's chances of 
becoming the first unseeded 
team to win the Davis Cup. 

On Saturday, Kafelnikov 
and Andrei Olhovskiy must 
upset_ the top-ranked dou- 
bles 'team and recently 
crowned ATP Tour doubles 
champions Jonas Bjorkman 
and Jan Apell to keep their 
hopes alive and send the best- 
of-frve match to Sunday's re- 
verse singles. 

Kafelnikov accused Yeltsin 
of ruining Volkov's concen- 
tration, unlike other fans, a 
smiling and waving Yeltsin 
took his seat without waiting 
for the brief bTeafc when the 
players change sides. 

“Do you remember what 
the score was when the presi- 
dent arrived?" Kafelnikov 
said later. “It was 5-5. Is 
there a switch then? What 
sensible person in a decisive 1 
game like this, with the score 
5-5, would do something like 
that in such a tense situa- 
tion?" 

Volkov, however, did not 



As International Olympic Committee Preadent Juan Anto- 
nio Samaranch (right) looks on, Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin gestures at the Davis Cup tennis match between 


Stefan Edberg and Alexander Volkov in Moscow Friday 
(AFP photo) 


blame Yeltsin. 

“I couldn't have failed to 
notice when the president ar- 
rived." he said. "(But) I can 
say it interfered with my 
game as much as rain outside 
would have, because T had 
lost my serve by then.” 

Edberg said he didn't real- 
ise until later that it was 
Yeltsin who had caused the 
delay. But considering the 
outcome, '"maybe I should 
thank Boris for coming in," 
he said. 

Larsson said he hopes to 
see more of Yeltsin. 

“I wish him welcome 
tomorrow for doubles," he 


said. “But maybe he can 
come in during the 
changeover next time.” 

Volkov held match point 
on his serve leading 5-4 
when Edberg sent a back- 
hand down the line to send it 
to deuce. He went on to 
break Volkov and then 
earned the critical break in 
the final game. 

‘"Maybe he played it a little 
safe," Edberg said about fac- 
ing match point. ‘"I took 
charge of the match in that 
game. I took a few chances 
and it paid off." 

After winning the first two 
sets, the seventh-ranked 


Edberg appeared en route to 
an easy victory. But buoyed 
by the flag-waving, cheering 
crowd, Volkov battled back 
in the third set, punctuated 
with a crowd -pleasing ace to 
take the tiebreaker. 

Volkov, 27, then domin- 
ated Edberg in the fourth set 
with devastating passing 
shots and seemed set to take 
the match, serving for the 
victory in the final set. 

“I needed to kick myself, 
especially in the fifth set." 
Edberg said. “I was a little 
bit depressed. I had the 
match in my hand and be- 
came defensive... I felt I was 


getting closer and closer in 
every game in the fifth set.” 

Friday’s loss was Kafelni- 
kov's first in eight Davis Cup 
matches. His only other loss 
was in his debut to Ger- 
many's Michael Stich in 
March 1993. 

Kafelnikov said he felr 
“mental and psychological 
pressure" after Volkov’s 
dramatic defeat, and said he 
said he injured his left wrist 
in the second game of the last 
set. He strained the same 
wrist last week. 

“It didn't really hurt but I 
felt very insecure. I couldn't 
hit slices." he said. 
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OAKLAND (R) — Two groups have come forward with 
bids to buy the Oakland Athletics baseball team and keep it 
in Oakland, the Oakland Coliseum said Friday. One group 
of investors, the Northern California Sports Development 
Gtoup, said it offered SS5 million for the team. The group 
of Northern California businessmen includes Kevin 
McClatchy, heir to a newspaper chain, and Fred Anderson, 
part owner of the National Basketball Association’s Sac- 
ramento Kings. 

Taffarel joins Japanese club 

ROME (AFP) — Brazil’s World Cup winning goalkeeper 
Taffarel will play for Japanese side Cereso Osaka next 
season, he announced on Friday. Taffarel, after a long 
period on the sidelines, accepted the proposal of Parma 
club director general Giambattista PastoreLlo who had been 
in contact with Japanese officials. Taffarel, 28, played three 
years at Parma before being loaned out co Reggiana for the 
1993/94 season. This season, he has been kept out of 
Parma’s goal by Luca Bucci. While hoping for prospective 
offers, Taffarelhad played in a regional side to keep up his 
fitness. 

Jansher takes grievance to the top 

DOHA (AP) — World squash champion Jansher Khan 
said Saturday he has appealed to Pakistan's political 
leaders to help resolve his dispute with his main sponsor. 
Khan, the six time world champion, has refused to play for 
his country at the world team championships in Egypt 
because of a row with Pakistan International Airlines, 
which he accuses of reneging on a promise to promote him 
within the company. Khan told reporters that he has taken 
his grievance to Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
and President Farooq Ahmed Leghari. The 25-year-old 
star from Peshawar meets Australia's Rodney Eyles in the 
final of the 596,000 Qatar International Tournament. 

Broken mast ends race for BOC leader 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — The mast of Isabelle Autis- 
aert yacht snapped in high winds Friday, knocking her out 
of the BOC- Challenge round-the-world yacht race, the 
South African Press Association reported. Autissier, the 
only woman in the race and the leader after the first leg 
from Charleston. South Carolina, to Cape Town, sent a 
message to race headquarters in Charleston saying: “Dis- 
. masted, no danger immediately." An official in Charleston 
told SAP A the mast broke in ’winds of 40 knots (46 miles 
per hour or 67 kilometres per hour) and Autissier, of 
France, would be unable to continue. 

Mateut returns on loan to Dinamo Bucharest 

BUCHAREST (R) — Romanian midfielder Dorin Mateut 
returned to his former club Dinamo Bucharest Friday on a 
six-month loan from Italian Serie A team Reggiana. 
Mateut, 29, who has played 64 intemationals for Romania, 
said he expected to play for Dinamo in their next league 
match. Winner of the European Golden Boot award in 
1988-89, Mateut left Dinamo Bucharest in 1990 to play for 
Real Zaragoza in Spain and afterwards for Brescia and 

Reggiana in Italy. 

Qatar wins women’s 500-metre race 

OBIH1RO. Japan lAP) — American Bonnie Blair easily 
won the women’s 500-metre race in the World Qip Obihiro 
meet Saturdav. Blair, the gold medalisr in the 500- and 
1. 000-metre races at the 1994 Lilleharamer Olympics, was 
timed in 41.20 seconds, 0.26 seconds ahead of Gerrnanys 
FranzislU Schenk, who was clocked in 41.46. The third 
place finisher was Japan’s Shiho Kusunose in 41.49 


Knicks , Celtics and Pistons lose 


ORLANDO (R) — SbaquUle 
O'Neal’s Orlando Magic 
could have talked some trash 
Friday after crushing the New • 
York Knicks 125-100 — but 
they didn't. 

“It’s way too early to cal] 
us number one in the east," 
said O’Neal, who scored 38 
points and grabbed 10 re- 
bounds while thonraghiy out- 
playing his all-star rival Pat- 
rick Ewing. % 

Orlando improved to 11-2, 
best in the NBA, and stretch- 
ed its lead over the Knicks, 
the defending Eastern Con- 
ference champions, to VA 
games in the Atlantic Divi- 
sion. 

“It’s just one game and all 
that game did was tie the 
season series," O’Neal said. 
“We have to take the way we' 
are playing now and continue 
it to keep our winning streak 
going." 

Anfemee Hardaway added 
33 points and eight assists for 
the magic, who avenged last 
month's loss m New York 
and extended their 
Franchise-record win streak 
to nine games. 

New York coach Pat Riley 
had said Thursday that the 
Magic didn’t respect the 
Knicks-, but Hardaway re- 
jected that. 

‘"Everybody on this team 
respects the New York 
Knicks because we know they 
are the team to beat,” said 
Hardaway. “They are still the 
team to beat.” 

Said Orlando coach Brian 
Hill: “I don’t know if we can 
play any better than we did 
tonight." 

Orlando, which never 
trailed, led by 12 points after 
one quarter and 24 at half- 
time. 

“I'm disappointed in my 
performance, disappointed in 
the team’s performance.'* 
said Ewing, only 7-for-19 for 
15 points wiih five rebounds. 
“We have to shape up and 
start playing." 

John Starks was second on 
New York's scoring list with 
12 points while shooting just 
5-for-13. Overall New York 
shot 35-for-87 (.402) while 
Orlando was 46-for-79 (.582). 

At Washington, Caibert 
Cheaney scored 12 of his 19 
points in the fourth quarter as 
the Bullets broke a six-game 
losing streak with a 115-104 
win over the Detroit Pistons. 

It was Chris Webber's first 
win with Bullets, who got him 
November 17 m a trade and 
promptly dropped five 



Stacey Augmon of the Atlanta Hawks slides through two 
opponents to get to the basket (AFP photo) 


games. Webber had 18 
points, shooting S-of-11, and 
nine rebounds. 

“We have come a long way 
in the last two weeks," said 
Webber. “We might not win 
every game, but we’re going 
to be one of the most exciting 
teams to see play." 

Grant Hill led Detroit with 
28 points. 

At Los Angeles, Cedric 
Ceballos scored 25 points and 
grabbed a career-high 16 re- 
bounds to lead the Lakers to 
a stunning 107-89 victory 
over the NBA champion 
Houston Rockets. 

The win was the sixth in 
seven games for the Lakers. 
Houston is 2-4 since starting 
the season with nine wins. 

Lakers’ centre Vlade Divac 
had 22 points, nine rebounds, 
a season-high eight assists 
and four blocks in his match- 
up against Hakeem Ola- 
juwon, who did not play in 
the fourth quarter and 
finished with 16 points. 

In Boston, Danny Man- 
ning scored 19 points and 
keyed a fourth-quarter surge 
as the Phoenix Suns rallied 


from a 22-point deficit to beat 
the Celtics 107-102. 

Dan Majerle scored 21 
points and Charles Barkley 
added 18 for the Suns, who 
have won five of their last six 
games. Dominique Wilkins 
led Boston with a season-high 
34 points. 

In Chicago, Stacey Au- 
gmon scored 20 points, in- 
cluding four free throws dur- 
ing an 8-0 run in the fourth 
quarter, as the Hawks Atlan- 
ta had loss in six games at 
their new home, the United. 
Centre. 

BJ. Armstrong and Toni 
Kukoc each scored 19 points 
for the Bulls. Scottie Pippen 
tallied just nine points. 

In Miami, Glen Rice 
scored 34 points and Kevin 
Willis had 31 points and 17 
rebounds as the Heat rolled 
to a 115-97 victory over the 
New Jersey Nets. 

New Jersey, which lost its 
third straight, was without 
all-star forward Derrick Col- 
eman (sprained wrist); Ken- 
ny Anderson led New Jersey 
with 16 points and 13 assists. 


Balladur : World Cup preparations on track 


PARIS (AP) — Premier 
Edouard Balladur assured 
world soccer chief Joao 
Havelange Friday that 
France was on course to host 
a successful World Cup in 
1998. 

But Balladur admitted his 
government’s influence was 
limited. 

“As for successes on the 
jfieid, it’s up to our national 
team to acideve them,” he 
said of the squad that failed 
to reach this year's finals. “I 
wish them good luck.” 


Havelange met Balladur 
and senior French soccer offi- 
cials at the close of a week- 
long tri p in which the presi- 
dent of FIFA visited eight of 
the 10 cities that will host 
matches during the 1998 fin- 
als. 

“With this meeting, we 
kick off the operational phase 
of organisation,” Balladur 
said. “All the essential deci- 
sions have been made. Ten 
stadiums have been chosen.” 
He said his government has 


agreed to pay 36 per cent of 
the cost of stadium improve- 
ments and infrastructure ex- 
pansion, up from 30 per cent 
pledged by the socialist gov- 
ernment ousted in 1993. 

• . 

The major project is con- 
struction of France's biggest 
stadium, in the Paris suburb 
of Saint Denis. Balladur said 
the 80, 000-seat Grande 
Stade, venue of the opening 
and final matches, will go 
t under construction in the 
spring. 


Blue Jays 

will not use 
replacement 

players 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 
Toronto Blue Jays said Fri- 
day they intend to honor 
Ontario law and won’t use 
replacement players in the 
Sxydome if owners start the 
season without striking Ma- 
jor League players. 

Ontario Labor Minister 
Shirley Coppen said this 
week the province’s law bar- 
ring replacement workers ap- 
plies to the baseball team. 

“As far as she can deter- 
mine, the Blue Jays fall under 
this legislation," Blue Jays 
chairman Peter Widdrington 
said Friday by telephone. “If 
it’s the law, we’re not going 
to try to obviate the law we 
will follow the law." 

The Montreal Expos 
would be able to use replace- 
ment players because Quebec 
law applies only to unions 
certified in that province. 

“This is not a certified un- 
ion and we have very right to 
do so.'’ Expos president 
Gaude Brochu said. 

Major League players, up- 
set over proposals to limit 
their salaries, went on strike 
Aug. 12. eventually forcing 
owners to cancel the rest of 
the season and the World 
Series. 

Boston Red Sox chief ex- 
ecutive officer John Harring- 
ton, management's chief 
labor negotiator, said Tues- 
day that owners intend to use 
replacement if the union's 
strike continues into the start 
of the season next spring. 

Players and owners, who 
areA't scheduled to meet 
again until next Friday. 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Foreign mission requires a female employee with at least the 
following: 

BA graduate of Business Administration or English language 
from a reputable university, ability to translate, minimum experi- 
ence of three years in similar work, computer knowledge is a 
must. Qualified people need to submit their application 
with a reference letter with a photo no later than 
December 10, 1994 to P.O.Box 3060, Amman, 
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Dalian, embassy 

••in Amman ->■. 

. ... & ' 

/Ilitalia AIRLINES •- 
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D’ANGELO 






PROUDLY PRESENTS 
A TOUCH OF ITALY 
FEATURING THE F.\MOUS 

, ITALIAN CHEF 

■ ^ ™ 

... . Celeste Ttana nTj 

'Xi ; OWNER OF AN EXQUISFFE^- 
RESTAURANT IN ITALY 7^ 

- ; ’ T A- . ' 

THE RENOWNED- THEATRE SlNCrE^ - 

'Mauri^zior "Mardlli S* 

' ENCHANTING US WITH 
: V‘ CLASSICAL ITALIAN SONGS - — 




5V 


k- 


- ; Starring Ircm ihe 2 nd of DecemlxTio ihc sih - 
Tickets including Dinner &. wine 
'are soJd ai \UJa D'Angelo for JD 20 (Inclusive). 
JabaT Amman, rsr circle, behind passpon Aui bo my. 

— * Tel. 6382 3 2 
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The film which won 
seven Oscars 

IN THE NAME OF 
THE FATHER 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. I0.-J5 


David Bradley 
in 

Cyborg Cop 

Shows: >2:30. 3 JO. 5:00. &3Q, &30. 10:30 


CONCORD 
CONCORD c l’ 

Kim Baslnger...in 

cetawj;:; 

Shows; 12:30. 3:30. 6:U0. S:3U 10:30 

CONCORD *2’ 

Tom Hanks — in 

Sleepless in Seattle 

Shows: 3:15. 5:00 


very soon 

Musa HJjazin (Suma’h) 

n political satire 

Hi... Citizen 


Water Is A Blessing From 
Heaven 

Time 10:00 a.m. 


TeL: 675571 

Habit A1 Mashinf Theatre 

Thursday...Thursday 
1.12.1994 

You have a date with Abu Aw a o' at 
the opening of the new perform- 
ance of the comedy: 

A Punctured Bag 
(Qlrbeh Makhzouqa) 

Ticket window is open all day 


The political satire: 

A1 



C r.oj 


the 


Saturday & Sunday is 
theatre’s holiday. 

In English next Satur- 
day and Sunday 














JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1994 
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